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PREFACE. 



William Watkins, Esq., the worshipful Master, being desirous 
that the Livery should possess some account of the Company 
to which they belong, determined to have a revise and reprint 
of the several papers hereafter mentioned, together with an 
account of Benjamin Kenton, an eminent member of the 
Company, by Mr« B. Standring [Master of the Company in 
1887], the additional notes of Mr. Brabrook and myself, and 
further extracts and notes from their records furnished by Mr. 
Charles Lomas, the Clerk to the Company. 

The series of papers on the history of the Company, above 
referred to, were read at a General Meeting of the London and 
Middlesex Archaeological Society, held in the Hall of the 
Vintners' Company on the 27th of April, 1868, viz., " Some 
Account of the Ward of Vintry and the Vintners' Company," by 
the late William Henry Overall, F.S.A. (Librarian to the Cor- 
poration of London); *' The Muniments of the Company," by the 
late John Gough Nichols, F.S.A.; '* A Description of the Plate 
and Tapestry of the Company," by the late George Russell 
French {Architect to the Ironmongers^ Company); and "Bio- 
graphical Notices of Some Eminent Members of the Company," 
by myself. These four papers were afterwards printed, and 
published in part x. vol. iii. of the Transactions of the Society, 
October 1869 (pp. 404^91). On the 26th January last a 
second meeting of the Society was held in the Hall of the Com- 
pany, at which my esteemed friend, E. W. Brabrook, F.S.A., 
read a paper containing many additional notes of interest relative 
to the history of the Company. 

Having been requested to undertake the revision, I have now 
much pleasure in laying the fruits of my labour before the reader. 

THOMAS MILBOURN. 

12, Beanlien Villas, Finsbory Park, 
20 November 1888. 
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The VIntry Wharf before the Fire of 1666. 



THE VINTNERS' COMPANY. 

Mu. Overall, in his opening remarks, states that he has 
striken to collect such materials as may prove of interest and 
value to the historical student rather than attempted any ex« 
haustive account of a subject, which, thoroughly investigated, 
would comprise a consideration of the extent to which the vine 
was cultivated in England, the importation and trade in foreign 
wines, the history of the Ward of Vintry as well as that of the 
Vintners' Company, and then proceeds to describe the history 
of the Company as follows: — 

The Vintners' Company, like other commercial fraternities, 
liad its origin in that old Saxon law which exacted sureties from 
every freeman above the age of 14 years for his good behaviour, 
and which gave rise to associations called ** Guilds," from the 
payment of money into one common fund for meeting any claims 
which might be made against their brethren of the craft. They 
were subsequently divided into two kinds, ecclesiastical and 
political, the former devoted to religion and charity, the latter 
to the protection of trade. The most ancient of these guilds in 
London of which we have any record is the Knights' Guild, 
recognised by King Edgar for services rendered in the wars. 
This privilege was confirmed by Edward the Confessor. 

B 
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^ THE VINTNERS C03IPANY. 

The Vintners' Company is one of the twelve great Companies 
of the City qF London, and ranks eleventh upon the list in the 
order in which it appears in the City Records. It received its 
Charter of Incorporation as a Company having a common seal 
and power to purchase lands, tenements, and rents within the 
City of London and its suburbs, to the value of 20/. &om King 
Henry the Sixth, in the year 1437, and thus looks back on a 
corporate existence of four centuries and a half. 

The Vintners were called the Merchants Wine-Tonners of 
Gascoyne, and were divided into two classes, the Vinetarii and 
the Tabemarii. The former were importers of wine and resided in 
stately stone houses adjoining the wine-wharves, such as Picard's 
mansion in the Three Cranes Lane, Stodeye's in Broad Lane, and 
Gysors* both at the Vintry and Gysors* Hall. The latter, or 
Tabemarii, were the tavern, inn, or cook-house keepers. 

The Company of the Vintners exercised important powers over 
both the importation and sale of wines, as well as the licensing 
of taverns; together with other rights and privileges, upon which 
considerable light is thrown by the ensuing extracts from the 
Becords of the Corporation of the City of London, the State 
Papers, and the archives of the Company. 

1256. Henry de Ba, the Justiciar, came to the Guildhall in 
this year, bringing a writ from Henry III. to the Mayor and 
Sheriffi, directing them to summon before him all the vintners 
of the City, the Justiciar wishing to amerce all of them for a 
breach of the assize of wine, but the citizens claimed to be 
amerced only at the Common Pleas of the Crown, and not before 
a Justiciar at the Tower, &c.* 

The Bordeaax merchants in the 28 Edw. I. 1299, "complained 
that they could not sell their Wines, paying Poundage, neither hire 
Houses or Cellers to lay them in : and it was redressed by Vertue of 
the King's Writ, directed to the Maior and Sheriffs of London, dated 
at Carlaveroke or Carlile. Since the which time, many fair and large 
houses [with Vaults and Cellers for stowage of Wines, and lodging of 
Wines and lodging of the Bordeaux Merchants] have been bmlded, 
in place where beforetime were Cooks' houses. For Fitzstephen, in 

♦ Liber de Antiquis Legibus, fol. 70 b. 
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THE VINTNERS* COMPANY. » 

thereigne of Henry the second, writeth, that npon the River side^ 
between the Wine in Ships, and the Wine to be sold in Taverns, was 
a common Cookery or Cooks Row, &c., as in another place I have set 
down. Whereby it appears, that in those days (and till of late time) 
every Man lived by his professed Trade, not any one interrupting 
another. The Cooks dressed Meat, and sold no Wine; and the 
Tavemer sold Wine, and dressed no Meat for sale, &c."* 

1257. An edict was publbhed in the City, on August the 
5th, prohibiting any one of the King's household to take any 
provisions from the citizens against their will, saving however 
unto his lordship the King his rightful prisage of wine,f that is 
to say, from every ship that owes full custom two tuns of wine* 
at the fixed price of 40^4 

In 1282, Edward the Firat gave Botulph Wharf to Henry de 

♦ Stiype's Stow Survey of London, vol. i, Book iil, p. i, 1720 Edition. 

t The prisage claimed by the King ia thus defined in the Liher Albv^ ;— *' If 
nine tuns of wine, or less than nine, come in a ship or a boat, the King's 
Chamberlain ought to take nothing, as of right, for the King's prisage. And 
if ten tuns come, he shall take one tun; and if there are nineteen tuns, he ought 
to take nothing on account of prisage beyond one tun; and upon twenty tuns he 
shall take two. And if one hundred or two hundred tuns come together in 
one ship, the Chamberlain shall take for the King's prisage only two tuns. And 
if a great ship that comes with wines has to unload into boats before it arrives, 
and then follows the boats with the remaining wines unto the wharf, the 
Chamberlain ought to take for ship and boats only a single prisage. And if the 
mariners of the ship or of the boat can show that the King's prisage has been 
taken at Sandwich or in any other seaport by the Chamberlain, or by any other 
bailiff acting on behalf of the King, the Chamberlain ought to take nothing at 
London; but throughout all dominions of the King the merchants to whom such 
wines belong ought to go quit by reason of the first prisage. When nineteen or 
nine tuns come to London by boat it is fully lawful for the Chamberlain to take 
the assurance or the oath of the merchants to whom such wines belong that they 
do not cause the wine to arrive in such manner by small quantities for the 
purpose of avoiding or of withholding the King's prisage/' 

This prisage, though expressly provided for in the charter of Edward III.^ 
does not appear to have been acceptable to the citizens; and from Richard 11. 
they obtained a charter, one article of which was, that of the wines of the 
citizens no prije^ shall be made, that is to say, one tun from before the mast and 
another from behind the mast, or in any other form by any officer of the King or 
of any other persou against their will, but that for ever they should be quit of 
the same. 

X Liber de Antiquis Lcgibus, fol. 76 b, 

B 2 
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4 THE vintners' COMPANY. 

Kingston, and confirmed it to him for the use of the Company^ 
he paying a silver penny yearly to the King at the feast of the 
Nativity of St. John the Baptist. 

In 1311 King Edward XL issued a writ regulating the sale of 
wines within the City.* It runs as follows: — 

" Edward, by the grace of God, King of England, &c. to the Mayor 
and Sheriffs of London greeting: For the amendment of the deamess of 
wines, which of late has been in the City of London, and now is, more 
than ever it used to be, for the honour of ourselves, and for the profit 
of our people, be it ordained by ourselves and by our Council, that no 
person whatsoever, freeman or stranger, saving our customers f of 
wines, nor any other person, butler of a great lord, or any other, save 
only oar own butler, shall go to meet wines coming towards the City 
by land or by water, to offer to buy the same ; but only after they have 
been unladen and stowed in a cellar of the City. The tuns to be 
marked, and the wines to remain quiet for three days. It may then 
be sold. The Mayor and Aldermen shall cause eight or twelve good 
and lawful men to be chosen, who are most skilled in wines, to assay 
all wines. A gallon of the best wine to be sold at 5f?., the next best 
at Ad., and the rest at dd. 

Witnessed by John db Sandale, our Tr3asurcr, at Westminster, 
Jan. 5> in the 4th year of our reign." 

The Liber Albus supplies us with an instance as early as 1226, 
when, upon a cry raised by the neighbours, the Chamberlain 
and Sheriflfs of London searched the cellar of Simon Never-at- 
home, and found a tun of wine for sale contrary to the assize, 
only one out of many tuns of wine which the said Simon had 
thus disposed of; and they sold it for 40 shillings for the use of 
the King; and again in 1235, when William le Wympler and 
Simon de Cotham were caught in the same offence and treated 
in the same way. 

Late in the thirteenth century we find it ordained that no 
taverner shall keep his door open after curfew ring under a 
penalty of half a mark, and repeated injunctions are given that 
taverners shall sell by sealed measure. 

• Letter Book D. fol. cxvii b. f Receivers of the Customs. 
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THE VINTNERS* COMPANY. 5 

In 1320-1, the Vintners of London refusing to permit their 
customers to see the wine drawn from the casks, were all fined 
20 marks, and compelled to send their measures to be sealed by 
the Aldermen:* 

** Die Veneris proximo post festum Apostolomm Petri et Paoli, anno 
xiiii^, omnes yinetarii Londoniamm amerciati fnenmt ad xx marcas, 
eo quod non permittebant homines videre trahi yinum eorum sic 
venditum. Et proclamatum fuit, quod nemo ex vinetariis perturbet 
hominem aliqnem yidere, ei ire ad capnt tonelli ; et quod potellus, 
quarta, et lagena sint 6igillat«e sigillis Aldermannorum." 

This duty is again enforced by repeated ordinances; writs 
were also issued for the chastisement of vintners and taverners, 
and against their selling putrid wines or mixing corrupt wines 
with good wines; ordering that every one may see where his 
wine is drawn, and from what vessel, and that no taverner shall 
have a cloth hung before the door of his cellar; that those who 
have sweet wine shall have no other wine in the same tavern; 
that they shall not sell one wine for another; that no one shall 
go to the Pool, or elsewhere in the Thames, to meet wines for 
buying them ; that tavemers shall sell by sealed measure, and not 
by the cruse or cruskyn, i.e. the large or small drinking-cup; 
that no taverner shall put Rhenish wine and white wine of 
Gascony, of La Rochelle, of Spain, or other place, in a cellar 
together. These are mostly ordinances made by the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commonalty of London, but it is sometimes men- 
tioned that they were made with the consent of the vintners 
present. 

In 16 Edw. in. Aug. 1, 1342 :t 

"At a congregation of the Mayor, Aldermen, and an immense 
number of the Commonalty, on Monday the feast of St. Peter ad 
Vincula, Simon Fraunceys, Mayor, It was ordered and agreed, that 
no taverner should mix putrid and corrupt wine with pure and good 
wines, &c. The vintners present consented to the same. Tliomas 
Gisors, Nicholas Ponge, John Hablond, John Blaunche, John Fynche, 
John Chaucer, Henry Fannere, John de Stodeye, and several others." 

♦ Liber Custumarum, fol. 261 a. t Letter Book F. fol. Ixiil 
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6 .THE vintners' CQMPANX. 

This entry from the Account Book of the Company confirms 
the power exercised by them 1507-10:* 

First payd to Mr. Broke the Mayers Sergeaunt when they 
sawe the Malmeseyes that wer medled at Harsnapes 
Key iiijd. 

Item, payd for drinke to the Company the same tymc iiij d. 

Item, payd to a Cowper to fetche a key to see the Caprikcs j d.. 

Item, payd for brekefast at Mr. Kirkebyes hows the same 

tyme the Company dranke of the Caprik . • ij s. ij d. 

25 Edw. III. (1351).t On Monday next before the feast of 
Saint Martin, a certain bill was sent by Andrew Aubrey, the 
mayor, as appears in these words: — 

♦ Egerton MS. Brit. Mas. No. 1143, fol. 1 b. This is a most interesting record 
of the Vintners* Company, being part of an old paper acconnt-book of the 
receipts and disbursements of the Company from the 11th November (St. 
Martin's Day), 1507, 23 Henry VII. to the 1 1th November, 1522, 14 Henry VIH. 
The accounts appear to have been made up every three years; unfortxmately 
the first account, viz. from 11th November, 1607, to 11th November, .1510, is 
imperfect, the first part being missing, only some portion of the account of dis- 
bursements remaining. The first folio commences with the following entry: — 
" Money payd to It'm payd to hym for t^nsltyng of our 

John Deuereux Corp'acion out of ffrenshe in to 

Scryvener, EngUsshe . . . . v»." 

On this folio is also an entry of money paid for barge hire the 23 Henry VII. 

The accounts from the 11th November, 1510, to the 11th November, 1522, are 
perfect, and contain some very interesting information relative to the Company, 
The last account for the three whole years, from the 11th of November (St. 
Martin's Day), 1519, 11 Henry VIII., to the 11th of November, 1622, 1^' 
Henry VIH., is that of Robert Scras (Scrace), Henry Pedyll, Robert Barker* 
and Richard Eddys, Master and Wardens. This account was not audited until 
the 17th August, 1524, 16 Henry VIII. 

Following this account is a long list of the plate, from which copious extracts 
have been made for the purposes of this work. At folio 77 is a list of plate 
given to the fellowship to perpetually pray for the souls of the givers And on 
folio 78 is an entry of the delivery of the plate-chest, dated the 8th August, 
1478, 18 Edward IV.; but this appears to be a copy only of some old 
memorandum. 

This manuscript was discovered by the Editor, Mr. Thomas Milboum, who 
made the following extracts and placed them at Mr. Overairs disposal for the 
purposes of his paper, the manuscript appears to have been purchased by the 
Museum authorities of Mr. J. B. Nichols the lOth October, 1846. 

t Letter Book F. fol. ccvi. 
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THE ViNTNEES* COMPANY. 7 

** By the Mayor, 

"To John db Stodye, and \ v;*.*«^,^ 
To Henry VAimBRB, J ^«^^»«'^- 

" Assemble the good, people of the said mystery, and cause them to 
«lect by common assent four good people of the said mystery, the wisest 
and most sufficient, to treat with the Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs, 
upon some heavy business touching the state of the said City; and this 
you omit npt on the faith which you owe to our lord the King, and 
have the names and persons of those so elected at the Guildhall on 
Thursday the eve of Saint Martin." 

" Names of persons selected from the said mystery by the aforesaid 
men to come to the Guildhall of London for businesses touching the 
City, when they shall be forewarned on the part of the Mayor, Sheriffs, 
and Aldermen. 

■John de Stiodfiyfi. John Osekyn. John de Bothyng. 
(because an alderman.) John de Wendoure." 

On the 15th July, 1364, King Edward III. granted a charter to 
the Vintners, giving them power over the importation of wine ; it is 
4ated from Westminster, and by it four sufficient persons being 
the Wardens are to be presented to the Mayor, and by him to be 
sworn to see as to the selling of wines and taverns; leave was also 
accorded to the fraternity to export cloth, fish, and herrings, in 
exchange for wines; and that all wines coming to London shojuld ' 
be landed above London Bridge, westwards, towards the Vintry. 

On Monday • after the Feast of All Saints, in 1370, the 
"following men were presented to the Mayor and Aldermen to 
perform their duties faithfully: Walter Doget, William More, 
Nicholas Blake, and William Stokesly. 

38 Edw. in. Nov. 11, 1364.t Pleas holden before Adam de 
Bury, Mayor, and the Aldermen, on Tuesday the morrow of St. 
Martin (Nov. 11), 38 Edw. III. "John Rightways and John 
Penrose, taverners, were charged with trespass in the tavern of 
Walter Doget in Esichepe^ on the eve of St. Martin, and there 
selling unsound and unwholesome wines, to the deceit of the 
-common people, the contempt of the King, to the shameful dis- 
grace of the oflScers of the City, and to the grievous damage of 
♦ Letter Book G. fol. 267 b. f 1^*^^ Book G. £ol. cxli. 
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8 THE vintners' COMPANY. 

the commonalty. John Byghtwaya was discharged, and John 
Penrose found guilty; he was to be imprisoned a year and a day, 
to drink a draught of the bad wine, and the rest to be poured 
over his head; and to forswear the calling of a vintner in the 
City of London for ever." 

On Thursday the Feast of St. Valentine, Feb. 14, 1370* 
the good men of the trade of Vintners came before John de 
Chychestre, Mayor, and the Aldermen, and delivered to them 
certain artides, among them by common consent ordained, and 
requested the Mayor and Aldermen would order the same in 
future to be observed inviolably, for the good governance of the 
trade. 

1. Search to be made for corrupt wines. 

2. That no white wine of Gascoigne, of La Bochelle, of Spain, 

or any other country, shall be laid in taverns where 
Bhenish wine is for sale. 

3. That the cellar door in taverns, where wines are laid down 

for sale, shall be kept open for one person of a company 
to see the wine drawn. 

4. That upon the coming of the first fleet in time of Vintage, 

after the arrival of the first three or four ships from 
Gascoyne, inquisition shall be made, and the price fixed. 

The price of wine was carefuUy regulated by proclamation. 
Early in the fourteenth century it was ordered '* that the gallon 
of wine shall be sold for Sd.f^ and a certain tavemei was 
attached because he sold wine dearer than according to procla- 
mation. Seventy years afterwards it was ordered " that ^enish 
wines shall not be sold dearer than Sd. per gallon; Sed wine 
at 6d.; Vemye, an Italian wine, at 2^.; Malvezie, a Greek wine, 
at I6d.; Crete and Provence at 12rf." 

In 1416 the four Masters of the Vintners were enjoined f to 
assemble the citizens of their Company, and make known to them 
that they shall not sell white or red wine at a dearer price than 
eight pence per gallon, or any sweet wines dearer than twelve 
pence, on pain of forfeiture of their vessels, and imprisonment. 

♦ Letter Book G. fol. 243. f ^ot, 1, fol. 1. 
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THE vintners' COMPANY. 9 

Red Gascoigny -wine not to be sold at a higher price than 
eight pence a gallon. 

Vessels with sweet wine * coming from Calais to be examined 
before being sold. 16 Jan. 7 Hen. VI. 1428. 

Nov. 8, 1427. The charter of King Edward III. was confirmed 
by Henry VI., and another granted by him dated from Kenil- 
worth Castle, 23 Aug. 1437. 

18 June, 15 Hen. VI. 1437. The Wardens of the Vintners' 
Company sworn to make due scrutiny of Vintners-t John Lucok 
acknowledging that he had forbidden the Wardens of the Com- 
pany to enter into his shop to make scrutiny on pain of losing 
their heads,:^ was ordered to show cause why he should not be 
punished for this grave offence. 

Sept 17, 1447. A coat of arms was granted to the Company 
by Clarencieux King of Arms, '^ Sable, a chevron between three 
tuns argent." This was confirmed by Thomas Benolt, Claren- 
cieux, Oct 22, 1530, and again at the Visitation of London by 
Sir Henry St George, Knt. Richmond Herald, 1634, Richard 
Davis then being Master. 

A petition was presented by the Vintners' Company § to the 
Mayor and Aldermen of London, in 1445, against Peter Pope 
of the Wine Drawers'^ Company^ for refusing to permit them 
to carry on their labour and rights as allowed them by their 
charter. 

The Mayor and Aldermen,] in order to prevent the recurrence 
of these complaints, presented a petition to the Lord Treasurer 
against the charter granted by the King to the Wine Drawers. 

The Mayor, Recorder, and Council f waited upon the Lord 
Treasurer, and entreated him to intercede with His Majesty to 
revoke the letters patent granted to the Company of Wine 
Drawers contrary to the liberties of the City. 

The Winedrawers ** shall take no more than two pence for 
drawing one tun from the boat on to the quay, and from thence 

♦ Jot. 2, fol. 137 b. f Jor- 3, fol. 203 b. 

t Jor. 3, fol. 206. § Jor. 3, fol. 106 b. 

y Jor. 3, fol. 109 b. f Jor. 3, fol. 114 b. 
♦♦ Liber C. fol. 69. 
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10 THE VINTN^ES' COMPANY. 

unto the cellar upon the quay; and from the boat unto a cellar 
in any lane upon the Thames, two pence halfpenny; and from 
the boat unto a cellar in the street of Thames Strete, in the 
parish of St. Martin, &c. 

In the account for 1513-16 occurs, Item, p^ to the Mayors Ser- 
geant the same day that the Mayer was at the Stulyard to warn 
them to sell no Eeynnyssh wyne aboue x d. the Galone ..... 

Item, p^ to the Mayor's Officer Edmay that went w* us to speke 
w*^ the Aldermen to stop the p'clamacion wherby we shuld haue 
sold wyne for vlij d. the Galon in Mr. Broun's tyme, iiij d. iiijd.* 

At a court of aldermen, Eogerus Mart3m, Maior,f Thursday, 
Nov. 6th, 1567, 9 EUz. 

"Item this dale the Vinteners brought into the Courte here the 
Queues Highness L'res patente to them lateHe graunted, the contentes 
and efifect wherof were brieflie reported unto the Courte by Mr. 
.... who had read over and considered the same Tres patente as he 
said, the hole contentes of the which l'res the Court did assent and agree, 
that the same Yynteners shall from tyme to tyme put in due execution, 
so alwayes that they by color of the same l'res do not at any tyme 
hereafter attempt or do or cause to be done any act or acts thinge or 
thinges contrary to the lawes ancient customes or liberties of the said 
Citie, and it was agreed and ordered by the Court at the humble sute 
and request of the said Vinteners that all snche wynes as xij of the saidd 
[wise] and discrete citizens, of their said companie or more, beeinge here 
yerely swome aocordinge to the auncyent laudable custome of this cittie 
for true searche to be made of all thewynes sellered within the same citie, 
or the liberties therof to be soldo, except Rumneys and Malmeseys, and 
presentment of the same to be trulie made unto this courte, shall pre- 
sent be defective, and not meete to be dronken, shall ymediatlie be con- 
veyed and brought hither into the Guildhall, and here without delay 
be vewed and searched by the wardens of the Tallow Ohaundlers upon 
their othes, accordinge also to the auncient custome of the said citie, 
whether the same be defective wynes, or any parcell of them will serve 
to make vyneger or sauce or not, and those that will not serve to any 
suche good vse to be poured out into the canell in Cheapeside, according 
also to the said auncyent lawes and custome in that behalf." 

♦ Egerlon MS. Brit. Mas. No. 1143, fol. 32, 33. f letter Book V. fol. 187 b. 
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THE VINTNEES' COMPANY. 11 

At a court holden before Aylmer Maior, on the last day of 
February, 1520: 

** Item at the same tyme the wardens ♦ of Vynteners exhibited a bill 
purporting that divers persons of the citie who exercise and occupye - 
the crafte of yynteners by retayllyng, should not occupie the same, but 
yf they are sworn of the Company." 

Stow thus describes the Hall : \ 

" Next is Spittle lane, of old time so call^ ; since Stodies lane of 
the owner thereof, named Stodie. Sir John Stodie, Vintner, Maior in 
the yeare 1857, gave it, with all the Quadrant wherein Vintners* 
Hall now standeth, with the Tenements round about, unto the Vintners. 
The Vintners builded for themselves a fair Hall there, and also IS 
Alms-houses for 13 poor people, which are kept of charity rent-free." 

On the 10th Jan. 1497 (13 Hen. VIL),J several persons were 
" appoynted to viewe the Vynteners' Hall, and to assese the flpj^ne 
at their discrescion for the mortizyng of the said Hall.'' 

The Company appear to have exercised the power of chastising 
refractory Members, for on the 12 October, 1609,§ ** It is ordered 
that a pair of stocks shall be provided and placed in tlie Common 
Hall of this Company, and that the offenders shall sit therein for 
one whole hower in the view and sight of the whole assembly." 

This building was destroyed in the Great Fire of 1666, after 
which the Company held their meetings at the Bell Inn, in St. 
Nicholas Lane, but subsequently removed to the Fleece in Corn- 
hill. A new Hall was erected (partially on the old foundations), 
by a subscription raised among the members of the Company. 
They had their first gathering in the present building on the 
10 April, 1671. The Court Room was wainscoted at the charge 
of Samuel Comyn, Upper Warden, in 1676. 

June 7, 16I1.I[ A new charter was granted to the Company 
by King James I. enlarging their liberties and rights. 

Feb. 2, 1612.f A further gr^t to the Company was made 

♦ Repertory, 5, fol. 186. 

t Strype's Stow, toI. i. Book iu. p. 2, 1720 Edition. 

% Repertory, 1, fol. 10 b. § Minute Book of the Company. 

II Domestic State Papers, 1611—1618, p. 40. ^ Ibid. p. 117. 
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12 THE vintners' COMPANY. 

of a charter of incorporation and licence to retail wines, with 
confirmation of former privileges (dated from Westminster). 

The following entry of the good things provided for the 
Master's feast on Saint Martin's Day, the 11th Nov. 1508, shows 
that even then this Company was noted for its hospitality: 

** Money paid for Expences at Dyner on Seint Marty n's Day. 
in November, A®, xxiiij. H. vij. for the Maister^s, 1608.* 

Item for Brcde - - - - • - yj d. 

Item for Ale and Byer - - - -, - x d. 

Item for Wyne ------ xvj d. 

Item for butter ------ ij d. 

f Item for bacon, heryng - • - - - iij d. 

' Item for Salt flGbhe vd. 

Item for ixlb. of Stude Elez & iij lb. of Pymper Ele xxj d. 

Jtem for iij. Pykes, price - - - - vs. 

Item^r a quartron of Lamprons - - • ix d. 

Item for Efbez, Spyce and Sawce - - - iiij d. 

Item for Quene apples ----- iij d. 

Item for the Mynste:ples - - - - iiij d. 

Item for wode and cole r - • - - viij d. 

Item to the Coke for dressing of the dynner - viij d. 
Sm* xiij s. iij d.'' 

The next account of .the Master's feast, two years later, shows 
the increase in the value of money: 

.** Money paid for the Maester's dyner on Seint Martyne's daye 
ij. H. viii., A^ ISlO.f 

Item First payd for brede - - • - ix d. 
Item payd for Ale - - - - - ij s. 

Item payd for Wyne - - - - - vs. 

Item payd for here - - • - . viij d. 
Item payd for beeff, moton, vele, Marybones, 
and Sewet - - - - • - ij s. viij d. 

Item for iiij Conyes to stewe - - - - viij d. 

Item for vj Gese - - - - - - iij s. vj d. 

Item payd for iiij Capones - • - - v s, iiij d. 

• Egerton MS. Brit. Mus. No. 1143, fol. 7 b. f Il>W. foL 12 b, 13. 
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THE vintners' COMPANY. 13 

Item for a firesshe Salmon and ij Chynes - - vij & 

Item for X Chekyns f .- ,• t - xxd. 

Item for ix Babbettes, Benners to Boste - - xxij d. 

Item for flour for Venyson pyes and Cnstardes - viij d. 

Item for ij Galones of Creme for Custardes - yiij d. 

Item for iiij H. of Suger and other Spyces - v s. ix d. 

Item for ij disshes of butter - - - - iiij d. 
Item for Erbez and Sawco - - - • iij d. 

Item for Wode and Cole - - - - x!v d. 

Item for ij Garnysshe of vessell - - . xvj d. 

Item payd to the Waytes - - - - iiij d. 
Item payd to the Syngers towardes theyr dynner 

at John Austyn's howse - - - - viiij d. 
Item payd for the Coke's Wages and for tumyng 

the broche3 - iiij s. 

Item payd to the Syngers for kepyng of Masse 

and evensong ----- -vjs.viijd. 

Item payd for Wyne delivered into the Church 

for the Syngers - - ^ - - - viij d. 
** Money paid for the Obite. 

" Item payd for Bounes and Maunchetes - • xviij d. 

Item payd for Ale ----- ij g. 

Item payd for Wyne - - - - - ij s. iiij d. 

Item payd for Chese ----- xviij d. 
Item for a Syff of Cheryes - - - - ij s. viij d. 

Item for Sttawberye} ----- xij d. 

Item payd for Wyne the next day to the Hall - viij d. 
Item payd for the Preestes, Clerkes and 

Byngers - - - - - iiij s. viij d. 

Item payd for Oflfryng money - - • iiij d. 
Sm\ iij IL ix & xi d. 
^* Expences incurred upon the occasion of the Swearing-in of 
the Mayor and Sheriflfs, anno 23 Hen. VII. 1508:* 
Item payd for Hyryng of a barge for the 

ffeliship when the Shereffes wente to West- 

mynster to take theyr charges - - - xv s. 
• Egerton MS. Brit. Mus. No. 1143, fol. 1. 
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14 THE VINTNERS* COMPANY. 

Item for barge hyre when the Mayor tok liis 
charge ----.-. xvs. 

The total amount paid for hire of barges during 
the 23 Hen. VII. and 1 and 2 year of Henry 
VIII. was - - - - - - V li. V s. 

'^(1510.) Expences and Rewardes when Mr. Monoux and 
Mr. Dogette toke theyr Charges at Westipynster.* 
First geven to my Lord Chamberleyn's porter 
for goyng thurgh the place unto the barge - viij d." 
(Then follow other rewards.) 

To assist distressed members was then, as now, one of the 
privileges of this Company, and we find in these early accounts 
several items for that object :t 

" (1507-10.) Item lent unto Thomas White, wyne- 

drawer, by commaundement of the Maisters - xl s. 

Item lent unto Waltier Thirlowe, by the com- 
maundement of the Maisters, upon an obliga- 
cion- ------ xxyjs. yiijd. 

Item geven unto Walter Thirlowe, vyntener, 
by commaundement of the Maister when 
he was psoner in Ludgate - • - - xij d. 
Item geven and delivered to John Brown, 
vyntener^ by commaimdement of the Maister 
when he was seke - - - - - xij d. 

Item delivered to a Surgeon to hele John 
Galan, vyntener, by the commaundement of 
the Maisters - -- - - - vs. 

In the account t of John Earkeby, Robert Scrace, Henry 
Pedyll, and -George Grylle, Master and Wardens, &c., chosen on 
the day of St. Martin the Bishop in the winter, the 11th Nov. 
1510, 2 Hen. VIII. that is to wit, from the same day imto the. 
day of St. Martm, the 11th Nov. 1513, 5 Hen. VIII. "as by 
the space of thre yeres hoole, w* the sufferance of God and by 
the intercession of Seint Martyne," are the following entries: 

* Egerton MS. Brit Mns. No. 1143, fol. 13 b. 

t Ibid. fol. 1 and 1 b. J Ibid. fol. 18 b. 
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THE vintners' COMPANY. 15 

Item paid for a quayer of paper for this Booke - iij d. 

Item paid for a Dymiergeven unto M' Recorder 
and his wyfe, M'' Towne Gierke, M. Owen, 
and other persones that they broughte w^ 
theym, beside one Paycok and a Swan, xiiij s. 
z d. whereof is to me vij s. v d* and to the 
place to have their Counseilles in certayn 
causes* - - - - . - -vijs. vd. 

Item paid and spent the xiiij day of January, 
A^ iij H. viij uppon M' Stubbes, Towne Clerk, / 
at the iij Tonnes, at the Yeldehallgate f - ij d. ob. 

The following entry of one of the curious customs in use at the 
ancient feasts may be of some interest : 

LEYEBYB TO 8BBVB AT TB PRINCIPALL PBASTS. 

9th July, 1610. This daye after some relason made and debate had 
of an auncient custome used some tymes in this Compame,'and still 
continued amongst other the Worshipfnll Companies of this Cittye, That 
is, that the youngest of the 'Liverye at the chief feasts and solempni- 
ties at the Coen Hall, hare caryed the dyett to all the tables, and 
afterwards sett themselyes according to their places; It is now thought 
meete ordeyned and agreed that this daye and for from tyme to 
tyme hereafter soe many of the youngest of the Liverye as shall suffice 
shall carrye the dyett at every election dinner to the Upper Table in 
the Hall, and to the Ladyes and Gentlwomen onlye, and the rest of the 
service to be p'formed by the Waylors onlye. 

The following entries,^ relating to the repair by the Company 
of the vestments of the church of their patron saint, St. Martin, 
also of a bequest towards the repair of the said church, are 
interesting : 

Item payd to a vestment maker to amende the 
omamentes in Saint Martyn's Chapell, and 
for stuff to the same - - • - xiij s. iiij d. 

• Egerton MS. Brit. Mas. No. 1143, fol. 18 b. 

t Ibid. foL 19. t Ibid. fol. 33. 
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16 THE VIKTNER8* COMPANY. 

Item payd for iij Awter Clothes, one of bokeram, 
and ij of Diaper, and for the halowing of 
theym ------ iiij b. vj d. 

Item receved the x day of December A® v. Hen. 
viij . for the bequeste of Maister Yogge towardes 
thereparacionsoftheChnrcheof SeintMartyn - 
in the Vyntry * ----- xxs. 

In the account of John Scrace, James Spencer, Richard 
Gyttons, and Richard Hilton, Masters and Wardens, from 11 Nov. 
1513, 5 Hen. VIII. to 11 Nov. 1516, for 3 years occurs the 
following entry : 

Item payd for makyng of the lighte afore Seint 
Martyn, the iiijteday of June, A® 1514, 
"weying xxxiij lb. iij q^rtns and of new wax 
X lb. iij q*rtrons at j d. le lb. makyng f - - ij s. x d. 

The obit of John Micole, late Master of the Company, was 
kept on the 17 of April, 1507, and is referred to as follows: 

For the obite of M'^ Mycoll kept the xvij daye of April, anno 
xxiij H. vij.t 

Item payd for brede - - - - - ix d. 

Item for a kynderkyn of Ale - - - - ij s. 

Item for Wyne - - - - - - iiij s. 

Item for Cxij pepyns - - . • - xviij d. 

Item to prestes and clarkes and for r3rngyng - iiij s. 

Item for the bede rolle ----- iiij d. 

Item for offering money- - - - - iiij d. 

Item for the Waxchaundeler - - - . xxij d. 

Item in Almes ------ xiij d. 

Item to the iiij Wardeyns - - - xig s. iiij d. 

Item to the bedell- . - - - . xxd. 
Item to the parson of Seynt Martyns for the 

Hall- - - - - • - -, vijs. 

Summa - xxxvij s. x d. 

• Egerton MS. Brit Mus. No. 1143, fol. 16. f Ibid. fol. 33. 

X Ibid. fol. 15. 
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THE VINTNEBS' COMPANY. 17 

Item to Richard Gyttons, for white Coton for 
vj. gownes to vj. pore men when King Henry 
vij*® was bnryed • - - - - xvij s. iiij d. 
Item paid for Maister Sichemond's Masse f - xij d. 
Maohyn qnaintly describes the burials of Mistress Palmer in 
1560, and the Master of the Company in 1561, in the following 
words: 

1560. The xiij day of May was bered Mastores Palmer, the wyflf of 
(blank) Palmer, vyntoner, dwellyng at the sant . . . bed, at Ludgatt, 

and he gayff in gownes and cottes ax and at her berehyng 

was the cnmpene of the Vyntoners in ther leverey, and Veron dyd 
pryche at her berehyng.J 

1561, The xviij day was Sant Luke's day, the same day of October 
was bered in Whytyntun colege. Master Alesandur Karlelle, the 
Master of the Vyntoners, the wyche he mared the dowther of Ser 
George Barnes, knight, (late) mare of the noball Gete of London, and 
haburdassher, and he gayff a xx blake gownes, and he gayfif (blank) 
mantyll (frieze) gowne(s) unto (blank) pore men ; and ther wher the 
Garkes of London syngyng, and (Master) Crolley dyd pryche, and then 
to the plase to denner, and a doUe, and a ij dozen kochyons of armes, 
and the lererey of the Vyntonars.§ 

There were many restrictions imposed upon the Members of 
the Company, some of which are curious : 

Dec. 1, 6 Edw. IV. 1465.[| It was orderyd for sundrye good con- 
syderacons movynge the court, that no manner of vyntoners, or that 
retayllers of wynes to any vyttayllers or typUers within this citye, 
or the lybertyes thereof, other then the inholders, shall soffer any 
manner of person or persons, other than their owen famylies, to 
eate or dr3mcke within any of their houses upon the Sabott day 
before xi of the clocke upon payne of imprisonment of their 
bodyes for every offence, there to remain untyll suche tyme as 
they shalbe dyscharged thereof by the Lorde Mayer. 

December 10, 22 Hen. VII. 1508.T Item that all such 

• Egerton MS. Brit. Mas. No. 1143, fol. 2. f B)id. fol. 2 b. 

X Machyn's Diary, fol. 234. § Ibid. fol. 269. 

Bep. 12, No. 2, fol. 420 b. ^ Bep. 2, fol. 36 b. 
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18 THE VINTNERtt' COMPANY. 

wynes as be presented fey the Vynteners faulty shalbe tayn out 
of the celers where they lye, and to be brought to such place as 
the Mayor shall thynk convenyent, that all such wyne as is not 
holshom [wholesome] may be put out in to the cannell, and the 
remainder to be delyvered to the chandelers for sauce. ' 

October 25, 1 Henry VIII. 1509.* At the same Court com- 
mandment and instruction were given to the Wardens of the 
Vynteners, tb&t they shall straitely charge all their Company, 
that none of theym selle Reynjrsshe wynes above x pence the 
galon uppon peyne of imprisonement and ffyne makying, after 
the discrescion of the Mayor and Aldermen. 

Oct. 26, 6 Henry VIII. 1514.t Wardens of the Vintners 
commanded to warn all persons selling wine by retail to see that 
their pots be sealed by a given day, after which the Chamberlain 
shall seize all pots unsealed. 

Letters Patent J were granted by King Henry VIII. Feb. 26, 
1518, in the 9th year of his reign, to the Vintners* Company, to 
use the measures for the sale of wine according to the measure? 
delivered in at Guildhall, and all vintners ordered to send in 
their measures to the Guildhall to be tried, assized, and marked. 

It appears by the records of the Court of Aldermen that on 
the 12th. day of January, in the 23rd year of Queen Elizabeth, a 
petition of the citizens of London then using the trade of the 
retailing of wines, as well such as were free of the Company of 
Vintners, as of other Companies, reciting the last-mentioned 
charter, and that since the granting thereof there had hitherto 
been no allowance made of any person, according to the limita- 
tions thereof, by reason whereof great multitudes did daily set up 
taverns, not only such as neither were nor ought to be allowed 
by the said licence, but also foreigners and strangers, and in 
excessive numbers, and in places inconvenient, and without 
being charged to the keeping of good ordinances, to the great 
hurt of the common weal and the manifest peril of bringing the 
whole licence aforesaid into question; and therefore pra3ring that 
the provisions of the said charter might be enforced, and that 

♦ Itep. 2, fol. 75. t'lbi^- iol 198 b. 

t Jor. 11, fol. 841. 
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persons licensed might be called and commanded to observe the 
contents of that patent, and of the ordinances exhibited with the 
petition, and that none should be permitted to keep taverns who 
were not licensed under the recited charter; which petition waa 
granted and ordered to be entered in the repertory. 

February 10, 1628. The Lord Mayor (Hugh Hammersley) 
and others of the City of London writing to the Council. Under 
this date state that according to an order of the Council,* for 
freeing the City of the debts to which they stood engaged forthelaie 
and present King, it was enacted, by Common Council', on the 17 th 
December last, that 60,000/. should be levied upon the several 
Companies, according to the proportions in which they are rated» 
towards their provisions of 10,000 quarters of com; according to 
which rate 3,120/. was to be provided by the Company of Vint- 
ners; but Philip Travis, Cordell Hamond, Ralph Moore, Nicholas 
Clegate, Alexander Child, and Michael Gardner, freemen of that 
Company, refused to furnish the sums rated upon them. Where- 
upon Hamond and Travis were committed to Newgate on January 
9 last, and the rest of them since; and Hamond and Travis endea- 
vour by Habeas Corpus to be enlarged. 

July 3, 1629. By an order of Council.t On complaint of the French 
merchants and the Company of Vintners of London, of the larg^ 
quantities of French wines now remaining on their hands, it is thought 
fit that a proclamation be published to prohibit farther importation 
until February next, and that no importation of wines be permitted in 
any other than English bottoms. 

July 13, 1629. The Warden of the Vintners' Company and others, J 
appointed by the same Company to view a house in Beacole lane, 
which Nicholas Banaster intends for a tavern, certified to the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of London. That they found the same unfit 
to be tolerated, in regard to the situation thereof, being near certain 
alleys, in a back place, and having a bowling alley and pair of butts, 
where poor people will spend their thrift and cause brawls. 

In 1630. Gregory Jenner, haymaker in Colchester, petitioned the 
King.§ . With reference to the abuse committed by vintners in selling 

• State Papers, Domestic, 1627-8, p. 654. f H>id- 1629-31, p. S. 

t Ibid. p. 10. § Ibid. pp. 443-4. 
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20 THE VINTKERS' COMPANY.* 

sugar to be drunk with wine in the taverns, and suggested a remedy. 
The petitioner prayed for the sole right of applying the remedy for 
snch term and at such rent as the King may think fit. 

The petition states. The abuse is that vintners buy the sugar 
they sell to be drunk with wine vended in taverns at 18c?. or 19rf. 
the pound, which they make up into 18, 19, or 20 several papers, 
and selling each for 2d. a paper, make of each pound Ss, and upwards,, 
whereby the King is hindered in his customs, in respect that less sugar 
is spent with wine than would usually be if sold at a reasonable rate. 
The remedy proposed is for the grocer to divide the pound into IB- 
ounce packets, for which he is to charge 2s. per lb., out of which he is 
to pay Sd. per lb. to the Bang, while the vmtner, paying 25., is to sell 
his 16 packets at 2d. each. 

February 21, 1684-5. From the notes of Secretary Windebank of 
proceedings at this date at the Committee for Trade, the King being 
present. We learn that proposals were made by the Company of 
Vintners, that upon permission to dress meat, to sell tobacco, to buy 
wines freely^ and that the number of licences should be diminished, 
they would pay the King 6,000Z. presently, and hereafter would pay 
what should be thought fitting. It was resolved that the money 
should be taken, with some engagement on the part of the Company 
for such future payments as Rhould be thought fitting.* 

The Master and Wardens of the Company of Vintners of the City of 
London, on the 17 April, 1686, petitioned f the Council. That His 
Majesty having restored the Vintners' liberty to sell victual, from which 
they were restrained by a decree in the Star Chamber, whereupon 6,00OZ. 
was lately paid into the Exchequer, a great part whereof was not yet 
collected by the Petitioners, by reason that sundry free vintners refused 
to make payment of their rateable parts. The Petitioners prayed the 
Lords to cause the defaulters to make present payment. 

To this the Council replied. The Lords think this Petition should be 
presented to the Commissioners of Trade, with the names of the 
persons complained of.J 

July, 1685. The Company of Vintners again petitioned the Council. 
That it pleased the Lords (in respect 40s. parcel of the 3Z. a tun imposed 
on wines last year, is taken oflF) to order that the price of French wines 
should be abated from 7d. to 6rf. the quart; and that they the Vintners 

• State Papers, Domestic, 1634-5, pp. 520-1. 

t Ibid. 1636, p. 30. % Ibid. 
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caused the retailers of wines to be summoned to their hall, and declared 
to ihem the order for the said price, the Masters and Wardens having sold 
their own wines at 6d, the quart accordingly; but the taking off that 
40^. a tun had brought no benefit to the retailers, who had paid as 
dear for their wines this year as in the year last past, so that if they 
sold the wines remaining on their hands at Bd. a quart, many retailers 
would be utterly disabled to maintain their families and pay their debts. 
And prayed for relief.* 

December 9, 1685. The Company of Vintners of London petitioned 
the King. Praying for liberty to dress and sell victuals and beer in 
their houses (with the exception of pheasants and partridges) ; also that 
they might sell tobacco ; and also that ** machanick cowpers" and other 
intruders might be restrained, and that no licence for retailing be 
granted within London or three mUes thereof.f 

A curious tract was published in 1641, entitled ^^ A true Dis- 
covery of the Projectors of the Wine project, out of the Vintners' 
own orders made at their Common Hall, whereby it clearely 
appeares that this project was contrived at Vintners' Hall by the 
dramng vintners of Landonj and for their only advantage, to sup- 
presse the Coopers, and monopolise the sole benefit of retailing 
wines throughout this kingdom. This was followed by the 
** Reply to a most untrue relation made and set forth in Print, by 
certain Vintners in excuse of their wine project, 1641.'* Another 
tract was entitled '^ The late discourse between Master Abel and 
Master Richard Eilvert, interrupted at first by an ancient and 
angry Gentlewoman." These were published against the monO' 
polising then very grievously felt in trade ; and in this same year 
was issued a caricature of Alderman Abell, wine monopoliser. 

November 7, 1 643. The Lords and Commons X having been informed 
that the Vintners of the City of London and Westminster and ten 
miles compasse, as also throughout the country, have, notwithstanding 
the favourable provision made for them, by the ^everall ordinances of 
Excise, first of October, delayed to pay the half excise, thereby limited 
and appointed to be paid by the said vintners for such wines as were 
upon their hands, at or before the eleventh of September last, 

• State Papers, Domestic, 1636, pp. 306-7. t Ibid. p. 646. 
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It is hereby ordained by the said Lords and Commons assembled 
in Parliament, That if any Vintner shall delay or neglect, without 
further warning, to bring in all such sums of money as shall be due 
for excise of wines upon their hands, at or before the eleventh of 
September last, into such office of excise, under which their habita- 
tion is comprehended, within ten dayes after publication hereof, within 
the respective places. That then every such vintner shall, after expi- 
ration of the said ten dayes, be lyable to pay whole excise for all such 
wines as the merchant and cooper by the said ordinance is injoyned. 
And in default thereof, by delay, or not payment of the said whole 
excise, every such vintner shall be proceeded against without delay, 
by distresse, or otherwise, according to the ordinance of excise. 

In 1645 an ordinance viras passed by the Lordd and Commons 
assembled in Parliament for freeing and discharging the vintners 
from any demand for or concerning any delinquencies concerning 
the imposition of 40«. per tunne on wines, or anything concerning 
the same.* 

The privileges of the Corporation of' the City of London 
having, upon the judgment upon an information in the nature 
of a Quo Warranto, been declared to be forfeited, many of the 
privileged Companies of the City were persuaded or compelled 
to surrender their former charters into the King's hands, and to 
take other charters upon such terms as the Court thought proper 
to concede, and the master, wardens, and freemen, and com- 
monalty of the mystery of Vintners amongst others surrendered 
their rights, and accepted the charter referred to. 

All charters granted to the Companies of the City of London, 
from the thirty-fifth year of King Charles the Second to the 
fourth year of King James the Second, were by an instrument, 
believed to be yet remaining on record in the Chapel of the Eolls, 
and bearing date in the fourth year of the latter reign, declared 
to be null and void, as containing illegal clauses; and the Com- 
panies were thereby restored to their ancient charters, liberties, 
and franchises. 

In the records of the Court of Aldermen (repertory Chapman, 
No, 94, fo. 3) is to be found the following entry: 

• Tract. 
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Cur* SpiaP, tent' die domlnica, vij® die Octobr' 1688, Anoq^ 
R.R» Jacobi Scdi Angi &c. iiij^. 

Chapman Maior — Moore, Smith, Jeffery, Lewis, Daniel, 
and Rich: Aldermen. 

His Majesty having been gracionsly pleased to restore to the City 
its ancient franchises, and required by his charter, lately given for that 
purpose, that this Court should cause to bo restored to their respective 
places all such liverymen of the several Companies of this City as were 
of the livery of the said Companies at the time of the late judgment, 
given against this City upon the Quo Warranto. It is therefore 
ordered by this Court, that all such members of the respective Livery 
Companies, now living, as were of the livery at the time of the said 
judgment, be forthwith restored to their said places. And it is 
ordered that the Master, Wardens, and Assistants* of all the said 
Companies do forthwith see the same performed and executed; and 
that the clerk of every Company have notice immediately to repair to 
Mr. Town Clerk, and take a copy of this order to be entered in their 
books, and presently communicated to the Master and Wardens of 
their respective Companies. 

Besides this general restoration of the privileges of the City 
Companies, by letters patent bearing date the twenty-second day 
of November in the same year. King James the Second restored 
the master, wardens, and freemen and commonalty of the mystery 
of Vintners of the City of London all their ancient rights, privi- 
leges, authorities, and liberties, touching the nomination and 
election of the master, wardens, assistants, and livery, and of the 
clerk, after the death of Edward Auger, who then held that 
ofBce; and granted that all those who were members of the court 
at the date of the former charter should take the same precedency 
as they then respectively enjoyed. 

By a statute made in the second year of the reign of King 
William and Queen Mary, being the year of our Lord one 
thousand six hundred and ninety, it was enacted that all alid every 
the Companies and Corporations of the said City should thence- 
forth stand and be incorporated by such name or names, and in 
such sort and manner as they respectively were at the time of the 
said judgment given; and every of them were thereby restored^ 
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to all and every the lands, tenements, hereditaments^ rights, titles, 
estates. Liberties, powers, privileges, precedenties, and immunities, 
which they lawfully had and enjoyed at the time of giving the 
said judgment, and that as well all surrenders, as all charters, 
letters patents, and grants for new incorporating any of the said 
Companies or touching or concerning any of their liberties, 
privileges, or franchises, made or granted by the late King James 
the Second or by King Charles the Second since the giving of 
the above-mentioned judgment were thereby declared null and 
void to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

Wine Tackle Porters. — The first mention of these servants 
occurs in the bye-law made in the 23 Hen. VII. by which it is 
ordained that no retailer of wine shall employ ^ny other than 
the tackle of this Company, upon pain of forfeiting for every 
tun so wrought out of the tackle, 3^. 4d. This order, which is 
repeated in the great bye-law of the 36 Elizabeth is the only 
provision that has been met with on the subject. 

It appears that from time immemorial the Vintners* Company 
enjoyed the exclusive rigjit of loading and landing, rolling, 
pitching, and turning, all wines and spirits imported to, or 
exported from, the City of London, and all places within three 
miles of the same. From this franchise, which was exercised 
by the tackle porters, the Company derived a very considerable 
emolument. But in the years 1799, 1800, 1804, and 1805, 
several Acts of Parliament were passed, by which this privilege 
was in a great measure transferred to the West India and London 
Dock Companies, and commissioners were appointed to make 
compensation to the parties injured. 

Swan Upping. — The Vintners* Company has enjoyed the 
privilege of keeping a number of these regal birds upon the River 
Thames from the time of legal memory. The earliest record 
relating to this custom will be found in the accounts of the 
Master and Wardens of the Company now in the British Museum, 
about the year 1609. 

Money payd for expences for uppyng of Swanes. 

Item payd in the grete firoste to James the vnder 

Swanherd for Uppyng of the Maister's Swannes - iiij r. 
Item for bote hyr at the same tyme - - - iiij cL 
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The next record is contained in the first Court Book of the 
Company,* under date the 10 July, 1609, being the appoint- 
ment of swan oflScers, in the following words: 

Swan Uppers for this year : 

Mr. Edwards or Mr. Bate in his stead. 

Mr. Warden Bonham. 

Mr. Newman. 

Mr. Hodgson. 

Mr. Whaplett. 

Mr. Kynaston. 

Mr. Gale. 

It is quite clear, therefore, that at the time when we find them 
first mentioned, viz. about 379 years ago, the swanery was no 
novelty. 

The custom of the Company is to confide the care of the 
swans, the possession of which is justly esteemed an important 
franchise, to the younger of the three Wardens, who are annually 
elected. It is his province to see to their safety, and to direct 
the swan marker, when necessary, to inspect the birds. 

On the last Monday in July, when the cygnets, or young 
swans, are about two months old, what is called the swan voyage 
is made; and the swan herdsmen, or swan marker, of Her 
Majesty, and the Companies of Vintners and Dyers, assemble at 
SoutTiwark Bridge, at such hour as may be appointed by the 
first-named oflBcer, whence they proceed together on their 
journey. 

The cob, or male bird, as is well known, is remarkably faithful 
to the pen, or female, by which means it is easy to distinguish 
the parents of any particular brood. The custom^ accordingly, 
which regulates the division of the young, allots an equal number 
of cygnets to the owners of the cob and pen, and, in case there 
should be an odd bird, it is given to the proprietor of the cob. 
The young birds being too young to fly at the time when the 
swan voyage is made, are pinioned and marked by the swan 

• Company's MSS. p. 48. 
E 



Digitized by 



Google 



26 THE vintners' COMPANY. 

markers with the particular marks of their respective employers, 
in order that when the birds are turned loose upon the river 
each owner may distinguish his own property. These marks 
consist of nicks or incisions in the swan's bill. 

It is often necessary in the winter season to go up the river^ 
especially after heavy floods or very severe frosts^ in order to 
look to the safety of the birds, and to bring back those who 
have wandered from the river, and an extra expense is of course 
incurred. This excursion is made under the direction of the 
Swan Warden, and at the expense of the Company; and, in 
order to induce the fishermen on the river to preserve the birds, 
a very liberal remuneration is made to those who succour them. 

This practice appears to have arisen from a custom of Buck- 
inghamshire, which was judicially established in the case of 
Lord Strange and Sir John Charlton, in the second year of the 
reign of King Richard the Third, whereby it was resolved that, 
if any swan builds upon the banks of the river Thames within that 
county, the owner of the swan shall have the two best cygnets, 
and the other, which is called *Hhe ground bird," shall belong 
to the owner of the soil, this custom being found to afford less 
opportunities for the commission or concealment of fraud, than 
the practice of giving a pecuniary reward to those who nested 
or protected the swans. 

The number of swans belonging to this Company has at 
different times varied from about 500 to 9. 

• Swan Rotaltt. — The swan is so highly regarded by the 
laws of England that it alone of all birds can be an estray; it is 
regarded as game, and as a ** royal bird." And by an old 
statute of Eang Edward IV. no person of what estate, degree, 
or condition he be, other than the son of our Sovereign Lord 
the King, may have or possess any such game of his own except 
he have lands and tenements (terrez ou tenementz) of the estate 
of freehold to the clear annual value of five marks. 

In the thirty-fourth year of the reign of Elizabeth, in the 
great case of the Queen against Lady Joan Young, it was 
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resolved, that although a man, duly qualified , may have swans 
in his own private waters, and may even recover them before » 
the king's swanherdsman shall seize them, if they escape into the 
common and open river, " none can have a swan mark (which, 
says Sir Edward Coke in Latin, is cigninota) unless it be by the 
grant of the King, or of his officers authorised thereto, or by 
prescription ; and if he have a lawful swan mark^ and have 
swans swimmins^ in the open and common river, lawfully marked 
therewith, they shall belong to him by reason of his privilege; 
and yet, without prescription, they shall belong to the King by 
his prerogative." 
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Mr. John Gough Nichols, in commencing his account of the 
muniments of the Company, states that they appear to have been 
preserved from the earliest days of the Company in an.unusually 
complete series, though some have partially suffered from damp 
and other causes of decay, and proceeds to describe them as 
follows : 

BOYAL CHABTEBS. 

I. Edwabd III. Letters Patent, in French, dated at West- 
minster 15th July, 38th Edw. III. (1364). The great seal in 
green wax is attached. 

The object of this charter was to regulate the trade for wine 
with Grascony. After stating that by a recent Act of Parliament 
the merchants of England had been limited to traffic in one line 
of trade only, that in Grascoigne there was no qther trade but for 
wine only, and that Englishmen could not purchase wines on 
favourable terms for want of facilities for vending other wares, it 
ordains that the trade of wines should be confined to such only, 
— to wit, in London those only who were free of the craft of 
Vintry (mestiere de vinetrie)^ and in other cities, boroughs, and 
towns those that were skilful and cunning of the same craft; to 
whom it should be permitted to purchase wines there and bring 
them to England, and to sell their own wines wholesale or retaU 
to lords and others as they should see most for their profit, at a 
reasonable price and gain. And also that the merchants of Gas- 
coigne, and other strangers and foreigners which should bring 
wines into England, should sell only in gross by tonnels and 
pipes, and not by retail nor in small parcels, to the lords and to 
other pqople of the commons for their store and consumption in 
their own houses, and to the said merchants vinters {sic) who 
would buy them. No wine when once brought into England 
was to be carried out again without the King's special leave. 
The said merchants of the craft of the merchandise of wines were 
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to elect every year four persons of the most sufficient, most loyal, 
and most cunning of the said crafl, not keeping a tavern, and 
present them to the mayor of the City of London, or the mayors 
of the other cities, boroughs, and towns where such craft was 
used, or to the bailiff or president where there was no mayor, 
which four men should then be sworn to survey that all kinds 
of wines were sold in taverns at a reasonable price for such a 
wine and of such quality as they were known and named. And 
that the tavemers should be ruled by the said four persons, who 
should have power to correct and amend any defaults found, and 
to award due punishment. 

Further, in order that less money should pass out of the king- 
dom, the merchant vinters of England were empowered to buy 
cloths, and the merchants of Gascoigne bringing wines into Eng- 
land to buy the dry fish of the counties of Cornwall and Devon, 
herrings, and cloths throughout England, and carry them to Qns- 
coigne and elsewhere for their profit, and of the monies thence 
arising to buy wines there and bring them into England; pro- 
vided they did not sell cloths, fish, or herrings in England. 
Nor shall the GUscon or other foreigners sell wines in England 
by retail, nor by less parcels in wholesale than tonnels and pipes. 
All wines coming to London were to be discharged and landed 
above the bridge, towards the west, and towards the Vintry, so 
that the King^s butler, his guager, and searchers might have view 
and knowledge of the places where they should be warehoused 
ijierbergiz)^ and take the customs and prises,* and do that which 
to their offices belongs. No merchant nor other denizen or 
foreigner of any condition was to sell or buy wines, cloths, fish, 
or herring in other manner under pain of imprisonment and 
forfeiture of the goods. 

II. Henry VL Letters patent in Latin confirming *by In- 
speximus the charter of Edward the Third. Dated at Westminster 
8th Nov. 6th Hen. VL (1427). The great seal in green wax is 
attached. 

* The prUes were tolls in kind taken like that for the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, mentioned in p. 110. See also foot-note, p. 3. 
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III. Second Chabteb op Henbt VI. dated at his Castle of 
Kenilworth 23rd Aug. 16 Hen. VI. (1438). 

This was the Charter by which the Vintners were first incor- 
porated to be a Company. The King of his special grace did 
grant that from thenceforth the mystery aforesaid shoidd be, in 
deed and in name, one body and one perpetual Company; with 
power to choose from themselves four masters or wardens to 
oversee, rule, and govern the mystery aforesaid, and all men and 
business of the same for ever; and that the same masters or 
wardens and commonalty might have perpetual succession and a 
common seal, and that they and their successors for ever should 
be persons capable of purchasing, and that they might plead and 
be impleaded by the name of the masters or wardens of the com- 
monalty and mystery of Vintners, and purchase lands in London 
holden of the King to the annual value of twenty pounds with 
other privileges; which Charter is exemplified and confirmed by 
letters patent of King Henry the Seventh, bearing date at West- 
minster the second day of October, in the twenty-fourth year of 
his reign; and, together with the confirmation by King Henry 
the Seventh^ was re-exemplified and confirmed by the after-men- 
tioned charter of the fifth and sixth years of King Philip and 
Queen Mary. 

The document consists of fourteen long lines only. The initial 
1^ is prettily drawn in pen and ink, and upon it is the motto^ 
Sit soli deo honor i euu (t. e, in evum). 

The great seal is beautifiiUy perfect Attached is also a writ 
from the Privy Council dictating the terms of the Charter. 

IV. Henry VII. 30th Sept. 1 Hen. VII. (1485). 

This is merely a confirmation by Inspeximus of the preceding 
charter of 16th Hen. VI. 

On the initial J is inscribed SIT SOLI DEO HONOR. 
The great seal is in green wax, much broken. 

V. Mart, 22nd May, 1554. This charter, which is in English, 
is one merely of a temporary character. By the fifth chapter of 
a statute, made in the seventh year of the reign of King Edward 
the Sixth, it was enacted that no person after the Feast of Saint 
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Michael then next should utter by retail any wines at a higher 
price than therein is mentioned under a penalty of five pounds; 
nor keep any tavern, nor sell wines by retail, except in cities 
or boroughs, or in the towns of Sittingboume, Gravesend, Tux- 
ford, and Bagshot^ under a penalty of ten pounds; nor keep 
any tavern, nor sell wines by retail, in any city, borough, or 
town, corporate, tmless duly nominated and authorised by the , 
head officers and Common Council thereof by writing under 
their common seal, under a penalty of five pounds; and that 
the number of tavern keepers in London should be limited to 
forty 5 in York, to eight; and in other cities and towns in 
proportion. 

This Act being justly considered injurious and ruinous to 
persons engaged in the wine trade, it appears that the Company 
of Vintners of London petitioned Queen Mary to suspend the 
operation thereof; alleging that, if it suddenly should be put 
into execution, they should be constrained to put away their 
apprentices, journeymen, and other servants, and break up their 
households, to their utter undoing; they having no means of 
living, except the retailing of wines. The Queen, therefore, by 
her patent, bearing date at Westminster the thirtieth day of 
September, in the first year of her reign, gave licence and liberty 
to the mystery, and Company of Vintners to continue their 
taverns, and to retail wines as theretofore, notwithstanding the 
recited Statute of King Edward, until the twelfth day of 
' November then next; the Queen intending, in the meanwhile, 
upon examination of the case, finally to resolve her pleasure as 
to the execution of that statute within the City of London 5 and 
by another patent, bearing date at "Westminster the twenty- 
second day of May, in the same year of her reign, the Act was 
suspended, as to this Corporation, until the thirtieth day of June, 
one thousand five hundred and fifty-five; and afterwards by 
another Patent, bearing date at Westminster on the twenty-sixth 
day of March, ih the first and second years of King Philip and 
Queen Mary, until the end of ten years from the date of those 
presents ; and all penalties incurred in the meantime were 
remitted to the said Vintners and every of them. 
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The great seal in yellow wax is perfect, representing Mary 
alone: under her effigy on both sides is the motto tbmporis 

FILIA VERITAS. 

VI. Philip and Mart, in their 6th and 6th year, 30th July, 
1558. This charter, dated at Richmond, recites the Inspeximus 
of Henry VII., and confirms the charter of Henry VI. It is 
granted to John Shelley, Alexander Carlelle, Thomas Derlove, 
and Bichard Smjrthe, now masters or wardens of the Company, 
and recites the Company's request to be made into another body 
corporate, the King and Queen ordained and constituted the 
mystery of Vintners of the City of London a mystery of itself, 
and the freemen and commonalty thereof were to be one body 
corporate and politic, in deed, fact, and name, by the name of 
the master and wardens and freemen and commonalty of the 
mystery of Vintners of London; to have perpetual succession and 
to purchase and convey lands in fee; and granted that they 
might be capable of pleading and being impleaded in any court 
and all actions; and that they might have a common seal, and 
alter, break, and renew the same at their pleasure; and the King 
and Queen did, will that from thenceforth there should be but 
one master and three wardens (the master to have been a warden 
and to serve till Martinmas); and that the new corporation 
thereby constituted should enjoy all the rights and privileges of 
the former Company; and that it might have a hall or council- 
house for the transaction of business, there to hold meetings, the 
same master and wardens and freemen and commonalty, or the 
major part of them, or the major part of the assistants and elders 
of the freemen of the said mystery for ever, thereafter might 
make bye-laws and inflict penalties for the breach thereof; and 
might take grants of lands, not holden of the Crown by knight's 
service, to the value of forty pounds per annum, notwithstanding 
the Statute of Mortmain, for the support of the Company's poor; 
and the now recited charter regulated the election of officers in 
manner therein mentioned. 

By this charter it will be seen that the Company were 
empowered to purchase lands of the value of 40i. a year (so that 
the same be not held in capites or by knight's service), as well 
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of Stephen Mason, of Weveringstrete, in the county of Kent, 
citizen and vintner, as of any other persons. Mason, whose name 
is written in illuminated characters, was no doubt the feoffee or 
trustee of the estates which the Company abready possessed. 

This charter is beautifully illuminated. 
A drawing of St. Martin dividing hb coat 
to the beggar is placed before the initial P, 
in which the King and Queen are represented 
seated, the former carrying in his right hand 
a sword, the latter a sceptre, and both with 
orbs in their left hands. Above their heads, 
ViVANT Rex et Regina. His motto, 
Neo spb NEC metu; and hers, Veritas 
TEMPOBIS FILIA, are on either side. 

In the upper margin appear their arms, 
impaled, within the garter: a lion and a 
dragon sejant, each holding a blue banner 
charged with a fleur de lis; badges of the 
rose, fleur de lis, and pomegranate; and in 
the margin are strawberries, roses, and 
other flowers. Also the arms of the City 
and of the Company; a scull with the 
motto N080B TE IPSVM; and the mer- 
chant's mark of Stephen Mason, of which 
a fac-simile is now engraved. 

The impression of the great seal was remarkably -sharp, but 
only a portion of it now remains. 

vn. First Charter op Elizabeth. In the first year of her 
reign 1559 (Nov. 6) Elizabeth confirms by Inspeximus the.Charter 
of Philip and Mary. In the initial is a drawing in pen and ink 
of the Queen seated, .very young in appearance; in the hand the 
royal arms; and the lion and dragon bearing standards. It was 
passed for a fine of " liij» viij* '^ paid into the Exchequer, as 
attested by the signature of Sir Nicholas Bacon, the Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal. 

Ex' per nos Bicardom Rede, i . 

JToanne Vaughan, \ ^^^^ 
P 
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VIII. Second Charter of Elizabeth. Dated at St. 
Alban'B 17th May, 9th Ellz. (1567). 

This was a new charter under the privy seal, by which the 
Queen constituted and declared the Freemen of the mystery of 
Vintners of London a body corporate and politic of themselves, 
in deed, fact, and name, to have perpetual succession, and to 
consist of one Master, three Wardens, and the Freemen and 
Commonalty of the mystery by the name of the Master, Wardens, 
and Freemen and Commonalty of the mystery of Vintners of 
the City of London; and granted that they should be capable of 
pleading, and being impleaded in any court, and in all actions, 
and that they should have a common seal, and a hall or coimcil 
house, with power to make bye-laws and ordinances, and to inflict 
such penalties for the non-observance thereof, as they in their 
discretion should think fit; and confirmed unto them all the 
lands, goods, privileges, and immunities which then were, or, 
at any time th<;retofore, had been holden or enjoyed by the 
members of the said mystery, and that they might purchase 
other lands, not exceeding in clear yearly value the sum of forty 
pounds, and demise and dispose of the same, the Statute of 
Mortmain notwithstanding : and she also granted and gave 
licence to the said Company, that every freeman thereof, men- 
tioning by name Thomas Leighe of Bedford, Peter Lilly of 
Canterbury, William Kolfe of Kingston-upon-HuU, William 
Southe of Louthe, John Briskyn of Battersey (in Surrey), 
William Close of St. Alban's, William Marston of Bamett, 
Christopher Pilbarowe of Romford, Arkenwolde Gittens of 
Uxbridge, John Ballage of Aylesbury, Benedict Billinge of 
Berwick, Mary Gosnell of Abingdon, and Thomas Hardware of 
Yarmouth, might keep one tavern and retail wines as wqU in 
London and within three miles thereof as in all port towns and 
thoroughfare towns where the Queen's couriers, commonly called 
posts, were usually placed between Dover and London, and 
London and Berwick, notwithstanding the above-recited Act of 
King Edward the Sixth, provided that so often as the number 
of tavemers in any town exceeded the number limited by the 
statute of King Edward, the now-recited charter as to them 
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should be void; and that the Queen, her heirs or successors, 
might suspend, restrain, or disannul this clau^ at her or their 
pleasure; and it was granted ihe newly constituted Company 
should have the searching, correction, and government of all 
wines, and of men oylaging and filling wines, and selling or 
uttering wines, or keeping taverns in the City of London, or 
within three miles thereof, and the punishment of offences 
therein by them committed, with other privileges and immu- 
nities, which said charter was exemplified and confirmed by 
inspexiraus by letters patent bearing date at Westminster, the 
first day of March, in the first year of the reign of King James 
the First. 

IX. There was another charter granted by Elizabeth, dated at 
her castle of Wix^dsor 12 Oct. in her 19th year (1577), of which 
the original is not preserved ; but a translation is in its place in 
the great book of Charters. This charter recites that by the 
ancient custom of the City of London every freeman thereof 
was at liberty to follow any lawful trade that he pleased, which 
priyilege was greatly impeaclied by the before-mentioned Act of 
Edward the Sixth, to the impoverishing of sundry lionest and 
substantial men, and to the utter undoing of many others; and 
that the dispensation of that statute by the late Queen yMary 
extended only to the then freemen of the Company during 
their natural lives, and not to their children or apprentices; and 
that the Queen as much tendered the welfare of the said city as 
any of her progenitors. Her Majesty granted to the Mayor and 
Commonalty and Citizens of the City of London and thfeir 
successors, that all persons who should be free of the said city by 
birth or by service of seven . years as an apprentice and brought 
up in the exercise of the feat and trade of retailing wines; and 
every widow of such freeman, and every such freeman as aforesaid 
who thereafter should marry the widow of any other freeman of 
the said city lawfully occupying the s^id feat or trade being not 
the widow of a Vintner, and inhabiting within the city of 
London or the liberties or jurisdiction thereof, or the city of 
Westminster, or. the borough of Southwark, or the liberties of 
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the Duchy of Lancaster without Temple Bar, should, and law- 
fully ought, at his and their free will and pleasure, by himself^ 
or by any his wife, apprentices, or servants, keep one tavern for 
sale of all sorts of wine by retail in any of the places above 
mentioned, notwithstanding the statute of King Edward or any 
other statute or proclamation to the contrary; and it was pro- 
vided that no person, not being free of the Company of Vintners, 
should keep more than one tavern or retail wines in the places 
afipesaid without the licence of the Mayor and Aldermen, and 
that such retailers should be subject to the ordinances of this 
Company. And it was also provided that nothing contained in 
that ch&rter should take from the freemen of the Vintners' 
Company, nor fropi the other persons therein mentioned, any 
liberty or power whatsoever. 

X. The FIRST Chabter op James L This charter, which 
is dated on the 1st March, I James I. (1604) is such a con6r- 
mation as had become usual at the commencement of a new 
reign : but it is remarkable that it confirmed the charter of the 
9th Eliz^^ disregarding that of the 19th. It was passed for a fine 
of 8Z. paid into the Hanaper of the Exchequer, and has at its foot 
this memorandum in the autograph of the Lord Chancellor: 

Taxatur finis ad viij". 

T. Ellesmerej Cane. 
^x' per nos Thoma Legge j 

& I Cl'icos. 

Joh*em TyndeU ) 

XI. The second Charter of James L On the 2nd Feb. 
9 James I. (1612), the Vintners' Company received an entirely 
new charter (the established charter of the Company). His 
Majesty did constitute and declare that thenceforth the freemen 
of the mystery of Vmtners of London should be one body cor- 
porate and politic in deed, fact, and name, and one perpetual 
Company, incorporated of one Master, three Wardens, and the 
Freemen and Commonalty of the mystery of Vintners of the City 
of London; and by the name of the Master, Wardens, and Free- 
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men and Commonalty of the mystery of Vintners of the City of 
London, should have perpetual succession and a common seal, 
and might plead and be impleaded in all courts and in all causes; 
and make bye-laws for the government of themselves, and all 
others using the mystery of retailing wine in London and within 
three miles thereof, and might inflict punishments and amercia- 
ments for disobedience thereof; and that they might have a hall, 
and hold courts there, consisting of thirteen persons or more, for 
decreeing and treating of the ordinances and government of the 
said Corporation ; and that they might annually elect a Master 
and three Wardens, who should have power to adminbter oaths 
to the oflicers and freemen thereof, and that they might possess 
lands, not immediately holden of the King in capite, or by 
knights' service, to the yearly value of two hundred pounds, and 
might dispose thereof at pleasure the statute of mortmain or any 
other statute to the contrary notwithstanding; and, further, that 
all freemen of the said Company dwelling, or thereafter to dwell, 
in London, or within three miles thereof, and in all port and 
thoroughfare towns where the King's couriers, commonly called 
posts, were, or thereafter should be, set up, between Dover and 
London, and between London and Berwick, might keep a tavern 
by themselves or their servants, and retail wines for their profit, 
provided they did not surpass or exceed the number of taverns 
limited to each town by the statute of King Edward, notwith- 
standing that, or any other statute, ordinance, or proclamation ; 
and the King did furthermore will and grant that this Corpora- 
tion should have the overseeing, searching, correction, and 
government of all and singular wines, and of men oylaging and 
filling of wines, or selling or uttering wines, or keeping taverns 
in London, or within three miles thereof and the punishment 
of their offences, according to their good discretions, and the 
ordinances to be by them or their successors made, so as such 
punishment be executed by apt and convenient ways; and that 
the said Master, Wardens, and freemen, and commonalty should 
enjoy all the lands, privileges, and exemptions .which they might 
have had before the said recited charter. 
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XII. The third Charter op James L This charter i» 
dated on the 25th Aug. 17 James I. (1619). King James the 
First, in consideration of one hundred and eighty pounds into- 
the receipt of his Exchequer, paid by the Master, Wardens, and 
Freemen and Commonalty of the mystery of Vintners of the City 
of London, did confirm unto them all the messuages, lands, tene- 
ments, rents, and hereditaments therein particularly specified, 
and of which that charter recited them to be possessed, either by 
lawful title or without a lawful title, without any writ of ad quod 
dcmnum or otherwise; and the King did thereby also confirm 
their rights, franchises, privileges, and possessions; and reciting 
the power conferred by former charters of purchasing land to the 
value therein respectively mentioned, it was declared that that 
charter should not be deemed part of such yearly value; and the 
King did grant and agree that he would at the next Parliament 
assent to any bill which should be preferred to him for con- 
firmation of the premises. 

An attempt was made about the eighteenth year of King 
Charles the Second to invalidate the charters last recited and 
compel the free vintners to take a licence, by the filing of an 
information, in the Court of King's Bench, against Thomas 
Sorrell, a freeman of this Company; but, after a solemn and 
elaborate argument, the chartered privileges were fully confirmed,, 
and the plaintiff in this suit took nothing by this information. 

xiii. First Charter of James II. This is dated in the 
1st year of his reign, 4th April 1685 ; by which Charter several 
privileges of the Company were confirmed and others granted, 
and imposed various restrictions upon the election of officers 
by the Company; but such charter was declared void by the 
statute next to be recited. . A portion of the great seal remains 
attached, and there is an engraved portrait of the King in the 
initial letter. It bears the autograph of the Lord Keeper, Guil- 
fordy C. S. 

Pro fine in Hanaperio vj" xiij' iiij'*. 
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XIV. Second Charteb op James II. Dated 22 Nov. 
4 James II. 1 668. The great seal is attached, and there is a 
portrait of the King in the initial letter. 

In the former of these charters the King assumed that arbitrary 
power pf nominating and dismissing the officers and members of 
the Company at his pleasure, which he endeavoured to impose 
upon all corporations. In the latter he restored the Company to 
all its former privileges. Both charters were cancelled by the 
Act of Parliament 2 Will, and Mary, cap. 8, entitled An ^t 
for reversing a judgment in Quo Warranto against the City of 
London, and for restoring the City of London to its ancient 
rights and privileges. 

The former charter of the 9th James I. then again became 
the governing charter of the Company, and so it had ever since 
continued. 

BYE-LAWS. 

By an Act of Parliament of 19 Hen. VII. it was made law that 
no Masters or Wardens of Guilds should make any orders unless 
the same were first approved by the Chancellor, Treasurer, and 
two Chief Justices, on pain of 40Z. The Vintners shortly after 
proceeded to revise their code of Bye-laws, and submitted them 
to the great officers above mentioned, from whom they received 
the ratification now described. 

I. 23 Hen. VII. 4 Dec. 1507. These Bye-laws are engrossed 
upon four large skins of vellum. The first has an illuminated 
initial of Saint Martin dividing his cloak with a beggar, and is 
further decorated with the royal arms, supported by a lion and 
dragon, two shields of the city,, three portcullises, and several 
roses, and two rebuses of vines growing out of tuns. At the end 
are these signatures, wholly in the autographs of Archbishop 
Warham, then Chancellor; the Earl of Surrey,* then Treasurer; 

• Thomas Howard, crated Earl of Surrey in bis father's lifetime, 1483, 
attainted 1485, restored to the earldom of Surrey 1489, and to his father's rank 
as Duke of Norfolk 1514. 
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and the two Chief Justices. The clerical errors made by the 
two former are as here shown: 

Wittm^ Cantuaf Angle Cancellarj^. 

T. Surrey, Theserarius Anglie. 

Johes ffyneux Miles capital Jus? de banco diii Eegf . 

Kobtus Rede Miles capitiis Justic dni Hegf de Coi Banco. 

There are cords for three seals, but none seem to have been 
attached. 

II. 36 Eliz. 3 June, 1594. Other Bye-laws bear this date. 
They are engrossed on large skins of vellum. The Queen is 
drawn in the initial T: and other decorations are — the royal 
arms supported by lion and dragon, the City arms, and those 
of the Company, with grapes and flowers. The document is 
certified by the signatures and seals of Lord Keeper Puckering, 
Lord Treasurer Burghley, and the two Chief Justices Sir John 
Popham and Sir Edmund Anderson. The Lord Keeper signs 
Jo. Puckering f and his seal of arms is quarterly of six with a crest. 
The Lord Treasurer signs W. Burghley ; his seal is quarterly of 
six, within a garter. The Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench 
signs J. Popham, with a seal of arms quarterly. The Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas signs Ed. Anderson; with a seal 
of arms quarterly, and a crest. 

Other bye-laws were confirmed by the Lord Mayor and Court 
of Aldermen, 22nd March, 1607, in pursuance of the Charter of 
19 Elizabeth. 

Bye-laws are still sanctioned by the Lord Chancellor and two 
Chief Justices. The last instance in the Vintners' Company is 
dated 12th March, 1829, and bears the signatures of Lord Lynd- 
hurst, Lord Tenterden, and Chief Justice TindaL 

PARDON. 

Another document, under the great seal, preserved with the 
Company's charters, is a special pardon dated 1 1 th July, 1 6 Car. II. 
and granted to Thomas Cox, Edmund Waters, and 150 other 
Vintners in and about London, whose names are set forth. 
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remitting such penalties as they might have incurred from infrac- 
tion of the statutes regarding the vending of wines. There is a 
good engraved portrait of the King in the initial letter: and the 
impression of the great seal is perfect in red wax. 

ANCIENT DEEDS. 

Several parcels of ancient deeds regarding the estates of the 
Company are also preserved, having many interesting seals 
attached to them. Mr. Nichob states that he had time onlj to 
examine the parcel which relates to the property upon which 
the Hall itself stands; of which he gives the following account. 

First reviewing the description which old Stow has left us 
of the locality. Taking the lanes that ran up firom the river 
side, westward from the boundary of the ward of Dowgate, he 
thus rehearses their names: 

Now on the Thames side, west from Grantham lane, have ye Herber 
lane, or Briklea lane, so called of John Brikles sometimes owner 
thereof. 

Then is Simpson' 8 lane, of one Simpson; or Emperour*8 head lane, 
of such a signe. 

Then the Three Cranes lane, so called, not only of a signe of Three 
Cranes at a taveme doore, but rather of three strong cranes of timber, 
placed on the Vintrie wharf by the Thames side, to crane up wines 
there. This lane was of old time, to wit the 9. of Richard the Second, 
called the Painted tavern lane, of the taveme being painted. 

Then, next over against Saint Martin's church, is a large hou£e 
builded of stone and timber, with vaults for the stowage of wines, and 
is called the Vintrie,^ There dwelled John Gisors, vintner,t Maior of 
London [1311 and 1314], and Constable of the Tower; and then was 
[it afterwards the residence of] Henry Picard, vintner, Maior £1356]. 
In this house Henry Picard feasted foure Kings in one day [in 1363], 

Then next is Vannars lane, so called of one Vannar J that was owner 
thereof. It is now called Church lane, of the comming up from the 
wharf to St. Martin's church. 

• This paragraph shows that the ancient " Vintry *' was at some distance 
from the spot where Vintners' Hall was afterwards erected, 
t Gisors is not generally classed as a Vintner, but as a Pepperer. 
X Henry Vanner (living in 1394), hereafter mentioned. 

G 
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Next is Broad lane, for that the same is broader for the passage of 
carts from the Vintrie Wharfe than be the other lanes. At the north- 
west corner of this lane is the Parish Clerks Hall, lately by them pur- 
chased, since they lost their old hall in Bishopsgate street. 

Next is Spittle lane, of old time so called; • since Stodies lane, of the 
owner thereof named Stodie. Sir John Stodie, vintner, maior in the 
yeare 1357, gave it with all the quadrant wherein Vintners' Hall now 
standeth, with the tenements round about, to the Vintners: the Vint- 
ners builded for themselyes a faire Hall, and also thirteen Almes-houses 
th4re, for 13 poore people, which are kept of charity, rent free, 

• How far the estate upon which Vintners* Hall was erected was 
the gift of Sir John Stody, as thus stated by Stow, is not 
established by his will, nor does it appear from the following 
deeds. It will be seen that the estate certainly passed through 
his hands and those of his heirs; but it is not improbable tliat 
Stody merely acted as trustee for his fraternity, before they 
were empowered to hold lands as a corporate body : 

1. Edmund de Sutton, son of Hamo de Sutton of Suffolk, grants to 
John de Stodeye, citizen and yintner of London, all his tenements, with 
houses, cellars, solars, rents, quay, and appurtenances iii the parishes of 
St. Martiu in the Vintry and St. James of Garlekhithe, which he lately 
recovered from Walter Turk by writ of novel disseisin, situated between 
two lanes, having towards the east the jbenements of the abbess of the 
blessed Mary of the order of St. Clare in Aldgate and that late of John 
Hardell, and towards the west that of John Cressyngham, from the 
high street north to the Thames south. Dated at London, 12 April, 
26 Edw. in. (1352), Andrew Aubrey being then mayor, John Wrotho 
and Gilbert Steyndrop sheriffs, and Walter Turke alderman of the ward. 
Witnesses, Henry Pycard, John of Rothyng, Henry atte Strete, Henry 
Vanner, Henry Palmer, John of Wendover, John Chaucer, Thomas of 
York, and others. (Enrolled in Court of Hustings.) 

Seal, a chevron, and un a chief three mullets pierced. Legend, 

8. BDMVNDI DB SVTTOK. 

* It may be suspected that Spittle lane was the modem rather than the old 
name, and that it referred to the almshonses built there, to which the term 
hoipital or gpital wonld be applied. 
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2. Henry Vanriere citizen of London, and Margery his wife, grant to 
Adam Bamme, John Frenyngham of Kent, William Clovyle, John 
Doget, JohnComewaleys, Thomas Colred, and Robert Whybet clerk, all 
their lands and tenements in the parishes of St. Martin and St. James 
of Garlekhithe in the ward of Vintry lying between Stodyeslane to the 
east, and Cressyngham lane to the west; the high street to the north, and 
the tenements and wharf of Baldwyn Berford, knt. and Idonea his wife 
toward the south. Also land and tenements in the parish of the blessed 
Mary Magdalen nearOldfisshe strette, between Peteris lane towards the 
west, and the tenement of the prioress and nuns of St. Elena tow*ds 
the east, and the high street towards the north. Also the tenements in, 
the parishes of the blessed Mary Matfelon without Aldgatc and Steben- 
hethe, late those of John Stodeye, father of Margery. Witnesses, Richard 
Litlyngton, John Tilney, Thomas Say, William Durant, John Tryge, 
Robert Aston, John Gosbum, (blank) Messynger, and many others. 
Dated at London, 18 July, 18 Ric. II. (1394). 

Two very small seals, probably from finger rings: — 1. A dragon 
within a quatrefoil. 2. An animal, with some letters. 

8. The feoffees named in No. 2 convey the property in the Vintry, 
in moieties to the other coheirs of John Stodeye, viz. one moiety to his 
daughter Margaret who was wife of Sir John Philipot, knt. and the 
other moiety to Thomasia wife of John Hadlec, Margaret wife of John 
Seint Jermyn, and Idonia wife of Thomas Grey, daughters and heirs of 
Joane who was wife of Thomas Goodlake, another of the daughters 
and heirs of the aforesaid John Stodeye. John Heende being mayor, 
William de Lowtbe and Stephen Spelman sheriffs, William Venour 
then alderman of that ward. Witnesses, Robert Chichely, John 
NichoU, Robert Sherwyne, John Bysshop, William Leuegood, Thomas 
Clifton, Henry Michel, John Newmarket, &c. Dated at London, 14 
Dec. 6 Hen. IV. (1404). 

Both parts of this indenture are preserved. Each bore the seals of 
the five feoffees: but on both documents the seals of Comewaleis and 
Whybet are alone preserved. The former is a curious device, from a 
finger-ring, apparently a bell and a broken clapper, with the English 
inscription i^oh) noh). Whybet's is a crowned R. 

4. John Seint Jermayn citizen and grocer of London, and Margaret 
his wife, daughter and one of the heirs of Joan wife of Thomas Good- 
lake, after reciting No. 8, grant to Sir John Gardener, rector of the 
church of St. Martin Oterwyche London, John Corneweleys, Thomas 

2g 
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Colred, William Traynell, and Robert Upgate, all their tenement, in 
length from the stone gavell (gabellum) annexed to the tenement and 
wharf late belonging to William Neyor parson of the church of Had- 
denham and his fellows, on the south, and the high street called the 
Vyntrie on the north, and in breadth from Stodeyes lane on the east, 
to Cressingham lane to the west. John Wodecoke being then mayor, 
William Crowmere and Henry Barton sheriffs, William Venour 
alderman of the ward. Witnesses, Robert Chichele, John Nichol, 
John Bishop, William Leuegood, Thomas Clyfton, Henry Michel, 
Simon Bodham, John Newmarket, &c. Dated at London, 29 May, 
7 Hen. IV. (1406.) 

Seals: 1. Small square, from a ring, a shield of arms, apparently 
Ermine, a saltire engrailed. 2. Broken. 

5. To the same purport as the last, on the part of Margaret late 
wife of Sir John Philipot. The witnesses are some of those last 
named. Dated 26 March, 7 Hen. IV. (1406). 

To this is attached a fine impression of the seal of Lady Philipot. 
A shield within tracery, a bend ermine, impaling, Ermine, a saltire 
engrailed. SiiqjSV matgartta ffiltpot. 

6. Indenture between Thomas Gray and Idonia his wife, and John 
Micol citizen and vintner, leasing their third part of the estate. Dated 
at London, 1 June, 7 Hen. IV. (1406). 

Seals: 1. A merchant's mark formed of the initials T and G. 

2. Hexagonal, from a ring, apparently the cypher of J and M, with 
a legend, sigillvm skcrbtvm. 

6 b. Indenture of lease. The five feoffees, John Gardyner, &c. lease 
from Michaelmas ensuing for ten years at a rent of fifty shillings, to 
be paid at the four principal feasts in equal portions, keeping the same 
in good and sufficient repair. Dated at London, 1 June, 7 Hen. IV. 
(1406). 

6 b repeated. Being another indenture of lease of the same date 
from John Gardyner and his co-feoffees of their part of the estate to 
the same John Micol for the same term at the rent of ten pounds. 

The five seals all remain, all from rings, or of that size. 1. A 
shield of aims. Fretty, on a canton a fleur-de-lis, s. johis stravge. 
(StrauDge.) 2. The letter M. 8. A dog under a tree. 4. A leopard's 
head, in a square border^ 5. R and M interlaced. 

7. An indenture in French whereby Lady Philipot sells to John 
MicoU all her moiety in the estate that descended to her after the 
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death of John Birlyngham and Thomas Birlyngham, and in which 
Sir John Gardener, &c. were enfeoffed. For this MicoU agrees to 
pay her the sum of 220 marks sterling, and one pipe of wine of the 
price of ten marks, as part of which he had already paid 120 marks 
and a pipe of wine of the value of fiye marks ; arrangements are made 
for payment of the remainder. After a recital that Lady Philipot 
had bought of John Seint Germayn and Margaret his wife all their 
property herein for the sum of 40 pounds sterling, assurance is made 
accordingly. Dated at London, 1 Dec. 7 Hen. IV. (1405). 

Very small round seal, from a ring, the sun in splendour. 

The indenture is indorsed with memoranda of fiye sundry payments ; 
1. of 401. 19th March; 2. fiye marks, the 24th June; 3. vjli. riijs. 
iiij d. the 16th July, anno 8 ; 4. the like on the 8th Oct. anno 9; and 
5. xiij li. vj s. yiij d. the 23rd Dec. anno 9, in full payment. They were 
all paid by John Micoll into the hands of Robert Upgate, the esquire 
of Lady Philipot. 

8. John Hadle, citizen and grocer, and Thomasia his wife, daughter 
and one of the heirs of Joan wife of Thomas Goodlake, one of the 
daughters and heirs of John Stody, recite 1. Vanner's enfeoffment 
(No. 2); 2. the feoffees' release to Lady Philipot (not preseryed), which 
was dated 14 Dec. 6 Hen. IV.; 3. their release to Thomasia, Margaret, 
and Idonia (No. 3); 4. the grant of John Seint Jermeyn and Margaret 
(No. 4); 5. a charter of their own (John Hadle and Thomasia), en- 
rolled in the hustings court on Monday next after the feast of St. John 
ante portam Latinam, 9 Hen. IV. granting to John Micol, Richard 
Meriyale, William Burdon, and William Benett, a third part of the 
moiety. They give by their present charter to Robert Malton, Henry 
Jolypace, William Burdon, John Chaumberleyn clerks, William Hay- 
sarm esquire, Robert Lou the, and William Groye, all the third part 
reserved, and by the death of the aforesaid Idonia lately accruing by 
virtue of the conjoint feoffment of John Frenyngham, &c. William 
Staundon being mayor, Henry Halton and Henry Pountfreit sheriffs, 
Robert Chichele alderman of the ward. Witnesses, Simon Bodham, 
Lewis John, John Bisshop, Edmund Grymmestone, Robert Luton, 
Thomas Lincoln, Richard Hille, &c. Dated London, 9 June, 9 Hen. IV. 
(1408). 

Seals. 1. V^i. 2. from a ring in a hexagon border an eagle's head 
erased, with a motto, lont m. 
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9. The same parties release to Robert Malton, &c. Same witnesses 
as the last. Dated 15 June, 9 Hen. IV. (1408). With the same seals. 

10. John Micol, Richard Meriyale, and William Beneit release to 
Robert Malton, &c. all their title. Witnesses nearly as the last, with 
John Wydmere. Dated 26 June, 9 Hen. IV. (1408). 

Three seals: 1. broken away; 2. a crowned f and in the margin 
d(|)tte. 3. a merchant's mark to S b. 

11. General release of all claims from Lady Philipot to John MicoU, 
27 Oct, 9 Hen. IV. On a long narrow slip of parchment. Sealed with 
signet of the sun as before. 

12. John Gardener and his co-feofiFees to Robert Malton, &c. Wit- 
nessed by Micol, Luton, Bodham, Grymmeston, and Bishop before 
mentioned. Dated 1 Nov. 9 Hen. IV. (1407). 

All the fiye seals remain, three of them as to the second No. 6 b. 
The second, instead of the M., is the same Comwaleys seal as to 
No. 3, and the fourth is a cypher (f ]^) crowned, with a small heart 
between the letters. 

13. Lady Philipot quitclaims to Robert Malton, &c. Witnesses as 
before. Dated 11 Not. 9 Hen. IV. (1407). Seal of arms as No. 5. 

14. William Haysarm esquire quitclaims to Malton, &c. Nicholas 
Wotton being mayor, William Cambrigge and Alan Ererard sheriffs, 
Robert Chichele alderman of the ward. Witnesses, Edward Grym- 
ston, Richard Meriyale, Thomas Walsyngham, Thomas Gwyn, William 
Reynolds, &c. Dated at London, 15 Feb. 3 Hen. V. (1416). 

Seal (round, from a ring), a lion sejant guardant. 

15. William Grove releases to Robert Malton, &c. Dated 22 July^ 
2 Hen. VI. (1424). Seal fl^c, within a corded border. 

16. Indenture of Robert Malton, Henry Jolypace, and William 
Burdon, clerks, demising the estate of Joan widow of John Micoll, for 
her life, and after her death to Alexander Sprot, John KQlyk, and 
John Grove, the executors of the will of John Micoll. William 
Crowemer then being mayor, Thomas Wandesford and Nicholas Jones 
the sheriffs. Witnesses, Thomas Walsyngham, William Reynolds, 
Thomas Ewyn, William Hampstede, Richard Rowe, &c. Dated at 
London, 5 Aug. 2 Hen. VI. (1424.) 

Seals: 1. Broken. 2. The rood between Mary and John, with a 
legend. 3. A rude W» 
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17. William Abraham and Thomas Acton citizens and vintners, 
constituting Laurence Wilkynson and John Blakboume citizens and 
vintners their attornies to deliver to John Daunt chaplain, John 
Boeston chaplain, and John Stodeley citizen of London, full seizin, 
&c. of all the lands, &c. of which they together with Guy Shuldam 
and William de Lunes citizen and vintner now deceased, lately had 
©f the grant of John Killyk citizen and vintner, executor of the will 
of John Micoll. Dated 26 Jan. 36 Hen. VL (1458). Two seals, 
defnced. 

18. Daunt, Beeston, and Stodeley appoint Thomas Graunt and 
John Colte their attornies to deliver to William Stafford, Kobert 
Mildenhale, John Boway, Thomas Waryn, William Nele, Andrew 
Body, and John Gegge, citizens of London, full seizin. 13 March, 
36 Hen. VL( 1458). 

Seals: 1. a leaf. 2. a leaf. 3. a hawk on a bird. 

The estate appears to have finally vested in the Company in 
accordance with the will of Guy Shuldham, dated 7 Nov. 1446; 
and it is to that member that posterity has accorded the credit of 
the foundation of the thirteen almshouses mentioned "by Stow, 
and which were removed, after the Fire of 1066, to the Mile End 
Boad ; where they still remain, with a chapel^ having been rebuilt 
at the commencement of the present century, after receiving a 
large accession to their support from the will of Benjamin Kenton, 
esq. who died in 1802. 

There is a copy of Guy Shuldham's will * in the volume of the 
Company's archives containing the wills of benefactors, &c. It 
appears from that document that he (together with William Lunes) 
had acquired the estate from John Killicke, citizen and vintner, 
one of the executors of the will of John Micoll (mentioned in the 
deed No. 16), and its boundaries are 8peci6ed as in No. 4 of the 
foregoing deeds. The buildings are described as consisting of 
" the great Hall^ with the Kitchen and bowse for coles to be put 
in, and a Pantre, and a Buttre, and a void place of land called 
the Yard, with well in the same, and all the apparell to the same 
well belonginge, and also a Parlor above, leaded, and a howse 

• Extracts from Shtddham's will are giyen in Herbert's City CimpanieSt 
IL 636; and in The Endowed Charitleit of London^ 1829, p. 449). 
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called the Counting howsc to the said parlor annexed, and two 
chambers above the said howsc called the comptinge howse." 

On the whole, it seems very uncertain how far the property was 
originally acquired from the bounty of Sir John Stody, or how 
far increased by the generosity of Guy Shuldham. Probably, 
however, the latter may properly be regarded as the founder of 
the almshouses. These questions might be elucidated by further 
researches, but for the present must be left undecided. 




The Company's Seal. 

The above Seal of the Company of Vintners is of excellent 
workmanship, and was probably made upon their receiving their 
first charter of incorporation in 1438, when they were empowered 
** to have a common seal," as already noticed in p. 30. It repre- 
sents Saint Martin sharing his cloak with the Beggar (as related 
hereafter in p. 64), and is surrounded with this legend — 

SifiiHum comune xai^Uxt bmetattotum ctuttatttt lonlion. 

From an impression dependent to the Bye-laws of 1507 it 
appears that there was a counter-seal of somewhat less diameter, 
but evidently of the same age and workmanship. It bore the 
same legend; but its device was simply a tun. 

This counter-seal is not now used, and is either lost or mislaid. 
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THE PLATE AND TAPESTRY OF THE VINTNERS* 

COMPANY. 

Mr. French states that all the Livery Companies of London 
have lost many of the fine specimens of plate which formerly 
used to decorate their tables and sideboards. The strong hand of 
power often required, under the specious title of ** benevolences," 
large sums of money from the wealthy and even poorer Cor- 
porationsy and to meet these exactions they were obliged to sell 
or pawn their much-prized vessels of gold and silver. Their 
records show not only the great quantity of such articles once in 
their possession, but also the mournful details of their loss, and 
it is very sad to read the account of the painful sacrifices. to 
which the loyal citizens submitted, in order to comply with the 
Sovereign's demands. An extract from the History of the 
Ironmongera'* Company^ by Mr. John Qough Nichols, F.S.A. 
(2d edit. 1866, p. 51), will serve to illustrate the position of all 
the Companies. 

" 1523. Kyng Harey the viij*^ in the xiij*** yere off hys rayn 
borowd off the site (City) of London xx M li. off the whyche som 
off money he comandyd to have all the money and platt that 
was belonging to every hawUe or craft in London^ to the ententt 
that the money myght be lentt w*** the more esse, at the whyche 
commandementt he hade all cure money belonging to oure 
ha wile, that was the sm® of xxv li. xiiij d. and also was soldo at 
thatt tyme theys passell off platt here aftyr foloyng — " 

An inventory of the plate which had to be sold is then given, 
and also the names of such members of the Company ^^ off the 
valewe namyd off xx li. and above, lentt to the kyng the same 
tyme, as here aftyr folowyth/' &c. 

Were it not that it was a serious matter for the contributors 
to these forced loans^ one would be inclined to smile at the mis- 
placed terms " borrowed," and ** lent," in these transactions, for 
the royal Henry was evidently of the opinion held by the famous 
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swaggerer Pistol, " Base is the slave that pays," a feeling also 
entertained by Sir John Falstaff— " I do not like that paying 
back, 'tis a double labour.^^ 

In 1558 King Henry's eldest daughter, Queen Mary, raised a 
large sum of money from the City Corporations, and Mr. Herbert, 
in his History of the Livery Companies, observes: — " From this 
period the extracting of money from the trading Corporations 
became a regular source of supply to Grovemment, and was 
prosecuted during Elizabeth's and succeeding reigns with a 
greediness and injustice that scarcely left those societies time to 
breathe."* 

Mr. French ftirther says: We can judge, to some extent, of 
the loss which archaeology has suffered in the sacrifices of plate, 
by the specimens which still remain. In the inventories of the 
various Companies there is mention of vast quantities of vessels 
of all kinds; there we are told of mazer-bowls, with their quaint 
devices and black letter inscriptions, the most mteresting of all 
mediaval relics; the * standing nuts,' with their curious mount- 
ings in gold or silver; the *salers,' or salts, which were so 
important a feature at all feasts; the 'parcel-gilt goblets,' such 
as Dame Quickly mentions; the tall 'loving cups,' inscribed 
with the affectionate language of living or deceased members to 
their fraternities; the capacious tankards, and mighty wassail 
bowls; the spoons, adorned with figures of the Apostles or the 
busts of maidens; the basins and ewers, embossed or chased with 
an infinite variety of graceful design and admirable workman- 
ship; and all parted with for the price of the mere metal, and 
nearly all of them consigned to the furnace. Some few, how- 
ever, were sold to private purchasers, as every now and then a 
specimen of old plate, once belonging to a Livery Company, 
makes it appearance. 

The Vintners' Company did not escape the common fate of 
the civic bodies, and therefore they do not retain many early 
examples of plate. 

By a fortunate discovery of a Book of Accounts of the Masters 
and Wardens of the Company from 23 Henry VII. to the 

• Vol. i. p. 119. 
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14 Henry VIIL* a document which prior to the meeting of the 
Society on the 27th April, 1868, was quite unknown to the Com- 
pany of Vintners. This is a most interesting account of the 
plate belonging to the Company at that early period, and shows 
how the greater part of it was disposed of. 

The first mention of plate worthy of notice occurs in a very 
long list of the accounts of John Scrace, James Spencer, Bichard 
Gyttons, and Bichard Hilton, Masters and Wardens for three 
years, via. from 11 November, 1513, to 11 Ifovember, 1516, and 
is as follows: 

Item, paid to Xpofer Terry, goldsmyth, for the 

making of two gilte saltes weying iiij". xvij. vnces ^^^ ^^^* 

di. at XX d. the vnce making and gilding. Summa 

viij li. ij s. yj d. Wherof paid in one vnce and di. 

that he had more than we receyved v s. 

And so paid to hym in argent - - - vij U. xvij s. yj d. 

The next entry occurs in the accounts of Bobert Scras, Henry 
Pedyll, Bobert Barker, and Bychard Eddys, Masters and Wardens, 
being their accounts for three years, viz. firom (he 11 November, 
1519, to 11 November, 1522. 

Item, paid to m' Cawntons seruant the xi. day of . , -^„ 

Nouembre anno xvcxxj for his labour for bryngyng 

of the cupp to our hall that my lady Thurstone 

gaue vs - - - - - - - - xij d. 

At the end of the book occurs the following account or inven* 
tory of the plate: 
Here ffolowythe the parsellys and weyght of all suche plate, 

gylt and parsellys gylt, as belongythe to the ffelyshjrp of 

Vyntners gevyn by dyvers of the same ffelyshyp : 
FjTBt a standyng gylt cup with a cover with a 

maydyn hed in- the bothom weying - - xxiij oz. j q*. 
(d) [Sold in 1548.] 

* Egerton MS. Brit Mub. No. 1143, discoyered by the Editor, Thomas Mil- 
boam, and the sereral extracts from which were placed at the disposal of Mr. 
French for the purposes of his paper. 
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Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover chasyd ekald- 
wyse, weyng ------- xxxj oz, dL 

(d) [Sold in 1548.] 

Item, a Reynyshe flSitt gylt, with a cover weyng 

xxxiiij oz. di, q^. 
(d) [Sold in 1646.] 

Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover with the 
hand and perlys hangyng abowt the cover, weyng lix oz. di. 
(d) [Sold in 1646.] 

Item, a ffiat gylt cup with a cover, the cover graven 
weyng -------- xiij oz. 3 q*. 

(c) [Sold for £2 148.] 

Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover, playne, 

weyng - -- xxvoz. di. 

(a) [Sold for £6.] 

Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover, and a colom- 
bynde in the top chasyd rosewyse, weyng - - xxij oz. di. 

(d) [Sold in 1648.] 

Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover, and a George 
on the top, weyng - - - - - - xlj oz. di. 

(d) [Sold, no date given.] 

Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover, with a grene 

garlond in the bothom, weyng - - . - xxv oz, 
(a) [Sold for £6 Is. 6d.] 

Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover, and a mar- 
chantes marke in the bothom, weyng - - xxxiiij oz. j q*. 
(d) [Sold in 1548.] 

Item, a powder box gylt, weyng - - - - xiij oz. j q*. 
(d) [Sold in 1548.] 

Item, V] gylt spones with grapys on the knoppys, 

weyng --- ixoz. 

(d) [Sold in 1646.] 

Item, a box gylt and enameld to put in money, 
weyng -.---•-. liHj oz. di. 

(a) [Sold for £10 ITs.] 

Item, a gret gylt boUe with a cover, chasyd, with a 
shephard in the bothom, wejmg - - - - hex oz. 

(d) [Sold, no date given.] 
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Item, iij gylt saltys with oon cover, wejring - • cllx oz. di. 
[Sold, no date giyen.] 

Item, a standing gylt cup with a cover, chasyd with 
fflowrys, weyng - - - - - - xxix oz. di. 

(c) [Sold for «6 78. lOd.] 

Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover, chasyd and 
enameld in the bothom, weyng - - . - xxz oz. 

(d) [Sold, no date given.] 

Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover, and m' John 
Kyrkby's mark in the bothom, weyng - - xlj oz. 

(d) [Sold, no date given.] 

Item, a lytyll standyng gylt cup with a cover, weyng xiij oz. 

(a) [Sold for £2 138. Od.] 

Summa of ounces vijcxxx di. 
and di. q^ at iij s. viij d. • - cxxxiij li. xviij s. xj ob. 

Here ffolowythe the plat parsellys gylt. 

Fyrst, a standyng cup with a cover, with m' Kyrkby's 
- mark in the bothom, weyng - . - . xxxviij oz. 

(b) [Sold for £6 198. 4d.] 

Item, a standyng cup with a cover, wrythyn, weyng xxv oz. 

(c) [Sold for £4 lis. 8d.] 

Item, a standyng cup with a cover, standyng upon 

lyons, weyng ------- xxxiiij oz. 

(b) [Sold for £6 48. 8d.] 

Item, a parys pece without a cover, weyng - xvj bz. di. q*. 

(b) _ [Sold for £2 IDs. Id.] 

Item, yj boUys with a cover, and the Vjmtners* 
armys in the bothom, weyng . . - Ixxiiij oz. di. 

(d) [Sold in 1646.] 

Item, yj boUys with a cover, with a marchantes 
mark in the bothom, weyng - - - - iiij« vij oz. 
(d) ' [Sold in 1545.] 

Item, an hy goblet with a cover, standyng apon 
lyons, weyng - - - - - - - xiiij oz. 

(c) [Sold for £2 lis. 4d.] 
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Item, oon dossen spones weyng - . - . xij oar^ 

(b) [Sold for £2 48. 6d.] 

Summa of oz. iij C. di. and 
di q* at iij s. iiij d. - 1 li. ij s. j d. 
£qj 73b Here ffolowythe Nottys. 

Fyrst a Noit of Moihur of perylle, gylt, with a cover, 

weyng xxyj oz. iij q* d. 

(d) [Sold in 1548.] 

Item, a paynted Nott, gylt, with a cover, weyng - xvj oz. 

(c) [Sold for £2 «8. 8d.] 

Item, a black Nott, gylt, with a cover, weyng - xxxij oz. 

(c) [Sold for £4 68. 4d.] 

Summa of oz. Ixxiiij iij q^ 

and di. at ij s. viij d. - ixli. xix s. viij d. 

Here ffolowythe Masers. 
Fyrst a standyng maser, gylt, with a cover, and the 

Trenyte in the bothom, weyng - - - - xlioz, 

(d) [Sold in 1548.] 

Item, a standyng maser, gylt, with a paynted cover, 

weyng - - - - . - _ xiijoz. 

(d) [Sold in 1548.] 

Summa of oz. liiij. 

at iji. - - vli. viij 8. 
Summa that owre plate 

amontjTthe to - c iiij" xix li. viij s. viij d. ob. 
Item, thQ redy money that was in our Hall at that 

tymewas- . - - - . xxxvli.xJ8.vijd. 
Summa of bothe plate 

and redy money - ij c xxxv li. iij d. ob. 

Thys plat and money was rated and valuyd after the rate above 
wretyn ffor the payment of the Kinges money for the gret lone 
that the Kyng had of the Cetye. In July anno xv c xxij. Then 
beyng Mayre of London Maystur Mylbome.* 

After which follows an account of how the payments were 

* For an acooont of Sir John Milbonme, Lord Major, by the Editor Thomas 
Milbonm, see Transactions of the London and Middlesex Arohaologioal 
Society i Tol. iii. pp. 138-152. 
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made to '' Edmond Pddiam/^ which puymento amounted to the 
-sum of £224 2s. 4d» Part of this sum appears to have been 
borrowed on the platei viz. — 

Of " Mr. Sandell " on plate £46 6 4 
Of " John Scras " on plate 90 
And of**Rychard Eddys" do. 12 f^u^ 

Of which plate beforementioned those articles marked (a) 
were sold to Thomas Galton, goldsmith, and the sum received 
for same amounted to £23 lis. 6d. 

The plate parcel-gilt was also sold, see those items marked {h\ 
and produced £21 lOs. Sd., in which amount is included the 
following item, which appears in the list of plate for the first 
time: **a broken cup with a cover, that was George Gyrljrs, 
weyng xvij oz. j q*. at iij s. viij d." which sold for £3 Ss. 2d. ; 
the other items, marked (c), were sold for £22 12«. lOd. The 
total amount sold being £67 1 5s. 2d. 

After which is entered : . 

Here ffolowythe plate lately bought, and plate that hathe been 
gevyn to the pla«e sythe the plate to-fore was valuyd, to paye 
die Kyng. 

Plate bought fol. 74^ 

Bought of John Palterton, goldsmythe, in Aprell anno 
xvcxxvij. Item, j dossen spones with lyons on the 
knoppys, gylt, weyng xv oz. j q* at iiij s. iiij d. 
le oz. - - - - - - Summa iij li, vj s. j d. 

(d) [Sold, no date given.] 

Item, j dossen spones with maydyn heydys on the 
knoppys, gylt, weyng xiij oz. di. at iiij s. iiij d. 

le oz. 

(d) [Sold, no date given.] 

Summa ij li. xviij s. yj d. 
Summa vj li. iiij s. vij d. 
Bought of Raufe Lathom, goldsmythe, the same tyme, 
a gylt pott with a cover, to drink ale in, weyng 
ix oz. iij q^ at v s. iiij d. le oz. - • Summa ij li. xij s. 
(d) [Sold in 1645.1 
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Bought of Thomas Calton, goldsmythe, the same 
tyme, xix potts to drynk ale in, weyng all iiij" 
xvj. oz. j q^ at iiij s. j d. - - - Summa xix IL xiij s. 
(d) [Sold, no date given.] 

The total of plate bought being £28 ds. 7(2., and the amount 
sold £67 158. 2d., of which was paid " m' John Sandell " for 
redeeming of the plate that was in his hands £40^ the Company 
in consequence paying 14«. 5d. more than received. 

After this follows an " account of the plate given by Mr. John 
Scras," the 17 day of April, anno 1526: 
Item, ij saltys gylt with oon cover, weyng xxxvij oz. 

xxiiij oz. Summa of bothe Ix oz. at 
(d) [Sold, no date given.] 

Item, a Not of Jasper gylt with a cover, weyng xxv 
oz. at 

(d) [Sold in 1546.] 

Item, a standyng gylt cup with a cover, and on the 
cover a tone lying in a garden' among grapys, the 
whyche was gevyn by m' John hatfyld and hys 
wy f, weyng xxx oz. j q*^. 

(d) [Sold, no date given.] 

fol. 75. Then follows a list of plate in the Hall in April 1527, which 

comprised all those articles marked (d) in the foregoing lists. 

In folios 75^ and 76 occurs a list of plate sold in the year 1545, 
and also in 1548, which it will be seen have been marked as 
sold in the foregoing lists to avoid occupying the space of these 
pages needlessly. 

The two items following are in the list of plate marked as sold, 
and have been noted, as they do not appear before in any part 
of the account: 
fol. 76. Item, a standyng gilt cupp with a cover, and a ffawcon 
on the topp, of the gyfte of m'^ Richard Hilton, 

. weyng * xxix oz. di. 

[Sold in 1548.] 

Item, a payr of Lotting tables, gameshid with sylver, 
and apen of sylver, of the gyft of m' Kyrbye.* 

* In a different handwriting from that of the other portions of the list. 
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Andy in conclusion, on fol. 76, is set forth that there remained 
no more of all the parcels of plate, before particularly described, 
except thirteen ale pots, parcel gilt, weighing 66 oz. as it appeared 
in the last accoimt. And all such plate as the Wardens received 
in their time at the hands of the Renter-warden, are described 
to have been employed in buying of lands for the use of the 
Vintners' Hall, as it appears in their account in November 1548. 

Of the very considerable quantity of plate represented in 
the foregoing lists, nothing has been preserved, the two earliest 
specimens in the present collection belong to the sixteenth 
century. 

The first of these is a Cocoa-Nut Cup, of the date 1518; it 
is 7^ inches high and 4 inches in diameter, on a circular foot. 
It is mounted in silver gilt; round the Nut are Gothic vertical 
bands connecting the lip with the foot, divided into small panels, 
ornamented with pine-apples, a dolphin, a mermaid, and cross- 
keys. The lower part of the foot has a battlement, and small 
Gothic tracery. The plate-mark is the Lombardic capital A for 
the year 1518, like that on a salt belonging to the Ironmongers' 
Company, and the character of the two articles is similar. 

The next example, in point of date, is a Delft Tankard, 
7 J inches high, globular in form, with an upright neck, it is 
mounted in silver-gilt ; a narrow silver collar round the lower 
part of the neck is connected with the foot by three vertical 
bands; the handle is engraved with foliage, and on the square 
part, at the top, in capital letters, think and thank, with 
the date 1563; a broad collar round the neck is engraved with 
sixteenth-century panels, and inscribed, thank david gitting 
FOR Y the cover is embossed with fruit, and on a circular 
boss on the top is a shield, enamelled with the arms of the 
Vintners' Company, viz. Sable, a chevron between three tuns 
argent, impaling a merchant's mark, D. G. The purchase knob 
is formed of two melons, with the stalks twisted together. The 
plate-mark is the small black letter t of the year 1562. 

The next examples belong to the seventeenth century. A 
circular Silver Beaker, 7 inches high, and 4 inches diameter, 
standing on a round foot, ornamented with a gadroon border; 
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this vessel is engraved with seventeenth century scrolls and 
flowers, and is inscribed, ** C. E. M. E. The gift of Anthonie 
Pawle^ marchanty to his Maieaties Wine Portersy 1638." 

A plain round Silver Wine Cup, 5\ inches high, 3i inches 
diameter; the bowl is of very taper form, on a baluster stem, and 
inscribed — " C. E. The Gift of mr Antony Palle^ marchant^ to 
his Majesties Wine Portiers, 1638." The plate-mark is the small 
Italic letter q of the year 1633, which date is on the cup. 

A very similar CUP, of Silver, but rather larger; it bears 
the same inscription, and is marked with the Court-hand letter a 
of the year 1638, which date is on the cup. 

The next specimen is a most interesting example of the quaint 
fashions which were sometimes adopted for drinking vessels, and 
in this instance no doubt much merriment has resounded through 
the banqueting room from its use. It is called '* The Milk- 
maid Cup," and it consists of a small Wine Cup, silver-gilt, in 
the shape of a female, whose petticoat forms the cup ; she wears 
an apron with an enriched border, and an under- skirt, which is 
pounced over to represent embroidery; also an outer robe, open 
in front, thrown back, and fastened behind with a clasp; a tight- 
laccd bodice, tight-fitting sleeves with deep ruffs, and her hair 
dressed in the style of the period. This female holds above her 
head a small vessel in form of a pail, on the underside of which 
is a Tudor rose ; this pail is hung on pivots let into scroUs from 
the hands of the figure. The whole forms a double cup, and is a 
trick, for, on the figure being inverted, both the cups are filled 
with wine, and care must be taken, when a person is drinking 
off the contents of the larger vessel, not to spiU any wine from 
the smaller one. Every new member, on his admission to the 
Company, is expected to prove his skill by drinking from this 
cup successfully. There is no plate-mark, but it belongs to the 
seventeenth century, when such vessels were not uncommon. 

A very good example of " the double cup," similar to ** the 
Milkmaid Cup," is in the possession of Lady Sophia Des Voeux. 
In this example, on the small cup is inscribed : 

" When riches faile, friends groe scant; 
No cat to nnkindness, no woe to want." 
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And on the larger vessel are the following lines: 

'* Hands of, I pray jaa, handle not me, 
Por I am blind, and yon can see. 
If jon loye me lend me not; 
For fear of breaking, bend me not*' 

There is also a cup of this description, closely resembling the 
Vintners', represented in Du Sommerard's Arts au Moyen Agey 
chap. XV. plate I, fig. 1. 

Two Loving Cups and Covers, of silver-gilt, each 17 inches 
high, and 6^ inches in diameter, on baluster stem, and round 
foot, and finished with a frosted surface. Each cup is inscribed 
round the lip, — ^^The Guift of S^ Thomas Bloodworth^ JSnt. and 
Aid. ofy^ Ciity of London^ to %f Worshipfull Company of Vint- 
ners^ 1682." Each cup weighs 49 oz. 18 dwts. The plate-marks 
on the cover are the lion passant and leopard's head, and the 
Court-hand letter Q of the year 1653. On one cup is a Eoman 
capital H, with the head of George IIL looking to the right, the 
lion passant, and small leopard's head; it would appear therefore 
that this cup was from some cause re-stamped in the year 1803-4. 
The front of the bowl is engraved with a shield of two coats of 
arms, viz, : — Barry of six argent and sable ^ in chief three tof^teattxes 

within a bordure ermine for Bloodwobth; impaling — 

a chevron ermine between three lions passant guardant or^ for 

and on the opposite side is the crest of Bloodworth, 

viz. : — On a wreath a naked arm guttee de sang holding a wreath 
of laurel-leaves. Sir Thomas Bloodworth, who was Lord Mayor in 
1665-6, was one of the persons who were to be created by Charles 
the Second, Knights of a new Order, to be called ** The Eoyal 
Oak,*' but the idea was given up. 

A tall Standing Cup and Cover, siIver-gilt,-24 inches high, 
6^ inches in diameter. The bowl, foot, and cover are ornamented 
in repou8s6 work of pomegranates, tuns, and foliage. The cover 
terminates in a pierced obelisk, resting on four griffins and scrolls; 
on the ap3X, probably older than the rest of the cup, is an eques- 
trian figure in armour, intended either for St. George, or for the 
Patron Saint of the Company, St. Martin. The stem is a baluster, 
with four griffin-scrolls attached, and standing on a tall bell- 
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shaped foot The bowl of the cup is inscribed — " The Gift of 
S^ Thomas Rawlinson^ Kt, and Alderman^ Sherive of London and 
Middlesex f Master of y^ Worshipfull Company of Vintners^ Anno 
Dom. 1687." On the bowl two coats of arms are engraved, one 
of the Company, and the other belongs to Bawlinson, viz. — 
Gules^ two bars gemelles between three escallops arge^it; and his 
crest. On a knight's helmet a steme, or duck, holding an escallop 
in its beak. Weight of cup 64 oz. 13 dwts. 

The next article is a good specimen. It is a Square Salt, 
silver-gilt, with cover, and is 12 inches high, 4^ inches square; 
on the panels, at the sides, are four female figures, in bold relief, 
representing Virtues: — 1, Justice, with the sword and scales; 
2, FoBTiTUDE, holding in one hand a blazing heart, and in the 
other a dart, the scales at her feet; 3, Temperance, pouring 
from a vessel into a cup; 4, Chastity, with a lamb at her 
feet— all are in landscapes, and at the angles are therm figures. 
The cornice and foot are boldly moulded and richly embossed. 
The pedestal rests on four crowned sphinxes, and above the arch 
of each panel is an escallop. The cover is surmounted by a 
female figure standing on a richly-embossed vase, a serpent is 
coiled round her, and she holds a shield whereon are the Arms 
of the Company. Underneath is inscribed, — *' F* gift of Mr, 
John JPowely Master of the Worpf^^ Company of Vintners^ Anno 
Dom. 1702." The plate-mark is the small black letter xa of the 
year 1689. 

In former times when the different grades of society were more 

clearly marked than in the present i^ay, the Salt-cellar occupied 

a prominent place at banquet tables; and its position indicated 

the relative rank of those who were guests. In early manuscript 

illuminations the Saler is seen upon the board, and its appearance 

there is often alluded to by our poets. In the old metrical 

romance. King Richard Cceur de Lion, that chivalrous monarch 

is present at a banquet given by the King of Almain; — 

** The King at meat sat on des (dais). 
With dukes and earl^s prond in press, 
The saler on the table stood." 

To " sit below the salt" denoted an inferior position; thus in 
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an old ballad a haughty person addresses one whom he deemed 

beneath him in rank — 

" Thoa art a carle of mean degree, 
The Salt it doth stand between me and thee.** 

So also in many other poetical works we find such allusions; 

as in Decker, 1604, Massinger, 1632 {City Madam) ^ and Cart- 

Wright — 

" Where yon are best esteemed, 
Ton only pass nnder the favourite name 
Of hnmble consins that sit beneath the salt** — Lovers Convert, 

A Pair of Flagons, Silyee; each is 13| inches high, tapering, 
5 inches in diameter at bottom, bow handles, and holding exactly 
four quarts, the old measure of the wine-gallon. The inscrip- 
tion, in Italics, is: — '* The Gift of S" Samuel Dashwood^ Knt. 
and Aldermany Sherive of London and Mxdlesex^ and Master oj 
y Worahipp Company of Vintners^ Anno Dom. 1684." The 
arms of the Company are engraved on each flagon, and those of 
Dashwood, namely, Argent^ on a fe^e double cotised gules 
three griffins' heads erased or. The weight of one flagon b 
77 oz. 2 dwts.;, and of the other 75 oz. 19 dwts. 

A Silver Tankard, 7| inches high, 5^ inches in diameter, 
inscribed—" The Gift of Mr, Tho. Cox, Master of y Worpf 
Company of Vintners^ Anno Donu 1706." Upon it are the arms 
of the Company, and those of Cox, viz. Or, three bars azure^ on a 
canton gules a lion's head erased argent. This tankard is much 
older than the date of the gift, for the plate-mark, the small black 
letter e, answers to the year 1682. The weight is 48 oz. 10 dwts. 

A small MoNTEiTH, Silver, 8 inches high, 12 inches in 
diameter, with lion-handles, escalloped edges, fluted body, and 
gadrooned foot. It has the arms of the Company, and a coat, 
Sable^ three horse's heads erased ermine^ ascribed to the name of 
Williams of Shropshire, and the vessel was " The gift of 
Edward Williams^ upper Warden of the Worpf Company of 
Vintners^ Anno JDom. 1698." The weight is 60 oz. 1 1 dwts. 

Two Silver Salvers, each 14 inches in diameter and 5 
inches high, with gadrooned edges, and inscribed, — " Tlie Gift of 
S^ Bartholomew Gracedieu^ Sherive of London and Middlesex^ M'' 
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^/ Ve Worpp Com. of Vintners^ Anno Dom. 1698." There are 
two coats of arms, one of the Company, and the other, Barry 
of ten, argent and gules; these are not the arms of Gracedieu, 
but are ascribed by Glover to Thobnell. The plate-mark, a 
Court-hand J, answers to the year 1698. Weight of each salver, 
40 oz. 

The next articles of plate belong to the eighteenth century. 

A large Monteith, Silver, 11 inches high, 14 inches in 
diameter, with lion-handles, cscalloped edges, fluted body, and 
gadrooned foot; underneath is inscribed in Italics, — ** The Gift of 
S^ Charles Duncomh Knt. and Alderman An"" Dom. 1702." The 
weight is 123 oz. 3dwts. There are two coats of arms; one of 
the Company, and the other is — Per chevron engrailed gules and 
argent y three talbots' heads erased counterchanged; and a crest, — 
On a coronet a horse's hind leg sable^ hoof upwards, shod argent, 
being the arms and crest of Duncomb. 

Another large Monteith, Silver, lOf inches high,, and 
15 inches in diameter; it is vase-shaped, with leopold-handles 
and escalloped edges, and weighs 136oz. It is inscribed, — ^^ The 
Gift ofS^ Gilbert Heathcote Kt, and Alderman^ Sheriff of London 
and Middlesex^ and Master of y* Wbrshipfull Company of Vint- 
ners Ann. Domini 1700." There are two coats of arms, viz. of 
the Company, and of Heathcote, being — Ermine^ three pomeis, 
each charged with a cross or. 

A two-handled Cup and Cover, Silver, 11^ inches high, 
7 J inches in diameter. Round the rim is inscribed,—** Tfie Gift 
of Mr. Edvj^ Cooky Master of y* Worpf^^ Company of Vint- 
ners Anno Domini 1706;" and a coat of arms, on one side, viz. 
Gules, three crescents and a canton or, for Cooke. On the 
opposite side are the Arms of the Company, and repeated on the 
cover. 

A Silver Tankard, weighing 52 oz. 5dwts. with a plate- 
mark the Soman capital letter Y, which stands for the year 
1735. 

Another Tankard, Silver, weighing 41 oz. 16dwts., and 
inscribed, — ** The Gift of John Emson Servant to the Worshipful 
Compy of Vintners^ .1737." 
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The remaining pieces of Plate belong to the present century, 
and were the gifts of two respected members to the Company. 

Four Vases, or Wine-coolers, silver-gilt, each 13 inches 
high and 9^ inches in diameter, the body much enriched with 
foliage, fruit, and birds, in repouss6 work. There are two coats 
of arms, viz. one of the Company, and the motto, Vinum exhi- 
larat animam, and the Arms of Kay, — Argent^ two bendlets sabUf 
and his Crest, — A griffin's head erased holding a key in its beak, 
with the singular motto, — ktnd kynn enawen keppb, and 
the inscription, — "Presented to the Worshipful Company of 
Vintners by Jo]^n Tanner Kay, Esquire, a Member of the Court 
of Assistants, 1842." The same arms, crest, and motto, are 
borne by the family of Kaye-Lister, Baronets. 

A Eose-Water Dish and Ewer, the gift of Mr. Kay to 
H.R.H. the Duke of Sussex, whose arms are on the vessels; 
after the Duke's death they were purchased by Mr. Kay, and by 
him presented to his Company, October 26th, 1843. 

Another EosB- Water Dish and Ewer, which once belonged 
to H.B.H. the Duke of York, whose arms are on the vessels. 
They were purchased by Alderman Lucas, and presented by him 
to the Company, as recorded by the inscription: — " The Gift 
of Matthias Prime Lucas^ JEsquire, Alderman^ to the Master ^ 
Wardens^ and Livery of the Worshipful Company of Vintners^ 
1827,^* in which year he was Lord Mayor. There are the arms, 
supporters, and creat of the Company, and the arms of Alderman 
Lucas, viz. Ermine^ a fesse engrailed azure between six annulets 
gules ; and his crest. On a coronet a dragon's head ajsure gorged 
with a collar charged with three annulets or, 

A Rose-Water Dish, Silver-gilt, 22J inches in diameter, 
inscribed, — " Presented to the Worshipful Company of Vintners 
by Alderman Lucas j the Father of the Company ^ 1844." The 
centre boss is much raised, and the whole is enriched with repouss^ 
work. It has for marks, AF. deron. 

One article yet remains to be noticed, for, although not plate, 
it no doubt takes its' place as an ornament of the buffet. It is a 
Tun, of Chelsea China, ornamented with fruit and grapes 
painted and ih relief; on the top is a seated figure of Bacchus, 
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holding a bunch of grapes ; the barrel is supported on a short 
fluted column, resting on a square pedestal, whereon are figures 
of Fauns and Satyrs. 

Ancient Tapestry. 

The Vintners' Company possess a piece of ancient tapestry 
which is one of the sjreatest curiosities of its kind existing in 
this country; for, whether manufactured at home or abroad, it 
was certainly made for an English church in the year 1466. 

It has been noticed by the Very Eev. Dr. Rock in his account 
of Textiles, Embroideries, &c. exhibited in the Loan Collection, 
A.D. 1862, at the South Kensington Museum;* and he describes 
it as the Reredos of an altar, f It is now framed and glazed, and 
measures (within the frame) 6 feet 7 inches in breadth by 3 feet 
7 inches in height. It is divided into two compartments or pic- 
tured, of equal dimensions; of which that to the left represents 
Saint Martin on horseback cutting in two his cloak with his 
sword to share it with a beggar-man ;X and that to the right 

* See the Introdaction to the Catalogae, p. cxi. 

t A similar " reredos " is explained by Dr. Rock as an " embroidered hanging 
for that part of the wall immediately behind an altar, for some chnrch or t^hantry 
chapel." — Catalogue, p. 255. 

X The legend of Saint Martin is this: At the age of fifteen he took serrice 
with his father, a Knight of the Empire; bat, whilst pursuing his military 
vocation, he was accosted one winter's day, at the gate of the city of Amiens, by 
a shivering' beggar, and with deep commiseration he divided his cloak with him. 
It was revealed to him in a vision that it was Our Lord himself whom he had 
thus unwittingly assisted; and he was consequently induced to leave the army 
for the Church, in which he distinguished himself by his piety, and in the year 
374 was consecrated bishop of Tours. He died in 397 at the age of eighty-one. 
His feast day is November the 11th. 

Both scenes of the legend are represented on the two sides of the large circular 
seal of the priory of Saint Martin at Dover. On one side is Saint Martin 
dividing his cloak to the beggar who stands under the gate of the city; on the 
reverse Saint Martin is lying on his couch, raising his hands in adoration to the 
vision of his Lord; who, having his right hand in the attitude of benediction, 
declares, in the words of the inscription placed in the margin,— 

MABTINI VESTB SVM TECTV8 PAVPEBE TESTE. 

See engravings in Hasted's HUtory of Kent, fol. 1799, iv. 107; and in the 
new edition of the MotKuticon, Seals of Monasteries of the Benedictine Order, 
plate xxvi. 
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OF THE vintners' COMPANY. 65 

is Saint Dunstan, saying mass, and listening in ecstacy to an 
angel-choir singing the Kjney with additional words, and to an 
air before unknown. The notation is held on a scroll by two 
angels dressed in albs, and is no doubt the music to which it 
used to be sung, and which is still to be found by the name 
of St. Dunstan's Kyrie in the ancient Missale ad mum Sarum, 
Behind the saint stands a monk clad in an alb, and holding the 
archbishop's primatial cross. The people in attendance are stand- 
ing in surprise at the long pause in the service. 

From the mention of Ware and Hertford in the inscription 
attached. Dr. Eock was led to think that the abbey church of 
St. Alban's might have been that to which this reredos belonged ; 
and that it was actually wrought within the walls of that 
abbey. But the probability, as will be seen, is that it was made 
for the cathedral church of Canterbury. The inscription is as 
follows:* 

Orate p animab^ Jofeis bate et Johe uxoris sue vitt d Ware 
et p dopno Waltero hertford filio crude Monacho hui^ ecctie 
ano dni M^cccclxvj. 

The date is worked in colours, now not easily discernible, 
above the other two lines, on the right. 

Now, Walter Hertford is known to have been a monk of 
Christchurch, Canterbury. He became so about the year 1427, 
and he died abo^ the year 1475, being at his death sub-prior.t 
His name occurs with that of John Goldwell, as deputed by 
Thomas the prior and his chapter on the 8th April, 1454, to 
present a petition to the King's council praying for a cong^ (Telire 
to fill the vacant see upon the death of Archbishop Kempe.j. 

♦ The inscription is in the ordinary black-letter text of the period. The 
date is worked in jast above the previous portion of the inscription, in colours 
not at first easily discernible. 

t These dates are derived from a list of monks, contained in a MS. of the 
church of Canterbury (Todd's Catalogue, D. 12); the title Waltems Hertford 
tubprior occurring in the obituary. 

% Cotton MSS. Titus E. VI. 274. This is the original act of council, and 
bears the autograph signatures of eight spiritual and fourteen temporal lords. 
It is edited by Nicolas, Proceedings of tlw Privy Council, vi. 160. 

K 
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. The name of his father John Bate is also upon record. He 
was Clerk of the Parliament, enjoying a yearly annuity of 40Z. 
per annum ;* and he appears to have held that office from 1436 
to 1450y for his name occurs as one of the triers of petitions for 
the Commons throughout that period.f As one of the Clerks of 
the Chancery he was present in the priory at Coventry on the 
1 1th Oct, 1456, when William Waynflete, bishop of Winchester, 
received the great seals from his sovereign after they had been 
surrendered by Archbishop Bourchier ;:( and the seals were placed 
in their bags, which were sealed up with the new Chancellor's 
signet^ by the same John Bate. 

Though the parents of Walter Hertford were living at Ware 
when the tapestry was made, it is probable they had removed 
thither from the county toven, from which, as the place of his 
birth, the monk Walter took his surname, as was then customary 
with ecclesiastics. 

The conjunction of pictures of the two saints, Martin of Tours 
and Dunstan of Canterbury, in a reredos made for the cathedral 
church of the latter city, is readily accounted for. A little 
church in the outskirts of Canterbury, which is dedicated to Saint 
Martin, is reputed to have been the first Christian church founded 
in this kingdom. There was also an altar dedicated to Saint 
Martin in the cathedral church, as well as one dedicated to Saint 
Dunstan. 

The figures forming the congregation at Saint Dunstan's mass 
are (as Dr. Bock has observed) ^' not only of large proportions, 
but remarkably well drawn ;" and they exhibit excellent examples 
of civil costume in the middle of the fifteenth century. 

Dr. Hock has further added the following remarks: 

** As a piece of English- wrought tapestry this reredos may fairly 
challenge for itself the place next to that beautiful production of 
English hands, but of a somewhat later period, to this day seen 
covering one end of St. Mary's Hall, Coventry. That the monks 
in England followed, among other decorative arts, that of ' im- 

• JRotuli Pari, Yol. y. p. 317. 

t Ibid, iii 401; iv. 3, 66, 128, 141, 171, 210. 

X Rymer, Hedcra, &c. xi. 384; Nicolas, Proc. Privy Council, yI, 360. 
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brothering,' we know from the record we have already given of 
Wolstrope monastery. Doubtless the word as then understood was 
a wide one, and meant tapestry, though done by weaving, as well 
as needle^work. As the Coventry tapestry was in all likelihood 
wrought in that city itself, and by the monks or nuns there, so 
this piece may have come from the workshops of the great 
monastery of Saint Alban's, always celebrated for its schools of 
art. One of the finest and largest pieces of old tapestry* now in 
France, in the cathedral of Aix en Provence, was carried thither 
from this country, and was originally made for and used to be 
hung around the choir of Canterbury cathedral, and there is 
every reason for believing it was worked in England." 

On such a question the opinion of Dr. Rock must have great 
weight. Otherwise it might be supposed that so fine a work as 
this at Vintners' Hall had proceeded from the looms of Arras or 
Toumay, or some other of the manufactories of Flanders. How- 
ever, its interest as a dated work made for an English church is 
but little impaired by these considerations. 

It has not been ascertained at what time this piece of tapestry 
came into the possession of the Vintners' Company; though it 
is obvious that it did so owing to its representing their patron 
Saint Martin performing the act by which he is chiefly comme- 
morated. 

A small engraving of it, by J. Eoyce, was published in the 
GentlemarCs Magazine for June 1783, which aflfords a general 
idea of its design, and of its perfect state of preservation, but 
none whatever of its merits as a work of art, which are very 
considerable. 

♦ The tapestry to which Dr. Bock allndes consists of as many as twenty-six 
pieces, or pictures, nine of which have been published by M. Achille Jubinal in 
Lc8 Anciennes Tapisseri^s Historiies, Paris, 1838. They are identified as 
haying been the same as once hung in the choir of Canterbury, from their not 
only answering the description preserved by Somner in his Antiquities of 
Canterbury y but also from the date of 1511 inscribed upon them, which Somner 
likewise records. It is a singular coincidence that two relics of the ornaments 
of Canterbury cathedral, similar in character, yet distinct in themseWcs, should 
be thus preserved, one at Aix in Proyence, and the other at Vintners' Hall. 

k2 
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The Hearse Cloth is thus described by Mr. 0. Knight 
Watson: 

The Hearse Cloth, or Funeral State Pall, of the Vintners* 
Company, is of cloth of gold with purple velvet pile, the centre 
piece being 6 feet 6 inches long, and 22 inches wide, with borders 
10^ inches wide. 

At one end is represented, in embroidery, St. Martin, as a 
soldier, dividing his cloak with a beggar, who has lost his right 
foot, the leg being supported by a kind of cradle, and he has a 
crutch. On the opposite end the saint is seen in his pontifical 
vestments, with his crozier as bishop of Tours, in the act of 
relieving a beggar, who in this case has lost both his feet, but 
is able by the aid of his crutch to move about in cradles attached 
to his legs; a capacious wallet is suspended from his shoulder. 
In the centre of each of the side borders is represented the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, as " Our Lady of Pity," seated, with the 
dead body of the Saviour in her lap. To the right and left are 
figures of Death, represented as skeletons, sustaining by one 
hand a coffin, and in the other a spade. Above are labels with 
these mottoes: 

1. jHorert tt tiusai 

So die that you may live (for ever), 

2. i^ovi Wcatoxn' Vt^^itaa : 

The death of sinners is most wretched. 

3. jHoriri tiiict (Suta fSloxUti^ : 
Learn to die because thou shalt die. 

4. iffSLo^i hxitoxvC Vita aiaru* : 

The death of the just is the life of souls. • 

On each side are the Arms of the Company, and a coat, — Barry 
of six ermine and gules^ a crescent or for difference. Glover 
ascribes Barry of six ermine and gules to HusEE. The centre- 
piece is worked in cloth of gold in a stiff pattern, and the borders 
are filled in with vine-fruit and leaves, and are edged with 
purple and gold fringe.'* 

This Hearse Cloth is an object which takes us back, in 
thought, to the origin and early semi-religious and semi-provident 
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purposes of the guilds out of which these great City Companies 
have developed. The Merchant Taylors* Company possesses two 
such Hearse Cloths, the Ironmongers*, Fishmongers*, Brewers*, 
and Saddlers', each have one. 

Most Companies had their palls such as the one illustrated, but 
the seven before-mentioned are all that are known to be still in 
existence. 

The following pieces of plate and jewelry have been acquired 
since the date of Mr. French's paper: — 

A two-handled Cup with Cover, silver-gUt, antique pattern, 
dated 1879, weighing 87oz. lOdwts, purchased to commemorate 
the liberality of Frederick Barron Esq. when Master, in pre- 
senting the Company with a Master's Badge, hereafter described. 

A larger Cup with Cover, silver-gilt, presented by the 
late Alfred Williams Bingley Esq. when Master in 1882-3. 

A Master's Badge in 18»carat gold, with the arms of the 
Company richly enamelled and jewelled, presented by Frederick 
Barron, Esq. when Master in 1878-9. 

A BiASSiVE Gold Chain in 18-carat gold, to be worn with 
the above-mentioned badge, presented by Richard Berry, Esq. 
when Master in 1885-6. 

The Master's Chair is a very fine and interesting specimen of 
early carving and believed to have been preserved when the 
Hall was destroyed by the Great Fire in 1666. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF SOME EMINENT 
MEMBERS OF THE VINTNERS' COMPANY. 




The most illustrious name enrolled on the list of Freemen 
of the Vintners' Company is that of Hia late lioyal Highness 
Leopold George Duncan Albert, K.G., K.T., G.C.S.J., 
G.C.M.G., P.C., D.C.L. Oxon., fourth son of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty the Queen. Born at Buckingham Palace 
the 7th of April, and baptised the 28th of June, 1853. He 
was a Prince of the United Kingdom, Duke of Saxony, and 
Prince of Coburg and Gotha. Created a Peer of the United 
Kingdom by Letters Patent, dated the 24th May, 1881, as Duke 
of Albany, Earl of Clarence, and Baron Arklow. He was also 
a Colonel in the Army, Honorary Colonel of the 3rd Battalion 
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Seaforth Highlanders Ross-shire Buffs (The Duke of Albany's), 
an Elder Brother of the Trinity House, President of the Royal 
Society of Literature. Was invested by the Sultan with the 
Imperial Order of Osmanli in 1867. Matriculated at the 
University of Oxford in November 1872. Was granted ISfiOOL 
per annum on attaining his majority by Act of Parliament in July 

1874. ^^ Introduced " at the Privy Council in October the same 
year. Received the freedom of the City of London in October 

1875. Elected Provincial Grand Master of the Freemasons for 
Oxfordshire in January 1876. Created a D.C.L. of Oxford 
University in June the same year. 

In 1880 His Royal Highness was admitted to the Honorary 
Freedom, Livery, and Court of Assistants of the Vintners' 
Company, a special Court being held on Saturday, the 6th of 
November, for that purpose. 

Present: 

The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor (Sir Francis Wyatt 

Truscott), Master, 
Mr. Gillman, Upper Warden, 
Mr. Bingley, Renter Warden, 
Alderman Sir Thomas White, Swan Warden, 
Mr. Ingall, 
Mr. Potter, 
Mr. Aste, 
Mr. Richmond, 
Mr. Broach, 
Mr. Bacon, 
Mr. Gray, 
Mr. Barron, 
Mr. Webb, and 
Mr. Berry. 

The following is an interesting description of the ceremony: 
The members of the Court, robed, having taken their seats at 

the upper end of the Court Room in order of precedence. 

The Master and Wardens attended by the chaplain and clerk, 

and preceded by the beadle and stavesman, with their staves, 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF SOME 

received His Royal Highness at the entrance and ushered him 
into the Court Room. 

His Royal Highness having taken his seat at the table facing 
the Master, 

The Resolution of the Special Court of Assistants held Thurs- 
day, the 2l8t May, 1874, electing His Royal Highness to the 
freedom and livery of the Company, was read. 

It was thereupon moved by the Master^ seconded by the Upper 
Warden, and unanimously resolved: 

** That His Royal Highness Prince Leopold George Duncan 
Albert, Duke of Saxony, Prince of Coburg and Gotha, Knight 
of the Garter, Knight of the Thistle, Knight Grand Commander 
of the Star of India, Privy Councillor, be now admitted to the 
Freedom of the Vintners' Company." 

His Royal Highness thereupon made the Declaration of a 
Freeman and signed the Declaration Book, and also signed an 
application to the Court of Aldermen to be enrolled as a Citizen 
and Vintner. 

The Master then signed the Certificate of Freedom of the 
Company and handed the same to His Royal Highness in a 
casket. 

Upon the motion of the Master, seconded by Mr. Potter, it 
was unanimously resolved: 

** That His Royal Highness Prince Leopold be admitted to 
the Livery of the Vintners' Company." 

Mr. Upper-Warden Gillman thereupon clothed His Royal 
Highness. 

It was moved by the Master, seconded by Mr. Renter- Warden 
Bingley, and unanimously resolved : 

** That His Royal Highness be admitted an Honorary Mem- 
ber of the Court of Assistants." 

The above Resolution being carried. His Royal Highness took 
his seat on the Master's right hand. 

The Master then requested the Prince to accept the Gold 
Medal of the Company, and, having affixed the same, congra- 
tulated His Royal Highness on becoming an Honorary Member. 

His Royal Highness was then introduced to the Members of 
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tke Court and officers, and to Mr. Scott, the CHainberlain of 
London, and was afterwards conducted by the Master to the 
Drawing Room, where His Royal Highness the Duke of Cam^ 
bridge and the other distinguished guests were assembled to 
meet him. 

A dinner was given in the evening in the Banqueting Hall 
in commemoration of the event. The Right Hon. the Lord 
Mayor, Sir F. W. Truscott, Master of the Company, presided, 
having upon his right hand Prince Leopold and the Earl of 
Hardwicke, and upon his left His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Cambridge, K.G. and Admiral the Hon. Sir H. Keppel. There 
were also present Aldermen Sir Thomas Dakin, Sir Thomas 
Gabriel, George Swan Nottage, and Sir Thomas White, Sir Thomas 
Chambers, M.P. (the Recorder), Mr. Alderman and Sheriff 
Fowler, M.P., Sir J. B. Monckton (Town Clerk), Mr. Sheriff 
Waterlow, and a numerous company. After dinner the loving- 
cup was passed round, the announcement of the name of Prince 
Leopold as a "Citizen and Vintner" being received by the 
company with loud cheers. After the usual loyal and other 
toasts had been duly honoured. 

The Master, in proposing the next toast, said: " It is the toast 
of the evening, a toast which the ancient Company of Vintners 
does now, as it will in future years, set great store by, because it 
is * The health of our newly-elected brother. His Royal Highness 
Prince Leopold.* We are met to celebrate his election into our 
ranks, not merely as a freeman, but also as a liveryman; and, 
further, His Royal Highness has permitted himself to be elected 
a member of the Court of Assistants of the Company. Thus, 
while he has as it were obtained the highest rank as far as the 
freedom and all connected therewith are concerned, he has done 
more, for he has associated himself to the fullest possible extent 
with the inner mysteries and government of one of the most 
ancient of the City Companies. The Vintners' Company con- 
sisted originally of the merchant wine-tunners of (Jascoigne. 
They were divided into two classes, the vintners or wine importers 
and the tavemers or wine-sellers. It is a matter of historical 
knowledge that this Company was an important body, even in 

L 
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the Saxon times; and, although oUr first charter was lost in the 
Great Fire of London, yet it is known to have been granted 
about 1218, in the reign of Henry III. The earliest charter 
which we have now in our possession is dated 1364. 

" Many Lord Mayors have be^i members of the Company. 
The first named in our chronicles is John Adrian^ who 
filled the office in 1270 and 1271; the last is myself. Between 
these two are Sir John Stodeye, Lord Mayor in 1357; Sir W. 
More in 1395; Sir James Spencer in 1527; Sir T. Bloodworth 
in 1666; and Sir Gilbert Heathcote in 1710. The latter was 
the last Lord Mayor who rode on horseback to Westminster. He 
was M.P. for the City of London, and one of the projectors of 
the Bank of England. In this Hall Henry Pyeard, Alder- 
man of Dowgate and Lord Mayor in 1356, entertained four kings, 
namely, Edward IlL of England, John of France, David of 
Scotland, and the King of Cyprus. It is a remarkable circum- 
stance that having now to entertain a Member of the Royal 
Family, I am like Henry Pyeard not only Alderman of 
Dowgate but also Lord Mayor of London. This shows how 
liistory repeats itself; and it is an extraordinary fact that Sir 
John Lewys, Master of the Vintners' Company in 1410, enter- 
tained at his residence four sons of King Henry IV., namely, 
Prince Henry, afterwards King Henry V., Thomas, Duke of 
Clarence, John, Duke of Bedford, and Humphrey, Duke of 
Gloucester, and now the Master of the Vintners* Company has 
had the distinguished honour during the present year of enter- 
taining four sons of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen. I 
may mention that among the members of our Company were the 
father and the grandfather of Geoffirey Chaucer the poet; he was 
the son of John Chaucer, citizen and vintner, and lived in 
Thames Street. Chaucer afterwards received the appointment of 
Comptroller of the Custom of Wools of the Port of London. He 
lived over the Aldgate, in the rooms leased to him by the Cor- 
poration of London in May 1374. He was proud of being a 
citizen of London, and in his Testament of Love^ book i. sec- 
tion 5, he says: * Also the City of London that is to me so dear 
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and sweet, in which I was grown forth, and more kindly love . 
have I to that place than to any other in the earth, as every 
kindly creature hath full appetite to tliat place of his birth, and 
to will, rest and peace there to abide.' We look backward with 
reverence to our great institutions. We love the City Companies. 
We believe that in times past they have done great and material 
good, but we know that at the present time they are doing still 
more good to their fellow creatures, in assisting to maintain 
crowds of aged people, and many educational establishments, and. 
are altogether carrying out in a beneGcent manner the great 
purpose of their existence. I might further allude to a gentle* 
man, whom many of us revere, the Rev. Mr. Barham, who was 
our Chaplain, the author of the grotesque Ingoldsby Legends. 

" Your Royal Highness, in proposing to this goodly company . 
your health, may I be permitted to say that the Company of 
Vintners consider that you have this day conferred upon them a 
distinguished honour in taking up the freedom of this Company. 
You have added another to the many Royal names which the 
Companies of London have enrolled among them, and in pro* 
posing your health, I beg to give you the right hand of fellow- 
ship, and to ask you to believe that you have no sincerer 
admirers of your past life, as well as of your future career, than 
the Company of Vintners." 

His Royal Highness Prince Leopold, who was loudly cheered 
on rising to respond, said: "It is now upwards of six years since 
the Court of Assistants of the Vintners' Company passed a 
resolution inviting me in kind and flattering terms to become a 
freeman and member of their livery. Somewhat later the Com- 
pany of Grocers did me the honour to enrol me as an honorary 
freeman of their guild, and the Companies of Turners and. 
Saddlers were also courteous enough to offer me admission to their 
respective societies. I allude to these communications in order 
that I may here publicly express my regret that circumstances 
have so long prevented me from accepting the proffered hospi- 
talities both of this ancient Company and of the others I have 
named; and I tru?t that neither you nor they will believe that I 

2 L 



Digitized by 



Google 



7B BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF SOME 

have been either unmindful or regardless of die compliment 
paid me. 

" It is, indeed, in my opinion no small honour to be enrolled 
a member, as I have been this evening, of a guild whose existence 
can be traced in an unbroken line from the time of King Edward 
IIL It is not, however, for their antiquarian interest only that 
we most of us have a feeling of sympathy with the City Guilds; 
for while we remember that in olden times these societies served 
a good purpose in giving a tone and stimulus to the various 
trades they represented, we are not unmindful that in these later 
dajrs the City Companies have both warmly and wisely espoused 
the cause of our industrial and educational charities, and have 
taken by the hand many praiseworthy undertakings which with- 
out their support must have languished and died. 

" Nor, gentlemen, should we undervalue the social importance 
of such gatherings as these, for I truly believe that they have a 
great value, tending as they do to soften and remove the 
asperities and causes of discord which the complexities of our 
daily life are only too apt to foster between man and man. It is 
now my great privilege to call upon you to drink to the health 
of our worthy Master, the Lord Mayor of London. There have 
been many Masters of the Vintners' Company in bygone days 
who have also held the high oflSice of Lord Mayor of London, 
but, I will venture to say, there has never been one who has so 
worthily — I might almost say so magnificently — upheld the 
dignity of this distinguished position. The days of the present 
Lord Mayor's tenure of office, gentlemen, are now well nigh num- 
bered, but I am glad indeed that it has been my good fortune to 
have been received by him, while still Lord Mayor of London, 
into this ancient guild. 

" At Banstead church, in the county of Surrey, is a tablet to 
the memory of Sir Daniel Lambert, an eminent member of this 
Company and Lord Mayor of London in the year 1741, and the 
tablet bears this inscription: * A man in public trust of assiduous 
application and unshaken integrity, ever attentive to the duties 
of his station and the good of the community.^ May it be long, 
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gentlemen, before Sir Francis Truscott requires any epitaph; 
but, in reading the one written upon his predecessor, Sir Daniel 
Lambert, I could not help thinking that it well described the 
character of the present Lord Mayor. Gentlemen, I give you 
* The health of the Master of the Vintners' Company, the Lord 
Mayor of London.' " 

The Master briefly responded. The last toast drank was 
" The Vintners' Company, with Five," the ancient toast referred 
to at p. 8L 

His Royal Highness married the 27th Aprils 1882, Her 
Serene Highness the Princess HSI^ne Frederica Augusta,* 
daughter of His Serene Highness (jeorge Victor, Reigning Prince 
of Waldeck and Pyrmont. 

But a life which showed such brilliant promise of a great and 
useful career was cut short by his deeply-lamented decease at 
Cannes, in France^ the 28th of March, 1884, in the 31st year of 
his age. 

The earliest recorded prominent member 
of the Vintners' Company was John 
Adrian, the first Vintner recorded to 
have become Mayor of the City of London ; 
which office he held two years consecu- 
tively, viz. in 1270 and 1271, having pre- 
viously filled that of Sheriff in the years 
1258, 1259, and 1267; and though the 
early chroniclers of London afford but scant information re- 
specting him, still the fact of his repeated election as sheriff, and 
his occupation of the civic chair for two years, prove him to have 
possessed the confidence^ respect, and esteem of his fellow- 
citizens. 

Arms: Sable^ four escallops meeting in cross argent.^ 

* Bom 17th February, 1861. 

t Arms of Lord Mayors and Sheriffs, by William Smith, Rouge Dragon, a 
MS. formerly in the possession of the late John Gough Nichols, Esq., F.S.A. 
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Begikald de Conduotu (or atte Con- 
duyt), Vintner, was Mayor in 1334, having 
previously, viz. in 1320, served the office of 
Sheriff. He represented the city in six 
parliaments, the 6, 15, and 20 Edw. XL 
and 4, 7, and 11 Edw. III. 

He is said by Stow* to have served the 
office of Mayor two years, and to have 
impaired his estate so much thereby that the King gave him a 
yearly rent of houses in London; but this, like many other of 
that chronicler's assertion, requires confirmation. In 13 Edw. L 
A.i>. 1285^ he (or his father of the same name) appears to have 
paid two marks as his rate towards a twelfth granted by the City. 
His arms might be taken to allude to his trade as vintner, but 
they more probably refer to his name, derived from residence 
near some great conduit. 

In his will, dated 1344,t he desires to be buried in the church 
of the Blessed Mary of *' Fancherche'*; and, among divers 
bequests, he leaves to his daughter Lucy a tenement, with appur- 
tenances, in the parish of ** Fancherch," called " Scot o' the hop '* 
[or hoop]. He also mentions Letice his wife, John, Reginald^ 
and William his sons, and Alice his daughter, a nun of Clerken- 
welL 

Arms: Sable^ three flagons argent 

John de Oxenford, who is described 
by Stow X as the keeper of a tavern, 
served the office of Sheriff in 1323, and 
that of Mayor in 1341 ; but, dying early in 
his mayoralty, he was succeeded in that 
office, for the remainder of the year, by 
Simon Francis.§ He was a benefactor to 
the Priory of the Holy Trinity, London ; 

* Strype's Stow, vol. ii. b. 6, p. 110, edition, 1720. 

t Enrolled in the Hnstings Court, Guildhall, roll 74, memb. 18. 

X Strype's Stow, voL ii. b. 6, p. 198, edition, 1720. 

§ The Citizen* vf London and their Rulcr$, p. 214. 
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to which hoilse he gave, in his lifetime (1 Edw. IIIOj two tofts 
of land, one mill, fifty acres of land, and two acres of wood, 
with their appurtenances, in Kentish Town, of the yearly value 
of20«. 3^.* 

By his will, dated 1 May, 1340, and enrolled in the Court of 
Hustings, Guildhalljf he desires to be buried in the church of 
St. James, Garlickhithe, or wherever else his executors might 
ordain; and directs lOOZ., or more, to be expended on his ftmeral, 
and lOOl. to be distributed to the poor of London on the day of 
his burial. Also 50/. to be distributed within one month after 
his death; and 20L to be distributed among the blind and lame 
men dwelling in London and elsewhere to the number of 400, 
viz. lid, a piece; also 10/. to be distributed in like manner among 
200 lepers of London and elsewhere. To the high altar of the 
church of St. James, Garlickhithe, he bequeaths for tithes and 
offerings forgotten, 100 shillings; to the fabric of the same church, 
10/.; and 100 shillings to provide a candle of 501b. wax to be 
renewed twice a year, and to bum before the altar of the Blessed 
Mary in the same church during celebration of mass. He leaves 
to the fabric of St. Paul's church 40/., to that of St. Thomas of 
Aeon 100^., and to that of Iseldon (Islington) 20^., and bequests 
to some other churches. To Philip, chaplain in St. James Gar- 
lickhithe, 20^. and to each chaplain of the said church half a mark, 
each to celebrate divine service on the day of his death, to have in 
special memory his soul, and the souls of Adam his father, Cristina 
his mother, Ralph and Gilbert his brothers, William de Combe- 
martin, Richard de Clare, and all the faithful deceased. Among 
many other bequests to religious houses, fraternities, &c. there 
are several of either one pipe of red wine price 305. or one tun 
(doleum) of red wine price 60^. To the fabric of London bridge 
he leaves five marks; to that of the great bridge of Oxford 40«, 
and to that of the lesser bridge of Oxford 20«. To Alice his wife 
he leaves 50/. or her just dowry &om his goods moveable and 
immoveable at her pleasure, and besides her ** whole chamber" 
entirely. To each of his three sons, John, William, and Thomas, 
and to each of his three daughters, Katharine, Joan, and Mar- 
♦ Strype's Stow, vol. i. b. 3, p. 10, edition, 1720. f Roll 69, memb. la 
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garet, lOOZ. ; and to each of his thriee sons a silver cup with cover^ 
a piece of silver of the value of 30«., and 12 silver spoons of the 
value of 18^.; and to each of his three daughters a cup of silver 
with cover, of the value of 40«., a piece of silver of the value 
of 268. 8d., and 12 silver spoons of the value of 16«. Then 
follows a distribution to his sons of several tenements in London. 
This will is very interesting, and from the amount of real and 
personal property devised and bequeathed he must have been one 
of the most opulent citizens of his time. 

Abmb: Argent^ a fees xoavy sahle^ a label throughout o/iliree 
points gules.* 

Henry Pycard, Vintner, Alderman of 
Dowgate Ward, served the office of Sheriff 
in 1348, and was Mayor in 1356. In 
13 Edw. III. he subscribed 200/. towards 
the loan of 20,000 marks lent by the 
City to the King. In the 30th year of 
the same reign he was sununoned by the 
King to a conference with the Council.f 
According to Stow, he resided in a large house over against 
St. Martin's church, built of stone and timber, with vaults for 
the stowage of wine, which was called the Vintry. Stow 
further describes it as having been the residence of John Gisors, 
Mayor of London and Constable of the Tower. In this house 
Pycard is recorded to have entertained five Kings. J 

This grand and sumptuous entertainment took place in the 
year 1363, and is thus referred to by Barnes in his History of 
Edward III.:^ — **The City of London was at that time so 
flourishing, that not only the Lord Mayor, but most of the Alder- 
men in their turns, had the generosity and ability to invite and 
entertain all these great Kings and Potentates, singly and to- 

* MS. Vincent in Coll. Arm. 155, fol. 73. Stow giyes him two pales, and 
on a chief a lion passant gnardant. 
t Pablic Record Office, Rot Clans. 30 Edw. III., m. 14, dono, 
X Strype's Stow, toI. i. b. 3, p. 2, edition, 1720. 
§ Book 3, chap. x. p. 35. 




Digitized by 



Google 



EMINENT MEMBERS OF THE VINTNERS' COMPANY. 81 

gether, as occasion served. Particularly Sir Henry Picard, a 
Merchant Vintner of Ghtscogne, who some years before had been 
.Lord Mayor of London, one day made a splendid feast at his 
own house now called the Vintry, over against St. Martin's 
church ; at which were present Edward IIL, King of England^ 
David, King of Scotland, John, King of France, the King of 
Denmark, and the King of Cipres, the Duke of Bavaria, the 
chief hostages of France, and the King's sons (except Edward 
the Black Prince, who was then in Aquitaine), and many other 
nobles and chief nobility of England. And after the banquet 
Sir Henry Picard kept his hall for all comers that were willing to 
play at dice and hazard. In like manner the Lady Margaret his 
wife kept her chamber to the same intent, for the entertainment 
of the princesses and ladies. ^' The King of Cipres, playing 
Henry Picard," "did winne of him fifty markes; but Henry 
beeing very skilfuU in that art, altering his hand, did after winne 
of the same King the same fifty marks and fifty marks more; 
which when the same King began to take in ill parte, although 
hee dissembled the same, Henry said unto him, ' My Lord and 
King, be not agreeved, I covet not your gold, but your play; for 
I have not bidde you hither that I might grieve you, but that 
amongst other things I might try your play,' and gave him his 
money againe, plentifully bestowing of his owne amongst the 
retinue : besides, he gave many rich gifts to the King, and other 
Nobles and Knights which dined with him, to the great glory of 
the Cittizens of London in those days." * 

Mr. B. Standring, Master of the Company in 1887, in a 
pamphlet entitled 2 he Vintners'^ Company y with Five, records 
the custom of drinking the toast of " Prosperity to the Vintners' 
Company," with five cheers, in honourable memory of the occa- 
sion of the visit of the five crowned heads. 

Lady Margaret, his wife, was granddaughter to Sir John Gisors, 
His will, as briefly recorded f in 1363, is a single item of a docu- 

* Stow'8 Annates, with continuation by Howes, 1631, p. 264. 

t FroTed in the Hustings Court by John de Stodye and Robert de la More, 
two of the executors, on Monday next after St James the Apostle, 39 Edw. III. 
(Boll 93, m. 13, done.') 

H 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF SOME 

ment which was probably very much longer. It states that he 
liad bequeathed to John called the Pycard senior and John called 
the Pycard junior, all his tenements in the city of London which 
he and William Doget purchased together of the heirs or execu- 
tors of Henry Symond, and directs that on failure of heirs of their 
bodies they should be sold, and the money expended for his soul, 
&c. His executors were Margaret his wife, John Stodeye, Sir 
John de Cudyngton clerk, John Pyel, and Robert de la More; 
and his will was dated 3rd July 1361. 

Arms: Gyronny of eight argent and azure^ on a canton gules a 
Jleur de lis ofthefirstJ^ 

Sir John de Stodeye, Knight, Alder- 
man of the Ward of Vintry, is the next 
Vintner who occupied the civic chair. He 
served the oflSce of Sheriff in 1352, and 
that of Mayor in 1357, the year following 
the mayoralty of Henry Pycard, and, like 
him, had married a granddaughter of Sir 
John Gisors. 

He was one of the members for the city in the parliaments of 
29 and 31 Edw. Ill,, and in the 30 Edw. III. he was summoned 
by the King to a conference with the Council.f 

By his will, dated the 22nd March, 1375, J he desires his body 
to be buried in his vault in the church of St. Martin in the 
Vintry, in a new chapel on the north side of the church, before 
the altar of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary and the Apostles 
John the Evangelist and John the Baptist. He also founds a 
chantry in the said church, to which he bequeaths twenty-two 
marks annual rent for ever to pray for his soul, the soul of his 
wife Joan, and those of Lawrence Hardel and Margaret his wife, 
James Beaufloure and Emma his wife, to whom the estates 
assigned for the maintenance of the chantry had once belonged. 
He leaves to William son of William Stodeye his brother all his 

• MS. of William Smith, Rougo Dragon. 

t In Public Record Office, Rot. Claus. 30 Edw. HI. m. 14, dorso. 

X Enrolled in the Hustings Court, Guildhall, roll 104, m. 16, dcrso. 
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tenement in Vanchurch, at which Thomas Chaloner then dwelt. 
His other estates within the liberties of the City not bequeathed 
he left in four parts, between his daughters and their husbands, 
viz., — 1. Nicholas Brembre and Ydonea his wife; 2. John 
Philipot and Margaret his wife; 3. Henry Vannere and Margarie 
his wife ; 4. Joan, then unmarried.* His executors were 
Nicholas Brembre, John Philipot,t Henry Vannere, Bichard 
Aylesbury, Sir John Kelleseys, chaplain, and Paul Gyssor; and 
the overseers Sir John Ludham, rector of Tring, and John Peyb 
alderman of London. 

Arms : Ermine, on a saltire engrailed gules a leopard's face or. % 

Sir William More, Knight, Vintner, 
from whom descended the family of More 
of Bicester in the county of Oxford, 
served the office of Sheriff in 1386 and 
that of Mayor in 1395. He was one of 
the members for the City in the parlia- 
ment of 13 Rich. II. He was buried in 
the church of St. James Garlickhithe. 

Arms: Argent , a fesse dancettSe paly of six gules and sable 
between three mullets of the third pierced ofthejield.^ 

Sir John Lewys, Vintner, though he 
did not fill either the office of Sheriff or 
Mayor, was evidently a man of mark in 
the reign of Henry IV. ||; for he then 
entertained Prince Henry, Thomas, Duke 
of Clarence, John, Duke of Bedford, and 
Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, the King's 
four sons, to a supper amongst the mer- 





• Afterwards the wife of Thomas Goodlake: see before p. 43. 

t Philipot and Brembre were both eminent citizens and both Grocers. Sir 
John Philipot was Mayor in 1379. Sir Nicholas Brembre for three years in 
succession, 1384, 1385, and 1386. The overseer John Pyel was a Mercer, and 
Mayor in 1373. (According to Harl. MS. 1685, fol. 16, Sir John Philipot, son 
of the Mayor, married a granddaughter of Stody.) 

X MS. of William Smith, Rouge Dragon. § Ibid. 

II Strype's Stow, vol i. b. 3, p. 2, edition, 1720, 

M 2 
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chants of London, at his house in the Vintry, when Henry 
Skogan, the well-known poet, sent them a balled* commencing — 

My noble soiines and eke mj lords dere, 
I your father called mwoorthely, 
Send ynto 70a this litle treatise here, 
Written with mine owne hand full rudely, 
Although it be that I not reuerently 
Haue written to your estates, I you pray 
Mine ynconning taketh beni|2^ely 
For Gods sake, and herken what I say. 

Then follow twenty-three staves in like metre, containing, as 
it is quaintly set forth, " a pursuasion from looseing of time 
foolishly in lust and vice, but to spend the time in virtue and 
godlines/' 

Abms: (None recorded). 

Sib James Spencer, Knight, Master 
of the Company 1516-1519, was son of 
Robert Spencer, of Congleton, in the county 
of Chester. He was Alderman of Bridge 
Ward, and served the office of Sheriflf 
1518, and that of Mayor in the year 1627. 
The 30th August, 1523, he was ap- 
pointed by letters patent one of the Com- 
missioners to collect in London the subsidy 
granted to the King for four years.t 
The year of his mayoralty was calamitous from the dearness 
of corn and the prevalence of the sweating sickness, on which 
account the festivity of setting the watch at Midsummer was not 
celebrated 4 

By his will, dated 24 Jan. 1543,§ and proved in London 21st 
Jane, 1544, he desires his body to be buried before the image of 
St. James, within the parish church of St. James at Garlick- 
hithe, **as nyghe vnto the grave there where the boddy of Dame 
Elener," his *^ late wief, lieth buryed, as may conuenyently be.'* 

• Chaucer, fol. edit. 1602, ff. 318, 319. 

t In Public Record Office, pat. roll, 16 Hen. VIII., p. 1, m. 3 to 20, dorso. 

% Fahyan's Chronicle, by Ellis, p. 699. § Principal Registry Pynning, 10. 
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To the high altar of the said church he bequeaths 68. 6d. for tithes 
and oblations forgotten or negligently withholden, if any such be. 
And, among other bequests, he desires hip executors immediately 
after his death to cause " Sir Hughe Moretoune," or " Sir Thomas 
Grene," priests, or such other as they shall think fit, to sing and 
say mass and other divine service within the parish church of 
** Astebury," in the county of Chester, or within the ^* over or 
neyther Chappell of Congleton," in the county of Chester, at the 
pleasure of his said executors, for the space of ten years next 
ensuing after his decease, and the priest to have for his salary 
5/. 6a. Sd. He also gives and bequeaths towards the marriage 
of maidens his next of kin, 100 marks sterling, to be delivered 
and paid by the discretion of his executors; and to the men- 
servants, maid-servants, women, and apprentices, in service with 
him at his decease, he bequeaths lOZ., and 40a. amongst the poor 
householders and poor people of the town of Congleton. To the 
Brotherhood of Jesus founded in the ** Crowdes" in the Cathedral 
Church of St. Paul in London, he bequeaths 5/. To his niece 
Ellen Spencer, "if she come to her lawfuU age to be maried, and 
of good name, fame, and like rule and ordre," 261. 135. 4rf.; and 
he directs that his " Beame with the Awngellf and Candlestick f, 
hangyng yn his hall at London, shalbe hangged and sett before 
the blessed Sacrament of the Awltar yn the over chappell at 
Congleton, and the heddes of" his ** two Cubboordes, beyng in " 
his "said hall and Perlour, and*' his " three Candlestickkf in" 
his *' hall shalbe sett vppon the Aulter of the saide over chappell 
of Congleton aforesaidc. And there to contynnew to the honour 
of God and our lady as longe as they will endure." He also 
bequeaths 40«. for the maintenance of a light before the blessed 
sacrament in the said "over chapel," to be set in the said Beame, 
and to burn there as long as the 40a. would maintain the same. 
To the Fraternity or Brotherhood of St. Magnus, in London, to 
attend his funeral and pray tor his soul, he bequeaths 10a., and a 
like sum of 10a. to each of the Brotherhood of Pappey and the 
Brotherhood of Clerks. He also directs his executors to expend 
16i. " vppon a Toombe, withe a Resurreccon to be made and sett 
vppon" his '* sepulture over the place where" his "boddy shalbe 
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buryed, atid where the boddy of the saide Dame Eleno' *' his 
*' wief lieth buryed." To Sir Alexander Lacye, his chaplain, he 
bequeathed 6L or 208. yearly during his natural life. 

In a codicil attached to the will, and dated the 5th Feb. 1543, 
he gives to "James Staveley," one of the wardens of the vintners, 
and to "Dauyd Gittons," vintner, to the use of their hall, "A 
cuppe narayd the James, whiche was woorth twenty m*cf sterling." 
He also bequeathed to Elizabeth Robertes " one gilte cupp w* a 
cooucr, waying xxvij*^ ouncf di." and to Margaret Juett *' one 
gillt goblett waying seventene ouncf quarter;" and to the church 
of St. James " two Crwettf paroell gyllte, waying vj ouncef di. ;" 
to " Jhus Colledge a Dyaper table cloth and a doosen napkynnes;" 
and to " Robert Wyncott a wood knyffe/' etc. 

Arms : Per pah argent and sable, a fesse nebulae between three 
griffins^ heads erased, within a bordure engrailedj all counter- 
changed,* 

Siu CuTHBERT BucKLE, Alderman of 
Bridge Ward, afterwards of the Ward of 
Bassishaw, was born at Brough,f in the 
county of York, close to the borders of 
Westmerland, and was the son of Chris- 
topher Buckle of the same place. He 
probably resided in Mark Lane, as he men- 
tions his mansion-house there in his will. 
On the death of John Haydon, SheriflF, he succeeded him in 
that office for the remainder of the year (1582); and he was 
elected to the office of Mayor in 1593, but dying in his mayoralty, 
July 1, 1594, he was buried in the church of St. Mary-at-Hill.J 
By his will, dated 28 June, 1594,§ in which he describes him- 
self as diseased in body, he desires to be buried in the parish 

* MS. of William Smith, Rouge Dragon; who adds this 
note: "Of hym discended Thomas Spencer of Chester, who 
now geveth the armes thus: 

t MS. Lord Majors, in the Corporation lihrary at Gaild- 
hall. p. 134. 

J Strype's Stow, vol. ii. h. 5, p. 198, edition, 1720. 

§ Enrolled in the Hustings Court, Guildhall, roll 275, m. 1 
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church of St. Mary-at-Hill, of which he was a parishioner, in 
the same place where his son John lay; and after all his debts, &c. 
paid, he directs the residue of his goods, &c., to be divided into 
three parts, according to the custom of the city of London,* 
that is to say, one-third to his loving wife, Dame Elizabeth, one- 
third to his loving son, Christopher Buckle, and the remaining 
• third he reserved to pay legacies, &c. Among the many bequests 
which follow, are to 60 poor men to attend his funeral to each a 
** gowne of newcolour, allowing three yards 't a quarter of clothe 
to a peece," and "to thirteene poore almes people of the almes 
house of the Companie of vinteners, to each of them six shillinges 
1 eight pence." He also bequeathed to the poor children of 
Christ^s Hospital in London, 20 marks; to the poor of St. Thomas's 
Hospital in Southwark, 20 marks; to each of the several gaols 
of London, viz., the two Compters, Newgate, Ludgate, The 
Fleet, The White Lion, The King's Bench, and The Marshalsea, 
towards the relief of the poor prisoners there, 5Ss. id. ; to twenty 
poor maidens, born and dwelling in the parish of Brough under 
Stain more, in the county of Westmerland, where he states he 
was born, 20a. each, to be paid them on the day of their mar- 
riage by the discretion of Mr. Shawe, vicar, and eight of the 
ancient parishioners, two of whom to be his cousins " Petci 
Brunskell " and *• Henrye vbanck," and also the Churchwardens 
there for the time being. He further bequeathed 61. 13«. 4rf. to 
be bestowed on a dinner for the parishioners of Brough within 
three months after his decease; and after numerous other bequests 
to his friends and relations, " vnto the Master, Wardens, Freemen, 
1 Cominaltie of the misterie of Vinteners, f to their Successors 
for euer, one Standing Cuppe w*^ a Cover, all guilte, t Chassed 
with" his "marke on the same, weighing three skore eight 
ounces, or theraboutes "; and, further, he gives ** vnto the said 
Companie, to bee bestowed on a dynner at their pleasures," the 

♦ By the custom of London (subsequently abolished by Act of Parliament.) a 
testator who left a wife and child Could only dispose of one-third of his clear 
.personal estate; the widow being entitled to one- third, and the child or children 
to the other third. The third of which he could dispose was called the dead 
man's part — Law of Testaments and Last Wills j 1744. 
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sum of lOZ. He also bequeathed ^*to t amongst the poore 
people dwelling and inhabiting w*^ia the pishe of S* Poulchers * 
in London ffiye poundes, to i amongst the poore dwelling in the 
parishe of S^ leonardes in Eastcheape ffifUe Shillinges, t to and 
amongst the poore dwelling w*^in this parish of S' Marye at Hill 
ffower poundes ;'* and 8/. per annum issuing out of a messuage 
called the " Spittle on Staynmor," and lands and rents, to twelve 
ancient parishioners of the parish of Brough, for and towards the 
maintenance of a schoolmaster to teach in a school to be built on 
Stainmore, in the said parish of Brough. He also gives unto 
the Company of Vintners, after the decease of his wife and son, 
all his lands and tenements, &c., in the parishes of St. Mary-at- 
Hill and St. DunstanVin-the-East, subject to the payment 
thereout, yearly, of a rent-charge of 40/., and certain other 
yearly sums, to the poor of the parishes named ; but the Com- 
pany do not appear to have at any time possessed property of 
the description set forth in the will, and not being called upon 
to pay any such yearly sums, we may infer that the Company 
did not accept the devise in consequence of the heavy liability 
of 40/. annual rent with which it was encumbered.f 

I also find that the annuity of 8t to the school at Stainmore 
was the source of a Chancery suit for non-payment during the 
minority of the son. 

During the lifetime of Sir Cuthbert he appears to have been 
a liberal benefactor to his native place. He erected a bridge 
upon Stainmore, still known by the name of Buckle's Bridge. 

Arms: Sable f a chevron between Uiree chapleU argentX 

Sir Thomas Bloodworth, the son of 
John Bloodworth, an opulent Turkey mer- 
chant, descended from a Derbyshire family, 
was admitted to the freedom of the Com- 
pany the 7th October, 1645. He was 
knighted at the Hague in May, 1660. He 
served the office of Sheriff in 1662. In the 
year 1665 he was Master of the Company 

♦ St Sepulchre's. f H^portB of Charity Oommmwners, yiii. 383. 

X MS. of William Smiih, Ronge Dragon. 




Digitized by 



Google 



EMINENT MEMBERS OP THE VINTNEBS' COMPANY. 89 

of Vintners, and on the 9 th of November in the same year was 
awom in Lord Mayor of London. He was Mayor during the 
eventful period of the Grreat Fire in 1666. Pepys, in his 
Diary ^"^ gives some curious, but far from flattering, information 
respecting him. He sajrs, under date June the 30th, " Mightily 
troubled all this morning with going to my Lord Mayor [Sir 
Thomas Bludworth, a silly man, I think], and other places, about 
getting shipped some men that they have these two last nights 
pressed in the City out of houses: the persons wholly unfit for 
sea, and many of them people of very good fashion.** " But to 
see how the King's business is done, my Lord Mayor himself did 
scruple, at this time of extremity, to do this thing, because he had 
not money to pay the pressed-money to the men." "I did, out 
of my own purse, disburse 15Z. to pay for their pressing, and diet 
last night and this morning; which is a thing worth record of 
my Lord Mayor." 

And, again, under date July 2nd,t ** Up betimes, forced to go 
to my Lord Mayor's about the business of the pressed men; and, 
indeed, I find him a mean man of understanding and dispatch ot 
any publick business. Thence, out of curiosity, to Bridewell, to 
see the pressed men, where there are about 300; but so unruly 
that I durst not go among them." 

And under date September the 2nd, Sunday,t the Great Fire 
then raging, Pepys, being sent by the King to the Lord Mayor 
to cotiimand him not to spare any of the houses, but to pull down 
before the fire in every direction, says, •* At last met my Lord 
Mayor in Canning Street, like a man spent, with a handkercher 
about his neck« To the King's message he cried, like a fainting 
woman, * Lord! what can 1 do? I am spent, people will not 
obey me. I have been pulling down houses; but the fire over- 
takes us faster than we can do it;' that he needed no more sol- 
diers; and that for himself, he must go and refresh himself, 
having been up all night. So he left me, and I him, and walked 
home." 

Under date September the 7th, ** People do all the world over 

♦ Pepys* JHarif by Lord Braybrooke, 4th edit 1854, vpl. ii. pp. 405-6. 
t Ibid, p. 407. t Ibid. p. 441. 
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cry out of the simplicity of my Lord Mayor in generall; and 
more particularly in' this business of the fire, laying it all upon 
him." 

Again, imder Dec. 1st,* Pepys writes: "Walking to the Old 
Swan, I did see a cellar in Tower Streete in a very fresh fire, the 
late great winds having blown it up.f It seemed to be only of 
log-wood, that hath kept the ^re all this while in it. Going 
further, I met my late Lord Mayor Bludworth, under whom the 
City was burned. But, Lord I tiie silly talk that this silly fellow 
had, only how ready he would be to part with all his estate in 
these difficult times to advocate the King's fervice, and com- 
plaining that now, as everybody -did lately in the fire, everybody 
endeavours to save himself, and let the whole perish: but a very 
weak man he seems to be.'* 

It is also clear from a letter of Sir Thomas Bludworth to 
Williamson, the editor of the Gazette^ dated 29th September, 
1666,J preserved in the State Paper Office, that much dissatis- 
faction was caused by his singular want of spirit and ability; for 
he complains to Williamson in this letter that mention had been 
made in the Gazette as if neglect; had caused the flames to 
increase, and that he had been prejudiced thereby, and at the 
election of a successor was forced to vindicate himself, and 
wishes at the publication of his successor to have the character 
given him of being Williamson's " friend or servant," so as to 
assure distant friends that he was not out of favour till something 
is made out against him; and further states that he lived not by 
popular applause, yet wishes some esteem in the government, and 
needs some support, having had the misfortune to serve in the 
severest year that ever man did. 

Sir Thomas gave lOOL towards rebuilding the Hall of the 
Vintners' Company after the fire. He resided in Camden House, 
Maiden Lane. 

♦ Pepys^ Diary, by Lord Braybrooke, 4th edit. 1864, vol. iii. pp. 21, 22. 

f '* The fire continaed to bom in some of the cellars of the rains for four 
months, although in October it rained without ceasing for ten days." — Rv^ge^$ 
DiwmaZ. 

X Vol. clxxiii. No» 82, Domestic Series, Charles II. 

§ Principal Registry, Cottle 82. 
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By his will, dated the 24th November, 1680,§ and proved in 
London the 10th July, 1682, he directs his body to be buried 
without pomp, in "some evening," in the parish church where 
he shall fall or have his last residence, '^ it having pleased God to 
lessen" him in his "estate by that dreadfuU Fire of London in 
the yeare 1667." He also mentions his wife and his two sons, 
Thomas and Charles, and his daughters Ann, the wife of Sir 
George Jefferys, and Mary, whom he describes as afflicted; and 
he earnestly desires his executors and overseers to obtain that 
one-third part of his personal estate may be taken in leases of the 
Drapers' and Goldsmiths' Companies; those of the Drapers he 
believes to be the best rents. He also mentions the mansion- 
house in which he then lived in Maiden Lane, and bequeaths to 
the Company of Vintners his " Two silver Bowles, and Covers '' as 
a token of his "respects to them, having not beene wanting to 
them in the like kind while " he " lived." * And to their alms- 
people he bequeathed " twenty shillings a piece, to be laid out 
as the Master and Wardens shall thinke fit." He also says: " I 
give and bequeath To the Feild Officers and Captaines of my 
Regiment (if I dye in Comission of one) each one a Ring of the 
value of Twenty shillings. And to my Cap* Leive* and my 
Ensigne the s&me." 

To the poor of the parish of St. John Zachary, and of the 
parish of Leatherhead, in the county of Sutrey, he bequeaths 5L 
each, to be distributed at the discretion of the minister, church- 
wardens, and overseers ; and appoints (Maria) his wife and 
Thomas his son executors of his will, and his friends. Sir William 
Turner, Knt. and Alderman, and Sir George Jefferyes, overseers, 
to which overseers he bequeaths the sum of lOl. each. 

He died and was buried at Leatherhead, where he possessed a 
residence.f Sir Thomas appears to have married first, Mary, 
daughter of Walter Rogers, gentleman, of Leatherhead, by whom 
he had three children who died sine prole, and secondly, Mary, 
relict of ... . Ber of London by whom he . had two sons and 
three daughters, viz., Sir Thomas Bloodworth, son and heir, 

* For this gift, see description of plate at p. 69. 
•f Manning and Bray's Surrey , i. 462. 
N2 
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knighted at Windsor the 7th June, 1682, who died unmarried 
in 1694, and was buried at Leatherhead. Charles Blood worth, 
second son, of Leatherhead, who married, in 1696, Margaret, the 
daughter and coheir of Major Brett, by Katherine, his wife, the 
daughter of the Earl of Orrery; Anne married first, Sir John 
Jones, Knight of Funmon, co. Glamorgan, and secondly, Sir 
George Jefferys; Mary married the Rev. Richard Cawthome, 
vicar of Hampton, co. Middlesex ; and Christian, who married 
. . . . ; Sir George JeflEerys, the husband of his daughter Anne, 
was Recorder of the City of London, afterwards Lord Chief 
Justice, and eventually became Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land. He was created Baron Wem by King James IL ; he was 
the most diabolical judge that ever sat on the Bench, and was 
styled the King's Incarnate Devil; he died from terror and 
shame. She died 25th September, 1703. 

Arms : Argentj three bars sable^ in chief three torteauXy all 
loithin a hordure ermine.^ 



sxx 





Sir Samuel Dashwood was the next 
member of the Company who became Lord 
Mayor. He was son and heir of Francis 
Dashwood, citizen of London, a Turkey 
merchant of good repute, descended from 
the Dashwoods of Powdon,in Stoke Gomer, 
in the county of Somerset.t 

Sir Samuel was Master of the Company 
in 1684, having been admitted to the free- 
dom of the Company the 14th April, 1663. He was elected 
Alderman of Aldgate Ward in 1688, J served the office of Sheriff 
in 1683, was knighted at Windsor Castle, 30 July, 1684, elected 
rd Mayor in 1702, and the following year was President of 
Beth^^em Hospital. He was also M.P. for the city in 1686. 

* These J^rms are assigned to him in Strype's Storve, London, 1720, toI. ii. 
b. 5, p. 147. jThey are also engraTed on the plate presented by Sir Thomas to 
the Vintners f Company in 1682; bnt no grant of the same is registered in the 
College of A-nns. 

t MS. T^rd Mayors in the Corporation Library, Guildhall, f. 218. 

X Noo/rthonck's London, Addenda, p. 489. 
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He married Anne, the daughter of John Smith, of Tedworth, 
CO. Hants, and had issue two sons and six daughters. By the 
marriage of his daughter Sarah with Fulke Greville, fifth Lord 
Brooke, he became ancestor of the Earls of Warwick, and 
other illustrious noblemen.* 

The Vintners, on the occasion of his inauguration, on the 9th 
of November, 1702, displayed a highly classical pageant in his 
honour, one of the principal and most conspicuous personages 
b^ng St. Martin, the patron saint^ mounted '* on a stately white 
steed, richly plumed and caparisoned,'' the saint splendidly armed 
cap-a-piey having a large mantle or scarf of scarlet, followed by 
several cripples and beggars supplicating for his charity ; and on 
arriving in St. Paul's Churchyard, making a stand to prevent 
the cries of the mendicants, the saint severed his scarf with his 
sword, and distributed it among them.t 

Sir Samuel died the 14th September, 1705, aged sixfy-three; 
and was buried in St. Botolph's church, Bishopsgate.^ He be- 
queathed a charity to the parish of Mortlake, in the county of 
Surrey, for paying widows' rents and apprenticing poor children. § 

Abms : Argent^ on a fesse double cottsed gules three griffins* 
heads erased or. || 

Sib Thomas Rawlinson, Knight, 
was admitted to the freedom of the 
Vintners' Company the 12th October 
1670, and was Master of the Company in 
1687, and again in 1696, a portrait of 
whom is preserved at the HalLIT 

He was the son of Daniel Rawlinson, of 
London, Vintner, who lived at the Mitre 
Tavern in Fenchurch Street, and who 
gave 50L towards rebuilding the Hall of the Company after the 





* MS. Milhoumiana, in the possession of the Editor. 

t Herbert's Hutory of the Twelve Companies, i. 207. 

% Malcolm's Londinium Hedivivnm, vol. i. p. 347. 

§ JReparti of Charity CommiMioners, vol. xiv. p. 692. 

Refristered in College of Arms to his father, Francis Dashwood, in 1662. 

^ For his gifl of plate to the Company see p. 60. 
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Great Fire, and who was descended from an ancient family 
formerly seated at Gronsdale, in Lancashire.* 

Sir Thomas was elected Alderman of Castle Baynard Ward in 
1696,t having previously served the office of SheriflF in 1686, on 
the 6th August in which year he was knighted at Windsor, and 
was elected Lord Mayor of London in 1705; was President of 
Bridewell in the same year, J and in 1705 became President of 
Bethlehem Hospital. § 

Sir Thomas married daughter of .... . Taylof, 

Vintner, who kept the Devil Tavern by the Temple, and after 
the decease of her husband she remarried, but to whom it is not 
recorded. She died in 1724. There were several children by 
the marriage. The eldest son, Thomas Bawlinson, esquire, is 
described as of the Middle Temple, he appears to have spent 
most of his estate in the purchase of books, part of which he sold 
during hir life by auction three several times. He is said to 
have married his maid-servant. 

Arms : Gules, two bars gemelles between three escallops argent, T 

Sir Gilbert Heathoote, Knight and 
Baronet, — the eldest of the seven sons of Gil- 
bert Heathcote, Alderman, of Chesterfield 
in the county of Derby (who died in 1690), 
and descended of a family long seated in. 
that county, by his wife Anne, daughter 
of Thomas Dickins, Esq. of Chesterfield. 
He was admitted to the freedom of the 

* Strype's Stow, vol. ii. b. 5, p. 152, edition, 1720. 

t Noorthonck's London^ Addenda, p. 895. 

X Allen's London, toI. iii. p. 672. 

§ Meports of Charity CommisHonerSy vol. xxxii. part 6, p. 480. 

^ These arms are engraved on the silyer standing-cap presented bv Sir Thomas 
io the Vintners* Company in 1687, with the addition of a crest, — On a knight's 
helmet a steme, or dnck, holding an escallop in its beak; but they rightly belong 
to the family of Rawlinson, of Lancashire, from whom there i no proof that Sir 
Thomas Rawlinson is descended, and, farther, there is no registration of the 
arms to Sir Thomas or hid family in the Ck>llege of Arms. Since the first issne 
of this accoant Peter Le Neve's work has been pnblished (see Harleian Society^s 
publication, vol.viii. 1878, pp. 406-6), and in it it states that Le Neve was told by 
Thomas Rawlinson the yonnger that his father had no right to the arms used by 
him. 
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Vintners' Company the Ist June, 1681, and was Master of the 
Company in 1700.* He resided in St. Swithin's Lane, and was 
elected Alderman of the Ward of Walbrook in 1702 (having 
been for some years previous a member of the Common Council 
for the same ward), but afterwards removed to the Ward of Bridge 
Without,f as father of the City, in 1725. He served the oflSce 
of Sheriff in 1703, and was elected Lord Mayor in 1710. Sir 
Gilbert, who had received the honour of knighthood from Queen 
Anne, at the Guildhall, the 29th October 1702, was created a 
Baronet by King George II. the 17th January, 1732-3. 

He represented the City of London in four successive Par- 
liaments, from 1700 to 1708. In 1714 was chosen to serve in 
Parliament for Helston, in the county of Cornwall; in 1722 for 
Lymington, in the county of Hampshire; and in 1727 for St. 
German's, in the county of Cornwall. He was a director and one 
of the projectors of the Bank of England, and was Colonel of the 
Blue Regiment of the Trained Bands. His is a name long to be 
remembered by the merchants of London for his bold and intrepid 
conduct in appearing at the bar of the House of Commons, and 
asserting the right to trade wherever he pleased until restrained 
by Act of Parliament. 

Sir Gilbert was the last Mayor who rode to Westminster on 
horseback on Lord Mayor's Day. 

He is said to be the Sir Andrew Freeport of the Spectator, and 
is mentioned by Pope in his Imitations of Horace^X as follows: 

Heathcote himself and snch large-acred men, 

Lords of fat E'sham, or of Lincoln-fen, 

Bny every stick of wood that lends them heat 

Buy every pnllet they afford to eat. 

He is also mentioned by Dyer in his poem called The Fleece^ 

and snch the clover'd lawns 

And sonny mounts of beauteous Normanton, 
Health's cheerful haunt, and the selected walk 
Of Heathcote*8 leisure. 

Dyer is said to have had every reason to remember him with 
gratitude. Sir Gilbert having presented him to the rectory of 
Conington. 

* For his gift of plate to the Company see p. 62. 

t Noorthonck's London^ Addenda^ p. 896. % Book ii. epist. 2. 
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Sir Gilbert married Hester, the daughter of Christopher 
Rayner, Esq. by whom he had issue one son, Sir John Heath- 
cotCj his successor, and two daughters, viz. Anne, the wife of 
Sir Jacob Jacobson, Knight, and Elizabeth, wife to Sigismond 
Trafford, Esq. of Dunston Hall, in the county of Lincoln. . 

He died the 25th of January, 1732-3, aged 82, and was buried 
at Normanton, his seat in the county of Rutland, where a hand- 
some monument by Rysbrach was erected to his memory, the in- 
scription on the same setting forth that amongst his other virtues 
he was '* a kind landlord, a steady friend, an affectionate relation, 
and in his character imblemished."* 

His property at his decease is said to have amounted to about 
half a million. 

In the council-room of St. Thomas's Hospital, previous to being 
pulled down, was a fine portrait of this memorable citizen, in 
which he was represented habited in the civic scarlet furred gown, 
with a brown long-flapped coat, square-toed shoes, and a large 
wig, his right hand directing attention to a book on a marble 
table, behind which the City sword and maccf 

Another fine three-quarter fiiU-length portrait, in his robes of 
office, was also hanging in the dining-room of Conington Castle, 
in the county of Huntingdon, a few years since. 

From Sir Gilbert descends the present Lord Aveland. 

Arms : Ermine^ three pomeis verty each charged tvith a cross or,i 

'^ r V^ I Sir John Thompson, Knight, elected 

^S|p? N. Nv Alderman of the Ward of Candlewick in 

1726, but afterwards removed to the Ward 

of Bridge Without* He served the office 

of Sheriff for the latter part of the year 

1725, on the death of Sir Jeremiah Murden 

in his shrievalty. He was admitted to the 

freedom of the Vintners' Company the 6th 

March, 1727, and was elected Lord Mayor in 1736. Died in the 

• Betham'B Baronetage^ yol. iiL p. 220. 

t Manning and Bray*B Sxirrey^ Yol. iii. p. 618. 

X Registered in the College of Anns in 1708; also engraved on plate presented 
by Sir Gilbert Heathcote to the Vintners' Company in 1700. 
tt Noorthouck'a London, Addenda, p. 896. 
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year 1750, aged 79, and was buried in the church of St 
Michaers, Crooked Lane,* on the south side of which, previous 
to its demolition for the approaches to new London Bridge, 
was a neat marble tablet to his memory. 

Arms: jBendy of six argent and gules ^ on a canton of the first 
a lion passant sdble.'f 

Sir Daniel Lambert, elected Alder- 
man of the Ward of Tower 1736, J served 
the office of SherifFin 1733, and was sworn 
in Lord Mayor at the Tower the 26th of 
March, 1741, in room of Humphrey Par- 
sons, who died in his Mayoralty, § on 
which day he was also admitted to the 
freedom of the Vintners' Company, Sir 
Daniel was the same year elected to serve 
in Parliament as one of the four representatives of the City.|| 

Sir Daniel died the 13th of May, 1750, aged 65, of the gaol 
distemper, caught at the Old Bailey Sessions in the previous 
April ; IT in consequence of which, and to prevent any danger in 
future, every part of the court and the gaol of Newgate was 
cleansed and washed with vinegar, and the prisoners also ordered to 
be washed with vinegar before being brought up for trial, and the 
number to be brought up at any one time not to exceed fifteen.** 
He was buried at Banstead, in the county of Surrey, where he 
possessed the manor of Perrotts, at which he occasionally resided ; 
and he gave, at his decease, to the parish of Banstead, as also to 
the parish of St. Olave, Hart Street, a bequest for charitable 
purposes.tt 

♦ Allen's UUtory of London, vol. iii. p. 266. 

f Assigned to him in Burke's Ai'mory^ also in Robson ; bat no grant 
regitftered in the College of Arms. 
X Noorthonck's London, Addenda, p. 896. 

§ MS. Lord Majors in the Corporation Library, Guildhall, p. 377. 
II Manning and Bray's Surrey, vol. ii. p. 693. 
% MS. Lord Mayors in Corporation Library, Guildhall, p. 377. 
•• Ocntleman's Magazine, xx. 235. 

tt Reports of Charity CommUsioners, xiii. 471, and xx. 248. 
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On the south wall of Banstead church is a tablet to his memory, 
which describes him as a man **in public trusts, of assiduous 
application and unshaken integrity ; ever attentive to the duties 
of his station and the good of the community." 

He married Mary, the eldest daughter of Mr. John Wilmot, 
who survived him, and died 14th May» 1770, aged 85 years. * 

Arms: Gules, three narcissus flowers argent^ and a canton or.f 

Brackley Kennett, esquire, was 
admitted to the freedom of the Vintners* 
Company the 5th September, 1759, and 
chosen Alderman of the Ward of Cornhill 
in 1767, J having previously served the office 
of Sheriff in 1765. He was President of 
Bridewell and Bethlehem Hospitals in 1 777 , 
and one of the Burgesses of Westininster,§ 
and in 1779 was elected Lord Mayor. 

He was one of those ministerial Aldermen who were passed 
over for Mayor during the ten years of Wilkes's popularity, but 
when the City returned to the old custom of choosing mayors 
by rotation he was elected. 

His conduct and inactivity during the unfortunate Gordon 
Riots, which occurred during his mayoralty, permitted them to 
rise to a dreadful height ;|| and, although it must be allowed 
that no public magistrate had ever before been placed in circum- 
stances of greater difficulty, called down the severest censure on 
his head for being wanting in spirit and firmness, and gave rise 
to the following jeu d'esprit^ entitled " The Lord Mayor^s 
Dilemma ;" If 

The Riot quite confna'd the May'r; 
But where'8 the wonder, when it 
Was snch a critical affair, 
His lordship could not "£en'it.'^ 

♦ Manning and Bray's Surrey^ ii. 593. 

t Registered in College of Arms in 1737.' 

% Noorthouck's London^ Addenda, p. S95. 

§ Gentleman*i Magazine^ Hi. 263. 

II MS. Lord Mayors in the Corporation Library, Guildhall, p. 368. 

^ Note* and Querits, 2 S. ix. 292. 
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Having related at a dinner of the Common Council * that tlie 
Earl of EflSngham was killed among the rioters shot in Fleet 
Market, and giving Lord Amherst as his authority, Lord Effing- 
ham waited upon Lord Amherst, who denied it; whereupon 
Lord Effingham commenced §n action oi Scandalum Magnum 
against him. At the same time other actions at law were com- 
menced against him for losses sustained by the riots through his 
inactivity; but before verdicts could be obtained he committed 
suicide on the 12th day of May, 1782, aged 68 years, and was 
buried in the north aisle of Putney church, where his wife, 
Frances Kennett, who died the 24th day of December, 1761, in 
the 46th year of her age, also lies buried .f 

By his will he gave 521, \0s. to the Vintners' Company upon 
condition of their paying annually the sum of 2Z. to their poor 
almswomen.J 
Arms.§ 

Matthias Prime Lucas, esquire, son 
of Josiah Lucas was admitted to the free- 
dom of the Vintners' Company the 4th 
February, 1784, and became Master of 
the Company in 1817, and again in 1838; 
a fair portrait of this gentleman (by Simp- 
son) is preserved in the Court-Room 
of the Company; he was first of the 
Common Council, afterwards Alderman of 

the Ward of Tower, and President of St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 

He served the office of SheriflF in 1822, and was elected Lord 

Mayor in 1827. 

• City Biography in the Corporation Library, Guildhall, pp. 139-141. 

t Manning and Bray's Surrey, iii. 293. 

t Reports of Charity Commmioners, viii. 381. 

§ Burke gires for arms of Kennett, Lord Mayor, Quarterly, Or and gules, m 
chief a label of three points sable, each point charged with three bezants in pale; 
with crest. Out of a ducal coronet or, an arm embowed in armour ppr., the hand 
in gauntlet holding an esquke's helmet ppr.; but if assumed by Kennett, it was 
eyidently without authority, as these arms belong to the family of Coxhow, m the 
countyof Durham,andthereisnoregi8tration of arms to him in the College of Arms, 

O 2 
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His pageant is stated to have been far more gorgeous and 
splendid than any that preceded it for many years, but the 
pleasures of the civic feast on the day of his election were inarred 
by an alarming accident which occurred just after dinner. A 
board, covered with variegated lamps^ hanging over his head, 
became detached, and fell with a heavy crash. The Lady 
Mayoress escaped with only a fright, but the Lord Mayor was 
much cut about the head by the broken glass, and the Duke of 
Clarence and several others were more or less injured in dress or 
person.* 

Arms: Ermine^ a fesae engrailed azure beticeen six annulets 
gulea,^ 



o o o 




Charles Farebrother, esquire, the 
celebrated auctioneer, of whom a portrait is 
preserved in the Court-fioom, was son of 
Charles Farebrother, and was admitted to 
the freedom of the Vintners' Company the 
2nd July, 1806, he was three times Master 
of the Vintners' Company, viz. in 1835, 
1852, and 1856. He was Alderman of 
the Ward of Lime Street, served the office 
of Sheriff in 1826, and was elected Lord Mayor in 1833. He 
died at his residence at Stockwell Common the 20th day of 
March, 1858, aged 75 years. 

Arms : Or, on a f esse between three crosses pattee in chief and 
a mullet in base gulesy as many bezants. Crest, a greyhound^s 
liead couped or.J 



* Gentleman's Magazine^ xcvn. ii. 457, 458. 

t These arms arc engraved on the plate presented by hira to the Vintners' 
Company in 1827, with the addition of this crest,— On a coronet a dragon*s head 
aznre, gorged with a collar charged with three annnlets or; and were registered 
to him in the College of Arms in 1832. 

X These arms are assigned to him in Burke's At^niory; but no arms are 
registered to him in the College of Arms. 
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John Kinnerslet Hooper, esquire, 
of whom a portrait is also preserved in the 
Court-Room, was the son of Kichard 
Hooper, and admitted to the freedom of 
the Vintners' Company the 2nd October, 
1822. He was Master of the Company 
in 1849. He carried on the business of a 
foreign wine merchant, in which his father 
and grandfather had preceded him; and 
was successively chosen, first Common Councilman, then Deputy, 
and finally Alderman of his Ward of Queenhithe, where he con- 
tinued to reside for many years. He served the oflScc of Sheriff 
in 1842, and was elected Lord Mayor in 1847. 

Arms.* 





Sir Thomas White, Knight Bachelor, son of Thomas 
White, Esquire, of Woodford, was admitted to the freedom of 
the Vintners' Company the 13th July, 1876, D.L. for London 

* No arms are registered to him; but he appears, from the arms on his shield 
hanging in the Hall of the Company, to have borne — Gyronny of eight ermine 
and aznre, a castle or. 
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and J.P. for the counties of Middlesex and Essex. He was 
elected Alderman of the Ward of Portsoken in 1871, was Sheriff 
of London and Middlesex 1872-3, and received the honour of 
knighthood the same year on the occasion of the visit of the 
Shah of Persia to the City of London during his year of office, 
and was Lord Mayor of London in 1876-7. He was Honorary 
Colonel of the 3rd Essex Artillery Volunteers, 1869-74, one 
of Her Majesty's Lieutenants of the City of London, and a 
governor of Christ's Hospital. 

Sir Thomas was bom in 1820, and married, first, Mary, the 
daughter of the late Mr. Benjamin Webb, of Woodford, which 
lady died in 1874. Sir Thomas married, secondly, on the 13th 
August, 1878, Florence Susan, youngest daughter of the late 
Henry Simpson of London. He died the 8th March, 1883. 

Arms:* 




Sib Francis Wtatt Truscott, Knight Bachelor, D.L. 
for London, and J.P. for Middlesex, Westminster, Surrey, and 

♦ The arms are those borne by Sir Thomas during his mayoralty, but they 
are not registered at the College of Arms. 
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Cornwall, This gentleman was admitted to the freedom of the 
Vintners' Company the 13th March, 1873. He was Master of 
the Company in 1879-80, and had the honour as Master of 
receiving His Royal Highness Prince Leopold, and presiding at 
a special Court of Assistants, held the 6th November 1880, for 
the admission of His Royal Highness to the freedom, livery, and 
honorary membership of the Court of Assistants. (See p. 71.) 
He was educated at King's College, London. In 1871 he was 
elected Alderman of the Ward of Dowgate, was Sheriff of London 
and Middlesex in 1871-2, and in 1872 he received the honour 
of knighthood on the occasion of the National Thanksgiving at 
St. Paul's Cathedral the 27th of February. He was Lord Mayor 
of London in 1879-80, and the same time was Master of the 
Company. 

He has also occupied several important offices in the Cor- 
poration of London, including that of Deputy-Governor of the 
Irish Society, and Governor of the Queen Anne's Bounty. He 
is a Commissioner of the Lieutenancy for London. In 1863 he 
was Chairman of the Royal Entertainment Committee to receive 
their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales at a 
ball given at the Guildhall. 

Sir Francis is the eldest son of the late James Truscott, Esq. 
of Norwood, in the county of Surrey, by his wife Louisa, 
daughter of John Wyatt, Esq. of Truro, in the county of Corn- 
wall. He was bom the 23rd November, 1824, and married in 
1847 Eliza, the youngest daughter of James Freeman, Esq. of 
Tumham Green, Middlesex. 

This gentleman is the last member of the Vintners' Company 
who has attained the elevated position of chief magistrate of the 
City of London. He is well known for his general usefulness and 
assiduity in attention to the wants and requirements of his fellow- 
citizens, and it may not be out of place to quote the words used 
by His Royal Highness Prince Leopold, when proposing his 
health at the banquet at Vintners' Hall on the 6th of November, 
1880 : ** May it be long before Sir Francis Truscott requires any 
epitaph." 
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Benjamin Kenton. Although not an Alderman or Lord 
Mayor of London, this gentleman may be justly esteemed an 
eminent member of the Company, His name will be found 
amongst the benefactors to Christ's Hospital and other important 
charities of London.* His career in life was so remarkable that 
it IS thought that some account of him will be interesting and 
acceptable to many, more particularly to those associated with 
the charitable institutions to which he was an early friend, and 
many of which have since risen to considerable importance. 

Ben Kenton, by which name he was familiarly known, was of 
humble origin, and was born in the parish of Whitechapel, where 
his mother kept a small greengrocer's shop, near the Bell Foundry, 
at the comer of Fieldgate Street.f He received his education in 
the charity school of the parish, where he continued until the 
fifteenth year of his age, when he was apprenticed to Mr. Anthony 
Wall, who kept the Angel and Crown in Goulston Street, White- 
chapel. J He served his term with great credit to himself and 
advantage to his master, who at the expiration made him a hand- 
some present. He afterwards became waiter and drawer at the 
Crown and Magpie,§ in Aldgate High Street, which was then 
much frequented by captains whose vessels were lying in the 
river Thames, and who, finding London porter very popular, 
were anxious to introduce it to the ports to which they traded . 
Kenton's master is said to have been among the first who were 

* Kenton Street on the Foundling estate, Kenton Road, on Sir John Cass's 
School estate, at Hackney, and Kenton Ward, St Bartholomew's Hospital, are 
named after him. 

t It is singular that the orthography of Mr. Kenton's name is at yariance 
with the entry in the register of the parish wherein he was horn, as appears from 
the following extract taken from the record belonging to the parish of St. Mary, 
Whitechapel: "Baptisings in November, Ann. Dom. 1719, 22nd, Benjamin 
Kentin, son of Benjamin and Mary, by y« Field Gate." 

X There is an entry in the register of the Whitechapel parish school for boys: 
'^ 1726. Benjamin Kentin, son of Benjamin and Mary. Taken out of the 
school and bonnd apprentice April Srd, 1734, to Mr. Anthony Wall, citizen and 
▼intner, for seven years ; snm given, £3. 0. 0." 

§ This tavern was recently pulled down, and formed the site of Crown Place, 
Aldgate. When the sign was removed, the Crown, which was of stone, crumbled 
to pieces, whilst the Magpie, which was carved out of pear-tree wood, was found 
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in possession of the secret* of bottling beer for exportation to 
warm climates, and tbe Crown and Magpie Beer soon became 
famous all over tlie West Indies, and other parts of the world, 
and a large trade was being carried on when the proprietor 
thought fit to change the style to the Crown Beer. Attached to 
the Crown, he allowed that to remain, but not having the same 
respect for the Magpie, he let that fly where it would. No 
sooner had he done so, than the consumers began to fancy that 
it was not the same beer, and the trade fell off accordingly. Just 
at this time the proprietor (Kenton's master) died^ and the business 
had to be disposed of. Many of the frequenters of the tavern 
who had watched Kenton's progress^ and knew his excellent 
character, punctuality, and business-like habits, at once proposed 
that he should take it, and offered him the means for so doing.f 
He at once accepted their kind offer, and among, his first acts 
was that of replacing the Magpie in its original position on the 
brand; the effect of which was to restore the good opinion it had 
originally enjoyed, and the trade revived and increased rapidly. 
So much so that the premises at Aldgate became unequal to it, 
and Mr. Kenton gave up the tavern and removed, in 1765, to 
more commodious premises which he built in theMinories, where 
he carried on an extensive wine trade in addition to that of 

to be perfect, and is now in the possession of his snecessors, Messrs. Standring, 
at 152, Minories. 

* The process, which has long ceased to be a secret, consists in allowing the 
beer to remain uncorked for a certain time, yarying from twelve to twenty-fonr 
honrs, according to its destination and length of voyage, by which it becomes 
flattened, when it is corked and wired ; and after the voyage, and a short time 
in the warm climate, it becomes ripe and is fit for consumption. If the flattening 
process were not adopted the beer wonld become too ripe and burst the bottles. 

f The following characteristic anecdote of his method in small matters is told 
of him in his old neighbourhood. It being part of his duty to snuff the tallow 
candles in the coffee-room, club-room, and other rooms in which he waited at 
the tavern, the visitors would often say that there was no occasion to ring the 
bell when their glasses wanted replenishing, as Kenton would soon be in, as 
their candles required to be snuffed. After which he would soon make his 
appearance, which gave rise to the question how he could possibly know (not 
being in the room); to which he is said to have replied f '^ You see, gentlemen, 
I first snuff my own candle in the bar, and then I at once proceed to snuff those 
in the other rooms on which I wait. They all bum the same pace." 

P 
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bottled beer.* His removal to the Minories introduced Um to 
the acquaintance of that very excellent man, the late Mr. Harley, 
then Alderman of Portsoken Ward, in which Mr. Kenton resided- 
To the interests of this gentleman he was always attentive, who, 
in return, became his firm friend. The consequence of this mer- 
cantile connection was, that Mr. Kenton participated largely in 
many , of the loajis, contracts, and other pecuniary advantages 
that were then afloat; and, prospering in all his undertakings, 
soon became one of the wealthiest men in London. It was justly 
obficrved in a periodical of the day— ** Upon what minute and 
seemingly inconsiderable circumstances does very frequently 
depend our success. The realising more than a quarter of a 
million of money may, in this instance, be said to have originated 
in the snuffing of candles, and replacing the figure of a magpie 
on a sign-post I Yet, after all, these are only proofs of a natural 
acuteness of intellect, which, combined with perseverance and 
probity, could hardly fail of leading to a prosperous result.'' t 

Mr. Kenton's courteous manners and address, it was observed, 
contributed perhaps in a greater degree to attract the esteem of 
his friends, than either the goodness of his heart or the equanimity 
of his temper. Those acquirements were not only highly gratify- 
ing to all who were acquainted with him, but certainly very 
extraordinary when we consider his position in the early part of 
his life. Of him we may truly say that he did not live merely to 

* The monogram in the fanlight oTer the front door of his honse has heen 
preserved by his snccessors intact He was succeeded in the business at 152, 
Hinories, in 

1785 by Messrs. Watts & Whalley. 
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1840 


19 


Aislabie, Standring, 8t Standring. 
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1848 


99 


Benj« Standring & Sons. 
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John Standring & Son. 



t Th^ European Magazine, Nov. 1808. 
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or for liimself. There was not a public charity in London of an/ 
importance or any utility to which he was not a contributor or an 
active member. He was for some years a governor of the 
Foundling, and took great interest in its proceedings; and it will 
be seen that among his bequests he left £1,500 to the funds of 
that excellent institution. 

He was an active trustee of the school in his Ward, founded 
by Sir John Cass, in 1710, and bequeathed to it £2,000, which, 
being invested when the funds were very low, produced £2,925 
Consols. Nor did he forget the Whitechapel school, in which 
he was brought up, as he left £500 to its funds. 

He was enrolled a member of the Vintners' Company the 3rd 
of April, 1734; made a freeman in 1743, a liveryman of London 
in 1749, and elected on the court of that Company in 1768. 
He served the office of Master in 1776, and at his death, in 
1800, was the father or eldest member of the Company, He 
took an active part in the management of its affairs, and attended 
a court within a month of his death. He bequeathed to its funds 
£4,250 for general purposes and rebuilding the almshouses at 
Mile End. His worthy successor and residuary legatee, Mr. 
David Pike Watts, on paying the benefaction, took upon himself 
to make good the amount of the stamp duties (£255), and when 
the building of the almshouses and chapel was completed, and it 
appeared (as is often the case in similar instances) had exceeded 
the estimate, he supplied the deficiency out of his own pocket to 
a considerable extent. An annual dinner is given at Vintners' 
Hall (said to be the best in the year) after a sermon preached in 
Stepney Church in commemoration of his memory. There is an 
excellent likeness of him in the Court-room, which was presented 
to the Company by Mr. David Pike Watts.* 

Mr. Kenton was a tall, good-looking man, and had a most 
benevolent expression of countenance. He had one son, who 
was an eminent druggist in Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, where ho 
acquired a considerable fortune, which, at his decease, principally 
devolved on his father, who survived him. 

♦ This was engraved and published in The European Magazincy with a short 
account of his life. 

p2 
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; Little has Been handed down of Mr. Kenton's domestic life, 
beyond the following, which will be read with interest : 

** Mr. Kenton had an only daughter, to whom . he was fondly 
attached ; she fixed her affections on a young gentleman who had 
been from his youth in her father's employment as clerk. The 
old gentleman, however, disapproved of the connection, and the 
lovers preferred submission to the will of one whom they both 
revered to an alliance without his sanction. The result was of 
serious consequence to the father as well as the daughter, for it 
impaired her health, and, by a gradual decline, she sank in sorrow 
to the grave. The conduct of Mr. David Pike Watts (the clerk) 
upon that melancholy occasion, and a more intimate acquaintance 
with his subsequent character, so endeared him to his patron, 
that unavailing regi*et accompanied the rest of Mr. Kenton's 
davs, and he left to Mr. Watts the whole of the residue of his 
propertj'- (amounting to nearly three hundred thousand pounds) 
not bequeathed to charitable purposes."* 

He died at his house in Gower Street, on the 25th of May, 
IcOO, in the eighty-second year of his age, leaving no immediate 
descendant but one grandson, who was but little in his favour, 
and to whom he bequeathed only £800 per annum. He was 
buried in the chancel of Stepney Church, where a beautiful monu- 
ment is erected to his memory, the work of Westmacott; it 
represents the good Samaritan in the act of taking leave of his 
host, and commending the wounded traveller to his care ; on a 
cornice above are the arms of Kenton between those of the City 
of London and of the Vintners' Company.f 

♦ Ex Percy Anecdotes* 

t The indcription is as follows : 

Benjamin Kenton, Esq. 
Died 25th May, 1800 ; aged 82 years. 

Raised to great AfflueDce by Ability, Diligence, Probity, he presented a con- 
spicnons example of commercial Prosperity. To several of the Hospitals, and 
other Institutions for the Relief of the Poor, he was ardently attached and actively 
attentive ; nor did he relax his solicitude for these salntary Designs when he 
resigned the Cares of Commerce and retired into tranqnil Life, bnt personally 
patronised and constantly contributed to them. In his last Will he bequeathed to 
his Friends liberally, and to the Friendless largely ; he desired to be buried in the 
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He died possessed of about three hundred thousand pounds, 
principally invested in the public funds. By his will^ dated 20th 
October, 1794, he bequeathed to the Vintner's Company £4,250, 
To various charities, schools, Ac, • £60,500. To various friends, 
legacies amounting to £36,000. And the residue to Mr. David 
Pike Watts. This gentleman was a fit successor to the business 
and property of Mr. Kenton, as he became amongst the foremost 
of the liberal supporters of those public institutions which reflect 
so much honour on the metropolis, and was the friend of 
literature and learned men. He died at his house in Portland 
Place, on the 29th July, 1816, in. the sixty-third year of his 
age. There is a very elaborate and beautiful monument in the 
picturesque little church at Dam, near Ashbourne, the work of 
Sir Francis Chantrey, which was erected to his memory by his 
daughter, Mrs. Watts Russell. 

chancel of this cbarch, near the remains of his late Wife and Children, whom 
he long survived. " Blessed be the man that provideth for the sick and needy." 
— Psalm xli. v. 1. 

• The following are among the chief : 
To Hetherington's Charity for the Blind ... < 

„ Christ's Hospital 

„ St. Bartholomew's Hospital 

„ Bridewell and Bethlehem Hospital 

„ The Philanthropic Society 

„ The Asylum in St. George's Fields 

„ Sir John Cass*s Charity School, Aldgate 

,, The Lying-in Hospital 

„ The Marine Society ... 

.,, The, London Hospital 

„ The Foandling Hospital 

„ The Magdalen Hospital 

„ The Middlesex Hospital 

,, The Small-pox Hospital 

f, St. Lnke's Hospital for Lunatics 

,, The Samaritan Fnnd, London Hospital 

„ The Charity School, St. Giles-in-the-Fields 

„ The Charity School, St. Catherine Cree 

„ The Charity School, St. Mary, Whitechapel 

„ The Charity School in East Smithfield 

„ The Charity School in Stepney 

„ The Charity for the Relief of Poor Clergymen's Widows 

„ The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 

„ The Clergy Orphan School, Lisson Grove 
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Almshouses. 

Guy Shuldham devised certain lands and tenements, with the 
appurtenances, in the parishes of St. Martin Vintry and St. 
James, Ghirlick Hythe, to the Company, upon condition that 
they should maintain the Great Hall and other buildings therein 
mentioned to the proper use of the Company, and directed they 
should grant the thirteen little mansions lying together, parcel 
of the said lands and tenements ordained by him for the dwelling 
of poor people, to thirteen poor and needy men or women of the 
said craft, to be appointed by the master and wardens for the 
time being; and if thirteen poor people of the said craft might 
not be found, that then the master and wardens might admit 
other poor and needy men or women, of good fame and honest 
condition, to dwell in such of the said mansions as might become 
void, till thirteen poor people of the said craft might be found 
to dwell therein : and that the said master and wardens should 
take nothing from the said poor people for the rent of the said 
dwellings. And he also directed, that the master and wardens 
should, as often as to them should seem meet, set and let to farm 
all the residue of the said lands and tenements in the best manner 
they could, and should out of the issues and profits pay to every 
one of the thirteen poor people who should dwell in the said 
thirteen mansions, every year 48. Ad, sterling, to wit, for every 
week one penny, to be paid at the end of the week ; and he gave 
power to the master and wardens to remove the said poor people 
from their dwellings, after thrice warning them, for misconduct; 
and he further directed, that the said master and wardens should, 
with the said issues and profits, as often as need should be, well 
and sufficiently build anew the said thirteen mansions, and the 
residue of the lands and tenements he assigned for the support of 
the payments therein mentioned. Other payments are directed 
by this will to be made for superstitious uses. 

The buildings first mentioned in this will are understood to 
form a part of the present site of Vintners' Hall which is situate 
in Thames Street, and in the parishes of St. Martin Vintry, and 
St. James, Garlick Hythe. 
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Previously to the great fire of London in 1666, the almhouses 
mentioned in the will were in the same situation. After that 
fire, by which all these building were consumed, the hall was 
-rebuilt on an enlarged scale^ and other houses were erected ad- 
joining to it, which were let by the Company, till they were 
pulled down for the purposes of widening the street and enlarg- 
ing the hall premises; and it appears to be impossible now to 
ascertain the precise extent of the property given by Mr. Shuld- 
ham. The almshouses were not rebuilt upon the same site, but 
others were erected by the Company in their stead, called the 
Vintners' Almshouses, on the north side of the Mile End Road, 
being twelve in number, with a chapel. 

The original almhouses appear to have been intended by Mr. 
Shuldham cither for men or women ; but they are now inhabited 
by women only. 
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The Ward* itself, from its antiquity, remarks Mr. Overall, 
abounds in interest, so called, says Stow,t " of Vintners and of 
the Vintrie, a part of the bank of the River of Thames, where 
the Merchants of Burdeaux craned their Wines out of Lighters, 
and other Vessells, and there landed and made sale of them 
within forty days after ;'^ but there is no doubt, that, prior 
to the days of the Bordeaux merchants, the locality was 
connected with the disembarkation of wine, for it is more than 
probable that both the vine and the trade of the vintner 
were introduced by the Romans into Britain. In the writings 
of Caesar and Pliny we have various particulars as to the native 
products of this country, and the trade of its inhabitants, but no 
reference is made by either author to the vine as among its 
cultivated plants. At what period it was first introduced is 
uncertain, but possibly about the time of the rescinding by 
Probus of the edict of Domitian restricting the growth of vines 
throughout his empire. J Of the former it is related : — 

" Multa etiam in communi rerum usu novavit, &c. Ad sirmmam 
quondam ubertatem vini, frumenti vero inopiam, existimaus nimio 
vinearum studio negligi arva, edixit, ne quis in Italia novellaret, utque 
in provinciis vineta succederentur, relicta, ubi plurimum, dimidia 
parte : nee exequi rem perseveravit." 

Domitian himself lived to see the uselessness of his enactment, and, 
according to Suetonius, he, from suspicious fears, withdrew the 
edict ordering the destruction of the vines. 

" Pater quoqne super coenam quondam fungis abstinentem palam 

♦ " This Ward beginneth in the East, at the West end of Downegate Ward, as 
the waterconrse of Walbrooke parteth them, to wit at Granthams lane, on the 
Thames side, and at Elbow lane on the Land side: it runneth along in Thames 
street, West, some three houses beyond the Old Swan, a Brewhouse on the 
Thames side, and on the Land side some three honses West, beyond S^ James at 
Garlickehithe." Strype's Stow vol. i. book 3. p. i. edition 1720. 

t Strype's Stow, vol. 1. book 3. p. i. edition 1720. 

t C. Snetonii Domitianns, c. 7. 
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irriseratjiit ignarum sortis sine, quod non ferrum potius timeret. Quare 
pavidus semper atque anxias, minimis etiam snspicionibns praeter 
modum commovebatur; nt edicti, de excidendis vineis propositi, 
gratiam facere non alia magis re compulsus credatur quam qnod spars! 
libelli com his versibns erant: 

"Ovvov lirt<nrt1frat Kaivapt 9v6fievu>,^* 

The Emperor Probus, in the 3rd century, according to Vopiscus, 
thus encourages the planting of vineyards: ^^Gallis omnibus, et 
Hispanis, ac Britannis hinc permisit ut vites haberent vinumque 
conficerent/^t Britain is here associated with Gaul and Spain. 
Its climate, compared with these other places, would be against 
successful cultivation; but the Romans were a people not deterred 
by obstacles, and they, with their government and laws, habits 
and customs of domestic life, would also introduce the vine to 
England, in common with the apple, pear, and other of our 
household fruits. The peach, now plentiful enough, was once 
deemed too tender for even Italian skies. The apricot became 
diffused over the western world by Roman influence, and the 
cherry, J also, unknown in Italy previous to the victories of 
LucuUuSy was in the days of Pliny § successfully grown in 
Britain. 

Beyond such presumptive evidence but little is known, for 
from the Roman occupation to the first written document con- 
cerning the vine in England there is a wide interval. B^de, 
writing in the eighth century, mentions its cultivation : || 

" Opima frugibus atque arboribus insula, et alendis apta peooribns 

* C. SnetoDii Domitianxis, c. 14. 

t Vopiscus, Probns, c. 18. 

X From information famished at one of the meetings of the Society of Anti- 
quaries by Octavios Morgan, V.P. &c. and James Thompson, F.S.A. we learn 
that near Leicester a Roman Villa existed at a spot known as the Cherry 
Oroluird^ and that in grubbing up one of the fruit trees tessellated pavements 
were discoyered in 1782. Mr. Thompson conjectures that the site has been 
continuously occupied by a succession of villas or suburban residences since the 
Roman settlement, and consequently the cherry may have grown there throughout 
the whole of the intervening period. See Proc, Soc. Antiq, Land. vol. iv. No. 4. 

§ Pliny, book xv. c. 30. 

n JSeda Historia Ecclesiastica GentU Anglorum, liber 1. 

Q 
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ac jnmentis; yineas etiam quibnsdam in locis germinans; sed at aTinm 
ferax terrd mariqne generis diversi." 

At the time of the Norman Conquest vineyards are known to 
have existed in the South of England; and Domesday* furnishes, 
says Sir Henry Ellis, no less than thirty-eight entries of vineyards 
in the several counties, which were usually measured by the 
<irpent8^ or arpenna. At Bistesham in Berkshire, on the land of 
Henry de Ferrieres, "xii arpendi vineae" are entered. At 
Wilcote in Wiltshire, " -Sxxlesia nova et domus optima et vinea 
"bona/* At Holebume in Middlesex, it is said, " Will's Camerarius 
reddit vicecomiti regis per annum vi solidos pro terra ubi sedet 
vinea sua." In the village of Westminster, at Chenetone, and 
in the hundred of Ossulston in Middlesex, *' Bainiard holds land, 
&c. in Drayton, and four arpents of vineyards newly planted.*' t 
And at Ware in Hertfordshire, vineyards recently planted occur, 
Ac. It has been considered by some writers on the subject J that 
the word vinetB in old records signifies orchards, but Sir Henry Ellis 
quotes a passage from William of Malmesbury affording a decisive 
proof, if any were wanting, of the difference between the vineyard 
and the orchard being at any rate well known in Norman times. 
The Chronicler is describing Gloucestershire : § 

" Terra omnis frugum opima, fructuum ferax hie et sola natnrse 
gratia, illis culturse solertia, ut quamvis taediosum per socordiam, pro- 
vocet ad laboris illecebram, ubi centuplicate foenore responsura sit 
copia. Cemas tramites publicos vestitos pomtferis arhoribus noa insitiva 
manus industria sed ipsius solius humi natura." ...,.,," Regie 
plusquam alise Anglicae provinciiB vinearum frequentid denaior^ praventu 
vberior, sapore jucundtor. Vina enim ipsa bihentium ora iristi non 
torquent acredine quippe parum deheat Oallicis dulcedine" ...... 

" Nulla ibi vel exigua terreB portio vacat: hie in pomiferas arbores 
tena se subigit; hie prcetexiiur ager vineis, quce vel per terram repurU 
vel per bajulos pahs in celsum surgunC* 

In addition to this, Mr. Charles Roach Smith, F.S.A. in a valu- 

• Sir Henry Ellis's Introduction to Domesdaj, vol. i. 

t Domesday Book, toI. i. p. 128. 

X Arohaologia, vols. i. and iii. 

§ Be Oettii JPontifcum, liber iv. 7. 
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able paper on the Archaeology of Horticulture^ gives an instance 
existing among the accounts of the abbey of St. Augustine at 
Canterbury, the writing of which is said to be as old as the reign 
of Edward III., in which occur the following entries with 
respect to vineyards: — 

EXPENSE IN VINEI8.* 

lidem compntant de stipendio vineatoris de Norhome, 

per annum lij s. 

Et solut' fodientibus in eisdem, per totum annum, xliij s. j d. 

Et in scalet' emptis pro eisdem, cum cariagio, . xxxiij s. xj d. 

Et in vanges, howes, et aliis utensilibus pro eisdem, . y s. ij d. 

Et in stipendio et vadiis vineatoris de Chist', per annum lij s. 

Et solut' fodientibus in eisdem, cum xv carectatis de 
scalet* emptis pro eisdem .... xix s. vj d. 

Summa x li. vs. viij d. 

And Mr. Smith shows that the entries must refer to vines, as the 
word acaleitis signifies little ladders or trellises, and not mere 
stakes as for non-climbing plants. 

The counties of Worcester, Lincoln, Hereford, and Sussex 
can still point to the ancient sites of the vineyards. 

In 1289, Thomas de Cantilupe,t Bishop of Hereford, planted 
or renewed the vineyard which Bishop Swinfield then had at 
Ledbury, and it pelded seven pipes of white wine and nearly one 
of verjuice in the autumn, valued at 8/.; and Bishop Skip in 
1539 had also a vineyard in the same parish. 

In 1314 *' Hugh Bishop of Lincoln fined to the Crown in 
50 marks, that in what part soever of the year the said bishop 
or any of his successors should die, he and his successors, not- 
withstanding any usage to the contrary, might have all their 
moveable goods, and all the product as well of their land 
sowed before their death as also of their vineyards and wine- 
presses."} 

* Collectanea Antigua, toI. vi. p. 78. 

t The Roll of the Bousehold Bxpenset of Richard de Swinfield^ published bj 
the Camden Society. 
X Madox's Hutory of the Exchequer, p. 289. 

Q2 
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Extensive vineyards were the property of the abbot and monks 
at Battle in Sussex,* and in 1565 the receipt of moneys from 
the wyneyarde of the rectory of Hawkhurst occurs as an item. 
Almost every large convent at this period possessed vineyards. 
The Bishop of Rochester's at Rochester was very extensive, and 
produced, Somner states, great quantities of grapes, of which 
were made excellent wines; and die Benedictine monks of the 
priory of St, Andrew, in the same city, had ^Iso within their 
inclosure a large plantation of vines, which is called to thb day 
''The Vineafieldr 

The country around Arundel was formerly covered with vine- 
yards from which wine was made, and it is said that in 1763 
there were sixty pipes of excellent wine resembling Burgundy in 
the cellar of the eastle^ the produce of one vinery attached to it. 

In records relating to London itself various entries are to be 
found concerning vineyards. In the will f of John de Kyrkeby, J 
Bishop of Ely, enrolled 1 290, we find mention of the houses in 
Holborn, in the suburbs of London, with the vineyards, gardens, 
&c. *' Omnesdomos suas de Holeburney in suburbia London,, cum 
vineis, gardiniis/^ &c. This will was challenged by Sir William 
de Kirkeby, the heir-at-law, on the ground that the vineyards 
were without the liberties of the city. In the will of William 
de Luda, § his successor, who died in 1 298, are mentioned the same 
houses in Holborn, with their vineyards and crofts,|| ^^Domus 
meas de Holebumey in suburbia London.^ sine vineis et croftis,^^ 
which are not within the liberty of the city, but are of the county. 

Vineyards and wine-wharfe both occur in connection with the 
parish of St. Martin's Vintry. 

In 1330, Adam de SarumT left several tenements, abrcwhouse, 

* Sussex Archaological Collections j toI. xvii, f Hustings Roll, No. 19. 

% Ejrkeby had held the office of Treasnrer to the King, and was Dean of the 
collegiate chnrch of St. Martin's-le-Grand; in the former capacity he snmmoned 
before him in 1285 Gregory de Bokesley, Mayor of London, to render an account 
how the peace of the city had been kept, bnt he refused to go, and the King 
suspended the office of Mayor for 12 y^ars, and appointed a Gustos. 

§ He was also Archdeacon of Durham, Treasurer of the King's household. 
Keeper of his Wardrobe, and was raised to the Bishopric of Ely in 1290. 

II Hustings Roll, No. 27. ^ Ibid. No. 58. 
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&c., in St. Mary Bothaw^ and at the wino wharf, St. Martin's 
Vintrjr, — " super le Wyn wharfs in parochia Sancti Martini de 
Vinetra^ London.^** 

In the will of Robert de Barsham, enrolled in the Hustings 
Court 1332, many bequests are made of property situated in 
different parishes, among which arc mentioned gardens, cellars, 
wharfs, &c. but in the parish of St. Martin in the Vintry special 
notice is taken of vineyards which he left to his son, "-4c 
domibusj vineis^ redditibusy in parochia Sancti Martini Vinetra^ 
Londxmr 

Other instances might be quoted, but whatever opinion we arrive 
at as to localities, and the extent and nature of the cultivation of 
the vine in this country or city, it is certain that the trade of the 
vintner must have been extensive both in Roman and later times. 
Especially would this be the case in the great commercial city of 
Londinium. The Romans, accustomed to the luxury of wine 
abroad, could not have dispensed with it here, and would doubtless 
soon initiate the provincials in its use. Its importation from Spain 
and Gaul must have been on a large scale, and the tenacity with 
which any particular craft or custom will linger in certain localities 
is proverbial. It is possible therefore that the two hithes or havens 
now called Garlick and Queen Hithe may be near, or occupy the 
site of, the ancient landing-places, for the locality abounds in 
Roman remains. Fragments of pavements, foundation tiles, and 
other relics of extensive buildings, have been observed opposite 
Vintners' Hall, and in its neighbourhood, all testifying to the 
importance of the site in the area once covered by Roman London, 
[t is this place, and this place only, that is mentioned in the early 
manuscripts as the spot where wine-ships were permitted to land 
their cargoes. According to Madox, some regulations were made 
by Ethelred II. about the year a.d. 1000 for the protection of 
foreign traders who visited this country; and in 1237 a conven- 
tion was entered into between the citizens of London and the 
merchants of Amiens and Picardy for the better carrying on of 
this trade. These regulations were renewed in the early days of 
the Plantagenets, if not at a more remote period. A wine fleet f 

• HustiDgs Roll, No. 60. t l^ibtr Custumarnm, fols. 61, 63. 
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with the produce of the banks of the Moselle was in the habit 
of visiting this country every year,* which, according to the 
regulations of the Port of London, " had to be moored off the 
Queenhithe or Garlickhithe, where they had to remain two ebbs 
and a flood tide, during which period they were not permitted 
to sell any part of their cargo, it being the duty of one of the 
Sheriffs and the King's Chamberlain to board each vessel in the 
meantime, and to select for the royal use such articles as they 
might think proper, the price thereof being duly assessed by 
lawful merchants of London; they were then allowed to lie 
alongside the wharfs and to dispose of the tuns of wines, under 
certain regulations, to such merchants as presented themselves as 
customers." Richard Refham and John Gysor were appointed 
by the King as assessors of wines. They were the princely mer- 
chants of that day, and afterwards served the office of Lord 
Mayor in 1310 and 1311. 

The Constables and Lieutenants of the Tower of London 
appear to have enjoyed a custom in connection with the impor- 
tation of wine into the Port of London very characteristic of the 
good old times, and which Mr. Nichols in his paper on the 
Lieutenants of the Towers printed in the Transactions of the 
London and Middlesex Archslogical Society f says '^ reminds us 
of the tolls exacted by fortresses on the Rhine and other conti- 
nental rivers." 

The custom referred to was that the Lieutenant should have 
the power of tasting a cup from every cargo of wine that entered 
the Port of London. 

Mr. Nichols further says: " This is mentioned as a custom in 
the document of the 4th of Richard II. % which states among 
the fees of the Constables: 

" Item, the said Constable shall have for every galley that oometli 
two roundletts of wyne,'* &c. 

<' Item. The said Constable shall have of every shippe that cometb 

* The first yineyards on the Moselle and the Rhine were planted by thc- 
Kmperor Probns, A.D. 281. 
t Vol. 1. pp. 237, 238. 
X Table of fees of the officcra of the Tower, 4 Richard II. 
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vrith wynes two bottels, either of them conteyning a gallon, one 
before th'other after the maste.** 

And again, of the Lieutenant: 

" Item. The said Lieutenant shall have of every galley that cometh, 
a roundlett of wyne," ** and the said Lieutenant in the absence of the 
Constaple shall have of everie ship that cometh with wyne, two 
bottles, either of them conteyning a gallon, one before, and the other 
after the maste." 

Mr. Nichols further remarks. " In another document of the 
same kind, the word flagon is used instead of roundlet or bottle, 
xind latterly, in the time of James the First, we read of bombards, 
which were leathern vessels, as were the bottles." 

This custom is mentioned by Taylor the Water Poet. In his 
Farewell to the Tower Bottles. 

From 1272 to 1300 thb ward was called the ward of Henry de 
Coventry. And we find that in 1276,* September 14, "being on 
the Sunday next before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, the 
Chamberlain and Sheriffs were given to understand that one 
Adam Schot, a servant of Ponce de More, was lying dead in the 
house of the said Ponce in the ward of Henry de Coventrey in 
the parish of St. James Garlecheythe; on hearing which they went 
there, and calling together the men of the ward, diligent inquisi- 
tion was made how this happened, when it appeared, that, trying 
to climb a pear-tree in the garden of one Lawrence, in the parish 
of St. Michael Paternosterchirche, the branch upon which he 
was standing broke, and he fell to the ground." 

The Wards in the city were formerly called after the name of 
their Aldermen, as the following extract shows :t 

'^ Aldermannus qnoqne modemis a nomine Ward® cui praesidet 
dicitur, ut Aldermannus Chepe, Aldermannus Pontis, Aldermannus 
Quenehithe. Antiquitus tamen, e converso, warda vocabatur a nomine 
sui Aldermanni, et warda de Candelwyke Strete dicebatur Warda 
Thomae de Basyng, &c. Sic etiam warda Vinetriae dicta fuit Warda 
Henrici de Covyntre." 

• Letter Book B. fol. 3. 

-f Liber Albus, fol. 8 b. Letter Book E. 
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In 1320, John Gysores * being Alderman, the Ward of Vintry 
was assessed at the then large sum of 94/. 10^. 6t/., which shows 
its wealth and importance at that time. 

In 1369, a collection of fifteenths was granted by the City 
for assisting Edward the Third in his French wars, and this 
ward was assessed at 180L Thomas Cornwaleys, Gilbert Benet, 
Thomas Lincoln, and John Norfolk, being appointed collectors. 

In 1272 the following upright men of this Ward were returned 
as representatives to the Municipal Council of the City to advise 
with the Mayor touching the affairs of the City in ^^Warda 
Vinetriait Johannes de GisorS, Aid., et Henricus de Hersted et 
Johannes dictus dementis;" and 

In 1347,t " VinetrisB, Henry Fannere, John Cressingham, 
Walter Benet, Henry Palmere, and Thomas Shamebroke." 

* In 1350, 24 £dw. III. John Gysors left, besides qnit-rents, lands, gardens, 
and keys (wine qnays), in the parish of St. Martin Yintij, a tenement and 
premises called Gjsors Halle, in the parish of St. Mildred the Virgin in Bread 
Street (Gerrard's Hall), the crypt of which was bnilt for stowing his wines. — 
Will enrolled in the Hastings Court, No. 78. 

t Liber A. fol. 116. f Liber F. fol. 136. 
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MASTERS OF THE VINTNERS' COMPANY. 



Of the early ]\Iaster8 of the Company the only names I have 
been able to recover are the following : 

John Micole ... ... temp. Henry IV. 



JohnKirkeby 1610— 13.* 

John Scrace ... ... 161.3 — 16. 

James Spencer t". ... 1616 — 19. 

Robert Scras (or Scrase) ... 1519 — 22. 



Alesahdnr Karlelle | 



1661. 



From 1561 to 1607 no record exists from which the names of 
the several Masters during that period can be recovered. The 
following List of Masters and their year of office is obtained 
from the several Court Books of the Company : 

Mr. Thomas Hutchinson ... 1627 
„ William Bonham having 1628 
died daring his year ol 
office, 
,, John Mnscott was elected 
to fill the office, bnt he 
also dying. 
„ George Needier was ap- 
pointed for the re- 
mainder of the term. 
,, George Robins ... 1629 

„ Richard Bridger ... 1630 

„ Henry Parkinson ... 1631 

„ Geoiie Etheridge ... 1632 
Captain John Mil ward ... 1633 
Mr. Richard Davis ... 1634 

„ William Bowyer ... 1635 

„ Robert Shawe ... 1636 

„ William Abell (Alderman) 1637 



Mr 


. Williamson 


1608 


ft 


Raphe Bay lye 
John Bowsar 


1609 


ft 


1610 


ft 


James Hodgson 
Anthony Whaplett 


1611 


ft 


1612 


tf 


George Needier 


1613 


yl 


Henry Wetherfield 


1614 


)> 


Brian Kinaston 


1616 


ft 


Edmond Dobleday 


1616 


t» 


John Edwards 


1617 


If 


Richard Sleigh 
William Bonham 


1618 


Jt 


1619 


»» 


Henry Jackson 


1620 


yt 


Richard Allanson 


1621 


ft 


Christopher Allanson .. 


1622 


Jl 


Christopher Woodward 


1623 


>• 


Henry Edmonds 


1624 


ft 


John Mnscott 


1625 


ft 


John Hide 


1626 



* At thi9 period the Masters appear to have held office for three yeaxB. 

t Afterwards knighted. 

X Appears to have died daring his year of office. 

R •!- 
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Mr. John Hart ... 1638 

,, Edward Kinaston ... 1639 

„ Stephen Parkinson ... 1640 

„ John Bind worth* ... 1641 

„ William Wyld ... 1642 

;, John Kirkes ... 1643 

„ Jacob Bonamy ... 1644 

„ George Gopsell ... 1645 

„ RaphKing ... 1646 

„ Nicholas Clegatt ... 1647 

„ Richard Lee ... 1648 

„ Robert Child ... 1649 

„ Marke Hildsley (Alderman) 1650 



f, William Hancocke 
,t Ck)rdell Hamond 
,1 George Griffith 
„ William Field 
„ Henry Croone 
y, Thomas Langton 
„ Henry Wollaston 
„ William Wormell 
The books for 1659 to 1668 
inclnsiye are missing 



1651 
1652 
1653* 
1654 
1655 
1656 
1657 
1658 
1659 
1660 
1661 
1662 
1663 
1664 
Sir Thomas Blood worth (Knight) 1665 

1666 
1667 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
1672 
1673 
1674 
1675 
1676 
1677 
1678 
1679 
1680 
1681 
1682 



Mr. Henry Chittie 

„ Thomas Alcock 

„ Thomas Bonson 

„ William Allen 

„ John Stint 

„ Edward Hnnt 

„ Samnell Wilson 

„ William Roberts 

„ Richard Taylor 

ff Daniel Rawlinson 

„ John Billings 

„ Daniel Niccoll 

„ John Kent 

„ Richard Wheedon 

(The books from 1683 to 1703 
inclnsive are missing, and 
the several names here 
recorded are from other 
sources.) 

Sir Samuel Dashwood 
(Imighted the same year) . 



Sir Thomas Rawlinson (Knight) 



1683 

1684 
1685 
1686 
1687 
1688 



Sir Thomas Rawlinson (Knight, 
Alderman) 

Sir Bartholomew Gracedien 

Mr. Gilbert Heathcote 
(afterwards Alderman and 
knighted) 



„ John Powel 

Captain John Cannon 
Mr. Thomas Cox 

„ Edward Cooke 

„ Robert Green 

„ John Knapp 

„ Thomas Palmer 

„ John Brown 

„ William Tew 

„ John Nash 

„ Joseph Lawrence (Alder- 
man) 
Sir Francis Dashwood 
Mr. Edward Hammond 

„ George Clarke 

„ Samuel Stanton 

„ Ri<ihard Collett 

„ John Tash 

„ Heniy Fisher 

„ William Waldron 

„ Thomas Preston 

„ John Taylor 

„ John Shepherd 

„ John Tindall 

„ John Thompson (Alder 
man) 
Captain Jeremiah Jones 
Mr. Preston (Alderman) 

,f Braund 

„ William Harris 

„ Henry Colhns 

„ Willis 

„ James Browne 

„ Hodsdon 

„ William King 

,. William Webb 

„ Adrian Estwick 

„ Roger Ubank 

„ Daniel Rawlinson 

„ Henry Woodcock 



1689 
1690 
1691 
1692 
1693 
1694 
1695 

1696 
1697 
1698 
1699 



1700 
1701 
1702 
1703 
1704 
1705 
1706 
1707 
1708 
1709 
1710 
1711 
1712 

1713 
1714 
1715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1719 
1720 
1721 
1722 
1723 
1724 
1725 

1726 
1727 
1728 
1729 
1730 
1731 
1732 
1733 
1734 
1736 
1736 
1737 
1738 
1739 
1740 



• Father of Sir Thomu Bloodworth. 
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Right Hon. Daniel Lambert 

(Lord Mayor) 
Mr. Samnell Cnrson 

„ John .Innocent 

„ Kichard Roycroft 

„ Nicholas Lambert 

,f Benjamin Allen 

„ William Comelins 

I, George Smith 

„ James Langston 

tf James Anderton 

y, Thomas Mnnday 

„ Joseph Crowcher 

„ Joseph Champion 

„ Thomas Overbnry 

., John Whitehead 

„ Castle Thorpe 

„ Thomas King 

„ Thomas Dyose 

„ Richard Rusbell 

„ Thomas Merrick 

„ George Harris 

„ William Barton 

„ Isaac Matthews 

„ Joseph Jones 

„ John SteTenson 

„ Roger Cole 

„ JohnTwyford 

„ Brackley Kennett 

„ William Hayne 

„ Thomas Wylde 

„ John Hay ward 

„ John Usborne 

„ William Smith 

„ William Scnllard 

„ Francis Todd 

„ Benjamin Kenton 

„ John Bates 

„ Thomas Borwick 

„ George Bell 

„ Philip Rowden 

„ John Loveday 

„ Thomas Vickers 

y, Georgb Kendall 

„ Richard King 

„ Thomas Walker 

„ Robert Mackreth 

„ William Greenly 

„ John Rose 

„ Thomas Holdsworth 

„ William Rock 

„ Josiah Lncas 

„ Thomas Wright 

„ Samael Bicknell 

„ John Thome 

„ Robert Conlson 

„ Thomas Bateman 

„ John Wright 

„ Thomas Walker 



1741 
1742 
1743 
1744 
1746 
1746 
1747 
1748 
1749 
1750 
1761 
1752 
1763 
1754 
1756 
1756 
1757 
1768 
1769 
1760 
1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1766 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 
1781 
1782 
1783 
1784 
1786 
1786 
1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 



Mr. Samuel Dnrham ... 1799 

„ Lawrence Laforest ... 1800 

„ John.Bleadon ... 1801 

„ Thomas Simpkin ... 1802 

„ William Pashley ... 1803 

„ Thomas Reynolds ... 1804 

„ Robert Rich ... 1805 

„ John Williams ... 1806 

„ George Wiltshire ... 1807 

„ James Wright ... 1808 

„ Robert Smith ... 1809 

„ John Leech ... 1810 

„ Robert Gray ... 1811 

„ William Chatfield ... 1812 

„ Charles Bartrum ... 1813 

„ Richard Frisby ... 1814 

„ William Hamson ... 1815 

„ William Marriott ... 1816 

„ Matthias Prime Lncas ... 1817 

„ Richard Jennins ... 1818 

„ John Farley ... 1819 

„ Charles Stntfield ... 1820 

„ lliomas Shelton ... 1821 

yy Alexander Harper ... 1822 

„ Isaac Hensley ... 1823 

„ Stephen Groombridge ... 1824 

„ Thomas Bennett ... 1«25 

„ William Laforest ... 1826 

„ Carf* John Halford ... 1827 

„ Christian Tack Tawke... 1828 

„ JohnCapel ... 1829 

„ John Heury Peacock ... 1830 

„ John Piatt ... 1831 

„ James Willis ... 1832 

„ Henry Bates Smith ... 1833 

„ JohnDriiikald ... 1834 

„ Charles Farebrother ... 1835 

„ Thomas Butler ... 1836 

„ William Willis ... 1837 

,, Matthias Prime Lacas 

(Alderman) ... 1838 

„ Thomas Wright ... 1839 

„ Gilpin Gorst ... 1840 

„ Thomas Bennett, Jnnr.... 1841 

„ Robert Gray, Junr. ... 1842 

„ Robert Hichens ... 1843 

,. Jaquier Lewis ... 1844 

„ Eugenius Fenning ... 1846 

„ Silvanus Phillips ... 1846 

„ John Jackson Cuff ... 1847 

„ John Tanner Kaye ... 1848 

„ John Kinnersley Hooper 

(Alderman) ... 1849 

„ Richard Valetine Hooper 1850 

,y Thomas Henshaw ... 1861 

„ Charles Farebrother 

(Alderman) ... 1852 

„ Elhanan Bicknell ... 1853 

„ William Garland ... 1864 
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MASTEBS OF THE VINTNEBS' COHPAKT. 



Ax 


f John Badley 


1855 


ft 


Charles Farebrother 






(Alderman) 


1866 


»i 


Edward Simon Stephenson 


1857 


n 


Engenins Fenning 


1858 


«> 


Joseph. Stubbs 


1869 


»i 


Henry Gardner 


1860 


» 


William Henry Hawkins 


1861 


ft 


William Hodgson 


1862 


ft 


Charles Webb 


]863 


ft 


Joseph Chater 


1864 


If 


William Stntfield 


1865 


>» 


Frederick Owen Dickens 


1866 


ft 


Samnel Ingall 


1867 


ft 


WiUiam Garland 


1868 


ft 


William Potter 


1869 


ft 


Henry Aste 


1870 


ft 


Richmond 


1871 


» 


James Gaby Breach ... 


1872 



Mr. Frederick Willis ... 1873 

„ Robert Bacon ... 1874 

I, George Daniels Naylor 1875 

„ Robert Gray ... 1876 

„ Henry Goodenongh Smith 1877 

„ Frederick Barron ... 1878 

„ John Alexander William 

Har|)er ... 1879 

Rt Hon. Sir Francis Wyatt 

Truscott (Lord Mayor) 1880 

Mr. Robert GiUman ... 1881 

„ Alfred Williams Bingley 1882 

„ Robert Gillman ... 1883 

„ Frederick Webb ... 1884 

„ Richard Berry ... 1885 

„ Benjamin Standring ... 1886 

„ Edward Norton Harper 1887 

„ William Watkins ... 1888 
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1888. 

Master. 
WILLIAM WATKINS, ESQ. 

Wardens, 

HENRY BUTLER, ESQ. Upper Warden. 

GEORGE RICHARDSON, ESQ. Renter Warden. 
HENRY WHITE, ESQ. Swan Warden. 

Court of Assistants. 

SAMUEL INGALL, ESQ. The Father. 

SIR FRANCIS WYATT TRUSCOTT, Alderman. 

FREDERICK BARRON, ESQ. 

ROBERT GILLMAN, ESQ. 

FREDERICK WEBB, ESQ. 

RICHARD BERRY, ESQ. 

BENJAAHN STANDRING, ESQ. 

EDWARD NORTON HARPER, ESQ. 

GEORGE BELLINGHAM, ESQ. 

JOHN STANDRING, ESQ. 

CHARLES HILL DEVEY, ESQ. 

CHARLES GASSIOT, ESQ. 

WILLIAM BELLINGHAM, ESQ. 

Clerk. 
CHARLES LOMAS, ESQ. 
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PICTURES PRESERVED IN THE COURT ROOM. 



On the North Wall.— Over the Fireplace. 
A FINE PAINTING OP ST. MARTIN DIVIDING HIS 
CLOAK. By Buhens. 

On the West Side of Fireplace. 
A FULL LENGTH PORTRAIT OP KING WILLIAM III. 

By KneUer. 

On the East Side of Fireplaca 
ANOTHER FULL LENGTH PORTRAIT OF MARY, THE 
QUEEN CONSORT OF WILLIAM III. 
By Kneller, 

On the Sonth Wall-— On the East Side of Entrance. 
A FINE THREE-QUARTER LENGTH PORTRAIT OP 
CHARLES II. By Riley, 

On the West Side. 
A THREE-QUARTER LENGTH PORTRAIT OP JAMES, 
DUKE OP MONMOUTH, THE NATURAL SON OP 
CHARLES II. By Wisdng. 

On the West Wall are the following Portraits of Members of the 

Company. 

SIR THOMAS RAWLINSON, MASTER OF THE COM PAN F 

IN 1687, AND AGAIN IN 1696. 
JOHN WRIGHT, ESQ., MASTER IN 1797. By Opie, B.A, 
BENJAMIN KENTON, ESQ., MASTER IN 1776. 
ALDERMAN LUCAS, MASTER IN 1817, AND AGAIN IN 

1838. By Simpson. 

JOHN HENRY PEACOCK, ESQ., MASTER IN 1830. 
ALDERMAN FAREBROTHER, MASTER IN 1835, 1862, 

AND AGAIN IN 1856. 
ALDERMAN HOOPER, MASTER IN 1849. 

At the Sonth-East comer of the Boom is a fine old Clocks by William 
Speakman of London, presented to the Company by John Cannon, 
Master in 1704. 
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Abell WiUiam, 121 

Abingdon, 34 

Abraham, William, 47 

Acton. Thomas, 47 

Adrian, John, 74; John, Mayor, 77 

Aislabie, foot note, 106 

Aix en Provence, Cathedral of, 67 

Albany, H.R.H. the Duchess of, 77, 

foot note, 109, High Street, 104 
Alcock, Thomas, 122 
Aldgate, St. Clare, in, 42 
Allanson, Christopher, 121 ; Richard, 

121 
Allen, Benj. 123 ; William, 122 
Almshouses, Vintners', 110 
Amherst, Lord, 99 
Anderson, Sir Edmund, 40 
Andert m, James, 123 
Angel and Crown Inn, 104 
Arms: Adrian, 77; Anderson, 40; 

Bloodworth, 59, 92; Buckle, 88; 

Burghley, 40; Conductu de, 78 ; 

Cooke, 62; Cox, 61; Dashwood, 61, 

93; Duncomb,62; Farebrother, 100; 

Heathcote, 62, 96; Hooper, 101; 

Husee, 68; Kay, 63; Lambert, 98; 

Lucas, 63, 100; More. 83; Oxenford 

de, 80; Philipot, 44; Popham, 40; 

Puckering, 40; Pycard, 82; Rawlin- 

fion,60,93; Royal Arms, 70; Spencer, 

86; Spencer, Chester, foot note, 86; 

Stodeye, 83; Straunge, 44; Sutton, 

42; Thompson, 97; Thomell, 62; 

Tru8cott,103; White, 101; Williams, 

61 
Aquitaine, 81 
Arundel, 116 
Ashbourne, 109 
Aste, Henry, 124 

Astebury, co. Chester, Church of, 85 
Aston, Robert, 43 
Aubrey, Andrew, Mayor, 6, 42 
Auger, Edward, 23 
Austyn, John, 13 
Aveland, Lord, 96 
Aylesbury, 34 

Richard, 83 

Aylmer, Mayor, 11 



Ba, Henry de, 2 

Bacon, Mr., 71 ; Sir Nicholas, 83 ; 
Robert, 124 

Bagshot, 31 

Baniard, 114 

Ballage, John, 34 

Bamme, John, 43 

Banaster, Nicholas, 19 

Banstead, co. Surrey, 75, 97, 98 

Barham, Rer. Mr., 76 

Barker, Robert, foot note, 6, 51 

Barnes, Sir George, Mayor, 17 

Bamet, 34 

Barron, Frederick, Esq., 69, 126; Mr., 
71, 124 

Barsham, Robert de, 1 17 

Barton, Henry, 44; William, 123 

Bartrum, Charles, 123 

Basjmg, Thomas de, 119 

Bate, Joan, 65; John, 65, 66; Mr., 25 

Bateman, Thomas, 123 

Bates, John, 123 

Battersea, 34 

Battle, CO. Sussex, 116 

Bavaria, the Duke of, 81 

Bay lye. Raphe, 121 

Beaufloure, Emma, 82; James, 82 

Bedford, 34 

Bedford, John, Duke of, 74, 83 

Beeston, John, chaplain, 47 

Bell Foundry, 104 

Bell, George, 123 

Bell Inn, 11 

Bellingham, George, Esq., 125 ; Wil- 
liam, Esq., 125 

Beneit, William, 46 

Benet, Gilbert, 120; Walter, 120 

Benett, William, 46 

Bennett, Thomas, 123; Thomas, Jonr., 
123 

Benolt, Thomas, Clarencieux, 9 

Berford, Sir Baldwyn, 43; Idonea, 43 

Berry, Mr., 71 ; Richard, Esq., 69, 124, 
125 

Berwick, 34, 37 

Bethlehem Hospital, foot note, 109 

Bicknell, Elhanan, 123; Samuel, 124 

Billinge, Benedict, 34 
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Billings, John, 122 

Bingley, Alfred Williams, 69; Mr., 71, 
72, 124 

Birl^'ngham, John, 45; Thomas, 45 

Bishop, 46 

John, 44, 45 

Bishopsgate Street, 42 

Bistesham, co. Berks, 114 

Blakbonrne, John, 47 

Blake, Nicholas, 7 

Blannche, John, 5 

Bleadon, John, 123 

Bloodworth, Ann, 91, 92; Charles, 91; 
Christian, 92; John, 88, 122; Mar- 
garet, 92; Mary, 91 ; Thomas, ^1 ; Sir 
Thomas, Lord Mayor, 69, 74, 88, 89, 
90, 91, 122 

Bodham, 46 

Bodham, Simon, 44, 45 

Body, Andrew, 47 

Bonamy, Jacoh, 122 

Bonham, Mr., 25; William, 121 

Bonson, Thomas, 122 

Bordeaux, merchants of, 2 

Borwick. Thomas, 123 

Botulph Wharf, 3 

Bourchier, Archbishop, 66 

Boway, John, 47 

Bowsar, John, 121 

Bowyer, William, 121 

Brannd, Mr., 122 

Breach, James G., 124 

Brembre, Nicholas, 83; Sir Nicholas, 
foot note, 83; Ydonea, 83 

Brett, Katherine, 92 ; Major, 92 ; 
Margaret, 92 

Brewers, the Company of, 69 

Bridewell Hospital, foot note, 109 

Bridger, Richard, 12 J 

Brikles, or Herber Lane, 41 

John, 41 

Briskvn, John, 34 

Broad Lane, 2, 42 

Broach, Mr., 71 

Broke, Mr., 6 

Brooke, Lord, Fulke Greyillo, 93 

Brongh, co. York, 86, 87, 88 

Brown, John, 14, 122 

Browne, James, 122 

Bmnskell, Peter, 87 

Buckle, Christopher, 86, 87 ; Sir 
Cuthbert, Mayor, 86; Dame Eliza- 
beth, 87; John, 87 

Buckles Bridge, 88 

Burdon, William, 46, 46 

Bnrghley, Lord Treasurer, 40; arms 
of, 40 

Bury, Adam de, Mayor, 7 



Butler, Henry, Esq., 125 ; Thomas, 

123 
Bysshop, John, 43 

Calais, 9 

Calton, Thomas, 55, 66 

Camlaridge, KG., the Duke of, 73 

Cambrigge, William, 46 

Camden House, 90 

Camerarius, Will's, 114 

Cannes, 77 

Cannon, John, 126 ; Captain John, 
122 

Canterbury, 34 ; Cathedral Church of, 
65 

Cantilupe, Thomas, Bishop of Here- 
ford, 114 

Capel, John, 123 

Carlelle, Alexander, 32 

Carved oak chair, the Masters', 69 

Cass, Sir John, 107; Charity School, 
109; School Estate, foot note, 104 

Cawnton, Mr., 51 

Cawthome, Mary, 92; Rer. Richard, 92 

Chair-masters, 69 

Chaloner, Thomas, »3 

Chamberleyn, John, 45 

Chambers, Sir Thomas, M.P., 73 

Champion, Joseph, 123 

Chantrey, Sir Francis, 109 

Chapman, , Mayor, 23 

Charies II., 22; Portrait of, 126 

Charlton, Sir John, 26 

Chater, Joseph, 124 

Chatfield, William, 123 

Chaucer, Geoffrey, 74; John, 5. 42, 74 

Chelsea china, a tun of, 63 

Chenetone, 114 

Chesterfield, co, Derby, 94 

Chiche'ey, Robert, 43, 44; Alderman, 
45,46 

Child, Alexander, 19; Robert, 122 

Chittie, Henry, 122 

Christchurch, Canterbury, 66 

Christ's Hospital, 87, 104; foot note, 109 

Church Lane, 41 

(/hychestre, John de. Mayor, 8 

Clare, Richard de, 79 

Clarence, Thomas, Duke of, 74, 83 

Clarencieux, King at Arms, 9 

Clarke, George, 122 

Ciegate, Nicholas, 19, 122 

Clementis, John, 120 

Clerks, Brotherhood of, 85 

Clifton, Thomas, 43, 44 

Close, William, 34 

Clovyle, William, 43 

Coke, Sir Edward, 27 
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Colchester, 19 

Cole, Roger, 123 

CoUett, Richard, 122 

Collins, Henry, 122 

Colred, Thomas, 43, 44 

Colte, John, 47 

Combemartin, William de, 79 

Comyn, Samnel, 11 

Condnctn, de, Alice, a m;n, 78; Letice, 

78; Lucy, 78; John, 78; Riegmald, 

78; William, 78 
Confessor, Edward the, 1 
Congleton, chapel of, 85 
Conington castle, co. Huntingdon, 96 
Cook, Mr. Edward, 62 
Cooke, Edward, 122 
Cornelius, William, 124 
Comewaleys, John, 43; Thomas, 120 
Cotham, Simon de, 4 
Coulson, Robert, 123 
Coventry Ti^estry, 67 

Henry de, 119 

Cox, Thomas, 40; Mr., 61, 122 
Coxhow, Arms of, foot note, 99 
Cressyngham, John, 42, 120 

Lane 43, 44 

Crolley, Master, 17 

Croone, Henry, 122 

Crowcher, Joseph, 124 

Crowmere, William, 44; Mayor, 46 

Crown beer, 105 

and Magpie beer, 105 

Inn, 104 

• Phice, Aldgate, foot note, 104 



Cudyngton, Sir John de, priest, 82 
Cuff, J. Jackson, 123 
Curson, Samuel, 123 
Cyprus, King of, 74, 81 

Dakin, Sir Thomas, 73 

Daniel, , Alderman, 23 

Dashwood, Arms of, 93; Francis, 92; 

Sir Francis, 122; Family of, 92; Sir 

Samuel, 61, 122; Lord Mayor, 92; 

Sarah, 93 
Daunt, John, chaplain, 47 
Dayid, King of Scotland, 74, 81 
Davis, Richard, 9, 121 
Denmark, the King of, 81 
Derlove, Thomas, 32 
Devey, Charles H., Esq., 125 
Devil Tavern, by the Temple, 94 
Dickens, Anne. 94 ; Frederick Owen, 

124; Thomas, 94 
Dobleday, Edmond, 121 
Doget, John, 43; Walter, 7; William, 

82 
Dogette, Mr., 14 



Dover, 34, 37 

Downegate ward, footnote, 112 

Drapers* Company, the, 91 

Drayton, 114 

Duncomb, Sir Charles, 62 

Dunstan of Canterbury, 66 

Dunston Hall, co Lincoln, 96 

Durant, William, 43 

Durham, Samuel, 123 

Dyer, , 95 

Dyose, Henry, 123 

Eade, foot note, 166 

Eddys, Richard, foot note, 6, 51, 55 

Edgar, King, 1 

Edmay, the Mayor's officer, 10 

Edmonds, Heniy, 121 

Edward, the Black Prince, 81 

IIL, 74, 81; Charter of, 28 

IV., statute of, 26 

the Confessor, 1 

Edwards, John, 121 ; Mr., 25 
Effingham, Earl of, 98 
Elbow lane, foot note, 112 
Elizabeth, Queen, 18; Charter of, 33, 

34, 35 
Ellcsmere, T., 36 
Ellis, Sir Hen^, 114 
Ely, John de mrkeby. Bishop of, 116 
Eminent members of the Company, 

70—109 
Emperor*s Head lane, 41 
Emson, John, 62 
Eschepe, 7 

Esti^'ick, Adrian, 122 
Etheridge, George, 121 
Everard, Alan, 46 
Ewyn, Thomas, 46 

Falstaff, Sir John, 50 
Fannere, Henry, 5, 120 
Farebrother, Charles, 123 ; Lord 
Mayor, 100 

Alderman, 124, 126 

— ^^— . Charles, senr. 100 
Farley, John, 123 
Fenning, Engenius, 123, 124 
Ferrieres, Henry de, 114 
Ffyneux, Sir John, 40 
Field, William, 122 
Fieldgate Street, 104 
Fire, Great, 1666, 89 
Fisher, Henry, 122 
Fitzstephen, 2 
Fleece, The, Inn, 11 
Fleet Market, 99 

Foundling Hospital, foot note, 109 
Fowler, Mr. Alderman and Sheriff, 73 
8 -H 
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France, John, King of, 74, 81 
Francis, Simon, 78 
Frannceys, Simon, 5 
Freeman, Eliza, 103; James, 103 
French, George Bnssell, 49; Mr. refe- 
rence to, 69 
Frenjnigham, John, 43, 45 
Frisby, Richard, 123 
Fnnmon, co. Glamorgan, 92 
Fjnche, John, 6 

Gabriel, Sir Thomas, 73 

Galan, John, 14 

Gale, Mr., 25 

Gardener, John, 46; Sir John (priest), 

43,45 
Gardner, Henry, 124; Michael, 19 
Gardyner, John, 44 
Garland, William, 123, 124 
Gassiot, Charles, Esq., 125 
Gegge, John, 47 
Gerrard^s Hall, foot note, 120 
Gillman, Mr. Robert, 124; Robert, 

Esq., 125; Mr., 71, 72 
Gisors, Thomas, 5; John, 118; John, 

Alderman, 120; footnote, 120; John, 

Mayor, 41, 81 ; John, foot note, 41 
Gittens, Arkenwolde, 34 
Gittons, Dayid, 86 

Gloucester, Humphrey, Duke of, 74, 83 
Goldsmiths' Company, 91 
Goldwell, John, 65 
Goodlake, Joane, 43, 45; Thomas, 43, 

45, foot note, 83 
Gopsell, George, 122 
Gorst, Gilpin, 123 
Gosbum, John, 43 
Gosnell, Mary, 34 
Goulston Street, 104 
Gower Street, 108 

Gracedieu, Sir Bartholomew, 61, 122 1 
Grantham Lane, 41, foot note, 112 
Graunt, Thomas, 47 
Grayesend, 31 
Gray, Robert, 123, 124; Robert, Junr., 

123 ; Mr., 71 
Gray or Grey, Idonea, 43, 44; Thomas, 

43, 44 
Great Fire of London, 111 
Green, Robert, 122 
Greenly, William, 123 
Grene, Sir Thomas (priest), 85 
Greville, Fulke, Lord Brooke, 93; 

Sarah, Lady Brooke, 93 
Griffith, George, 122 
Gronsdale, Lancashire, 94 
Groom bridge, Stephen, 1 23 
GroTC, John, 46; William, 45 



Grylle, George, 14 

Grymmeston, 46 

Grymmestone, 46; Edmund, 46 

Grpnston, Edward, 46 

Guildford, Lord Keeper, 38 

Gyrlys, George 55 

Gydor's Hall, 2, foot note, 120 

Gyssor, Paul, 83 

Gyttons, Richard, 16, 17, 51 

Gwyn, Thomas, 46 

Hablond, John, 5 

Haddenham, church of, 44 

Hadlee, John, 43, 45; Thomasia, 43 

45 
Halford, C. J., 123 
Halton, Henry, 45 

Hammersley, Hugh, Lord Mayor, 19 
Hammond, Edward, 122 
Hamond, Cordell, 19, 122 
Hampstede, William, 46 
Hampton, co. Middlesex, 92 
Hancocke, William, 122 
Harden, John, 42; Lawrence, 82; 

Margaret, 82 
Hardware, Thomas, 34 
Hardwicke, Earl of, 73 
Harley, Mr. Alderman, 106 
Harper, Alexander, 123 ; Edward N.. 

Esq., 124. 125 ; John A. W., 124 
Harris, George, 123 ; William, 122 
Harrison, William, 123 
Harsnapes key, 6 
Hart, John, 122 
Hatfyld, Mr. John, 56 
Hawkhurst, 116 
Hawkins, William Henry, 124 
Haydon, John, 86 
Hayne, William, 123 
Haysarm, William, 45, 46 
Hayward, John, 1 23 
Hearse-cloth, 68 
Heathcote, Anne, 94, 96; Elizabeth, 

96; Gilbert, 94, 122; Sir Gilbert, 62, 

74; Lord Mayor, 94; Hester, 96; Sir 

John, 96 
Heende, John, Mayor, 43 
Henry, Prince, 83 

IV.. 74 

v., 74 

VI., charter of, 29, 30 

— — VII., Inspeximus charter of, 30 

VIII., Letters patent of, 18 

Hensley, Isaac, 123 
Henshaw, Thomas, 123 
Herber, or Brikles Lane, 41 
Herbert, Mr., 60 
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Hereford, Thomas de Cantilope, Bishop 

of, 115 
Uersted, Henry de, 120 
Hertford, 65; Walter, 66 
HetheriDgton*8 charity, foot note, 109 
HicheDS, Robert, 123 
Hide, John, 121 
Hildesley, Alderman M., 122 
Hille, Richard, 45 
Hilton, Richard, 16, 51; Mr., 66 
Hodgson, James, 121; Mr., 25; William 

124 
Hodsdon, Mr., 122 
Holbom, 116 
Holdsworth, Thomas, 123 
Holeburne, co. Middlesex, 1 14 
Holy Trinity, priory of, 78 
Hooper, Alderman, 123, 126; John Kin- 

nersley. Lord Mayor, 101; Richard, 

101; Richard Valentine, 123 
Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, 115 
Hnnt, Edward, 122 
Hutchinson, Thomas, 121 

Ham near Ashbonme, 109 

Ingall, Mr., 71 ; Samnel, Esq., 124, 

125 
Innocent, John, 123 
Irish Society, 103 
Ironmongers, the Company, 69 

Jackson, Henry, 121 

Jacolison, Anne, 96; Sir Jacob, 96 

James L. 11 ; Charter of, 36, 38 

II., 22; Letters patent of, 23; 

Charter of, 38, 39 

• Dnke of Monmonth, 121 



Jeffrey, Alderman, 23 

Jeffreys, Anne, 91, 92; Sir George, 

91,92 
Jenner, Gregory, 19 
Jennins, Richard, 123 
Jones, Anne, 92 ; Captain Jeremiah, 

122; Sir John, 92; Joseph, 123; 

Nicholas, 46 

Karlelle, Master Alexander, 17, 121 

Kay, John Tanner, 63 

Kayp, John Tanner, 123 

Kelleseys, Sir John (chaplain), 83 

Kcmpe, Archbishop, 65 

Kendall, George, 123 

Kenilworth Castle, 9 

Kennett, Brackley, 123 ; Lord Mayor, 

98 ; Frances, 99 
Kent, John, 122 
Kentish Town, 79 



Kenton, Benjamin, 104, 123; foot note, 

108 ; Senior, foot note, 104 ; Esq., 

126 ; Mary, foot note, 104; Mr., 105 

—109 
Road, foot note, 104; Street, 

foot note, 104; Ward in Saint Bar- ' 

tholomew's, foot note, 104 
Keppel, Admiral the Hon. Sir H., 73 
Killyk, John, 46, 47 
Kilrert, Master Richard, 21 
Kinaston, Brian, 121; Edward, 122 
King, Raph, 122; Richard,123; Thomas, 

123; WUliam, 122 
Kingston, Henry de, 3, 4 
Kingston-npon-Hnll, 34 
Kirkeby, John, 14, 121; Sir William 

de, 116 
Kirkeby es, Mr., 6 
Kirkes, John, 122 
Knapp, John, 122 
Kneller, artist, 121 
Knights, gnild, 1 
Kyrkby, John, 53; Mr., 56 
Kyrkeby, John de. Bishop of Ely, 116 



Lacye, Sir Alexander (priest), 86 
Laforest, Lawrence, 123; William, 

123 
Lambert, Nicholas, 123; Mary, 98; Sir 

Daniel, 77; Sir Daniel, Lord Mayor, 

76,97,123 
Langston, James, 123 
Langton, Thomas, 122 
Lathom, Ranfe, 55 
Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, 107 
Lawrence, Joseph, 122 
Leech, John, 123 
Leatherhead, 92; Parish of, 91 
Ledbury, 115 
Lee, Richard, 122 
Legge, Thomas, 36 
Leighe, Thomas, 34 
Leopold, ILR.H. Princo, Dnke of 

Albany, 70 
Leuegood, William, 43, 44 
Lewis, Alderman, 23 ; Jaquier, 123 ; 

John, 45 
Lewvs, Sir John, 74, 83 
Lilly, Peter, 84 
Lincoln, Hugh, Bishop of, 1 16; Thomas, 

45, 120 
Lisbon Grove, foot note, 109 
Litlyngton, Richard, 43 
Lomas, Charles, Esq., 125 
London, 31-34, 37, 121; Bridge, 7, 79, 

97; Hospital, foot note, 109; Porter, 

104 
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Lord Mayors of London : Bloodworth, 

^8; Dash wood, 92, Faiebrother,100; 

Hammerslej, 19; Heathcote, 94; 

Hooper, 101; Kennett, 98; Lambert, 
. 74, 97 ; Lncas, 99; Parsons, 97 ; Raw- 

linson, 93; Thompson, 96; Tmscott, 

71, 102; White. 101 
Louthe, 34; Robert, 45 
Loveday, John, 123 
Lowthe, William de, 43 
Lacas, Alderman, 126; Josiah, 99; 

Matthias Prune, 63, 123; Lord Mayor, 

99, 123 
Lncok, John, 9 
Lucnllus, Victories of, 103 
Lnda, William de, 116 
Ludham, Sir John (priest), 83 
Lnnes, William, 47 
Ludggatt, 17 
Luton, 46; Robert, 45 
Lying-in Hospital, foot note, 109 
Lyndhnrst, Lord, 40 

Machyn's Diaiy, 17 

Mackreth, Robert, 123 

Magdalen Hospital, foot note, 109 

Maiden Lane, 90 

Malmesbnrv, William of, 114 

Malion, Robert, 45, 46 

Marine Society, the, foot note, 109 

Mark Lane, 86 

Marriott. William, 123 

Marston, William, 34 

Martin of Tonrs, 66 

Martyn, Roger, Mayor, 10 

Mary, Queen, 50 ; charter of, 30 

Mason, Stephen, 33 

Matthews, Isaac, 123 

Mayors of London: Adrian, 77; Au- 
brey, 6, 42; Aylmer, 11; Barnes, 17; 
Brembre, foot note, 83; Buckle, 86; 
Bury, 7; Chapman, 23; De Conductu, 
78; "Chychestre, 8; Croweraer, 46; 
Fraunceys,5; Gisors, 41,80; Heende, 
43; Martyn, 10; More, 83; Mylbome, 
52; Oxenford, 78; Philipot, foot 
note, 83; Picard, 41, 74, 80; Pyel, 
foot note, 83; Rokesley, foot note, 
116; Spencer, 84; Staundon, 45; 
Stody, 11, 42, 82; Wodecoke, 44; 
Wotton, 46 

Merchant Taylors, the Company, 69 

Merchant's mark, 33 

Merivale, Richard, 45, 46 

Merrick, Thomas, 123 

Messvnger, 43 

Michel, Henry, 43, 44 

Micol, John, 44, 45, 46, 47 



Micole, John, 16, 121 

Micoll, Joan, 46 

Middlesex Hospital, foot note, 109 

Milboum, Thomas, foot note, 6, foot 

note, 54 
Milboume, Sir John, foot note, 54 
Mildenhale, Robert, 47 
Mile End Road, 111 
Milkmaid cup, the, 58 
Milward, Captain John, 121 
Minories, 106; foot note, 106 
Mitre Tavern in Fenchorch Street, 93 
Monmouth, James, Duke of, 126 
Monoux, Mr., 14 
Moore, Alderman, 23; Ralph, 19 
More, Ponce de, 119; Robert de la, 

foot note, 81, 82; William, 7; Sir 

William, 74; Sir William, Mayor, 83 
Moretoune,-Sir Hugh (priest), 85 
Morgan, Octavius, foot note, 113 
Mortlake, parish of, 93 
Muniments of Vintners* Company by 

John Gough Nichols, 28—48 
Murden, Sir Jeremiah, 96 
Muscott, John, 121 
Mycoll, John, 16 
Mylbome, Maystur, Mayor, 54 

Nash, John, 122 

Naylor, George Daniels, 124 

Needier. George, 121 

Nele, William, 47 

Never-at-home, Simon, 4 

Newman, Mr., 25 

Newmarket, John, 43, 44 

Neyor, William (priest), 44 

NiccoU, Daniel, 122 

Nicholl, John, 43, 44 

Nichols, Mr., 118; Mr. J. B., foot note, 

6; John Gough, 49 
Norfolk, John, 120 
Norhome, 115 

Normanton, co. Rutland. 96 
Norwood, CO. Surrey, 103 
Nottage, Alderman George Swan, 73 

Old Fish Street, 43 

Old Swan Brewhouse, foot note, 112 

Opie, R.A. artist, 121 

Orphan School, the Clergy, foot note, 

109 
Osekyn, John, 7 
Ossulston, CO. Middlesex, 114 
Overall, Mr., remarks on the Ward of 

Vintr>', 112 
Overbury, Thomas, 123 
Owen, M., 14 
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Oxenford, Adam de, 79; Alice de, 79; 
Cristina de, 79; Gilbert de, 79; Joan 
de, 79; John de. Mayor, 78; John de, 
79; Katherine de, 79; Margaret de, 
79; Ralph de, 79; William de, 79 



Painted Tavern Lane, 41 
Palle, Mr. Anthony, 58 

Palmer, 17; Henry, 42; MistresSj 

17; Thomas, 122 
Palmere, Henry, 120 
Palterton, John, 55 
Pappey, Brotherhood of, 85 
Pardon, 40 

Parish Clerks' Hall, 42 
Parkinson, Henry, 121; Stephen, 122 
Parsons, Humphrey, l!iOrd Mayor, 97 
Pashley, William, 123 
Pawle, Anthonie, 58 
Peacock, John Henry, 123, 126 
Pedyll, Henry, 14, 51; foot note, 6 
Pekham, Edmond, 55 
Penrose, John, 7, 8 
Pepyfi' Diary, extracts from, 89 
Peters Lane, 43 
Pteyl, John, Alderman, 83 
Philanthropic Society, foot note, 109 
Philip (chaplain), 79 
Philip and Mary, charter of, 32 
Phillips, Silvanus, 123 
Philipot, John, 83; Sir John, 43, 44; 
Sir John, Mayor, 83; Lady, 45. 46; 
arms of, 44; Margaret, 43, 44, 83 

Picard, Henry, Mayor, 41; Sir Henry, 
81; Lady Margaret, 81 

Pilbarowe, Christopher, 34 

Piatt, John, 123 

Pliny, 113 

Ponge, Nicholas, 5 

Pope, 95; Peter, 9 

Popham, arms of, 40; Sir John, 40 

Porter, London, 104 

Portland Place, 109 

Porters* Wine Tackle, 24 

Portsoken Ward, 106 

Potter, Mr., 71, 72; William, 124 

Pountfreit, 45 

Powel, Mr. John, 60; 122 

Preston, Thomas, 122 

Prisage, foot note, 3 

Probns, £mperor, 118; rescinds Edict 
of Domitian, 112 

Pnckering, arms of, 40; Lord Keeper, 40 

Pycard, Henry, 82; arms of, 82; John 
junior, 82 ; John senior, 82 ; Mar- 
garet, 82; Mayor, 74, 80 

Pyel, John, 82; Mayor, foot note, 83 



Queen Anne^s Bounty, 103 

Elizabeth. Charter of, 33 

Mary, 50; Charter of , 30 

Radley, John, 124 

Rawlinson, family of, of Gronsdale, 

CO. Lancaster, 94; Daniel, 93, 122; 

Sir Thomas, 60, 1"22, 126; Lord 

Mayor, 93; Thomas, 94 
Rayner^ Christopher, 96; Hester, 96 
Rede, Sir Robert, 40 
Refham, Richard, 118 
Reynolds, Thomas, 123; William, 46 
Richardson, George, Esq., 125 
Richmond Herald, Sir Henry Saint 

George, Knt, 9 

Mr., 71, 124 

Rich, Robert, 123 

Richemond, Master, 17 

Right ways, John, 7, 8 

Riley, artist, 121 

Robertes, Elizabeth, 86 

Roberts, William, 122 

Robins, George, 121 

Rochester, 116; Bishop of, 116 

Rock, Dr., 64, 66, 67; William, 123 

Rogers, Mary, 91; Walter, 91 

Rokesley, Gregory de. Mayor, foot 

note, 116 
Rolfe, William, 34 
Rose. John, 123 
Rowden, Philip, 123 
Rowe, Richard, 46 
Royce, J., 67 
Roycroft, Richard, 123 
Rubens, 121 

Russell, Mrs. Watts, 109; Richard, 123 
Rysbrach, sculptor, 96 

St. Albans, 34, 67 

St. Andrew, Priory of, 116 

St. Augustine, Abbey of, at Canter- 
bury, 115 

St. Bartholomew's Hospital, foot note, 
104, 109 

St. Botolph»s Church, Bishopsgate, 93 

St. Catherine Cree Charity School, foot 
note, 109 

St Clare in Ald^, 42 

St. Dunstan, Kyrie of, 65 

St. Dunstans-in-the-East, parish of, 88 

St Elena, Priore.ss of, 43 

St. George, Sir Henry, Richmond 
Herald, 9 

St. George's Fields, foot note, 109 

St Giles-in-the-Fields Charity School, 
foot note, 109 
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St. James Garlickhithe, 42, 43, 110, 

119; Church of , 79, 83, 84 
St. Jermjn, John, 43, 45; Margaret, 

43, 45 
St. Leonards, E^tcheap, parish of, 88 
St. Lake's Hospital, foot note, 109 
St. Magnus, London, Brotherhood of, 

85 
St. Martin, Oterwyche, Church of, 43 
St. Martin, Legend of, foot note, 64 
St. Martin, Picture of, 121 
St. Martin-in-the-Vintry, 116. 117; 

foot note, 120; parish of, 10, 42, 43, 

110; Church of, 82 
St. Martyn's Chapel, 1 5 
St. Mary Bothaw, 117 
St. Mary-at-Hill, Church of, 86, 87; 

parish of, 88 
St. Mary, Whitechapel, Charity School, 

foot note, 109 
St. Mary Magdalen, parish of, 43 
St Mary Matfelon without Aldgate, 43 
St. Mary, Whitechapel, parish of, foot 

note, 104 
St'. MaiT's Hall, Coventry, 66 
St. Michael, parish of, 1 19 
St. Michael's, Crooked Lane, church 

of, 97 
St. Mildred the Virgin, parish of, foot 

note, 120 
St. Nicholas Lane, 11 
St Olave, Hart Street, parish of, 97 
St. Paul's Church, 79 
St Sepulchres, parish of, 88 
St Swithin's Lane, 95 
St Thomas of Aeon, church of, 79 
St. Thomas s Hospital, 87, 96 
Saddlers' Company, The, 69 
Salt, silver, 60 

Samaritan Fund, foot note, 109 
Sandell, Mr., 55; Mr. John, 56 
Say, Thomas, 43 
Schot, Adam, 119 
Scotland, Dayid, King of, 74 
Scott, Mr., Chamberlain of London, 73 
Scrace, John, 16, 51, 121; Robert, 14 
Scras, John, 55, 121; Mr. John, 56; or 

Scrace, Robert, foot liote, 6 
Scullard, William, 123 
Shamebroke, 120 

Shawe, Mr., Vicar, 87; Robert, 121 
Shelley, John, 32 
Shelton, Thomas, 123 
Shepherd, John, 122 
Sherwyne, Robert, 43 
Shuldham, Guy, 47, 48, 110; Mr., Ill 
Sittinebomne, 31 
Simpkm, Thomas, 123 



I Simpson, 41 ; artist, 121 ; Florence 

Susan, 102; Henry, 102 
Simpson's Lane, 41 
Skogan, Henry, poet, 84 
Sleigh, Richard. 121 
Small-pox Hospital, foot note, 109 
Smith, Anne, 93; Charles Roach, FS. A., 

114; George, 123; Henry Bates. 123; 

Henry G., 124 ; John, 93 ; Robert, 

123 ; William, 123 
Smythe, Richard, 32 
Sorrell, Thomas, 38 
Southe, William, 34 
Southwark Bridge, 25 
Speakman, William, 126 
Spelman, Stephen, 43 
Spencer, arms i f , 86; Dame Elener, 84, 

86; Ellen, 85; James, 16, 51, 121; Sir 
'James, Mayor, 84; Thomas, foot 

note, 86 * 
Spittle Lane, 11, 42 
Spittle in Staynmore, house called, 

88 
Sprot, Alexander, 46 
Stafford, William, 47 
Standring, foot note, 106; Benjamin, 

footnote, 106; Benjamin, Esq., 124, 

125 ; Mr. B., 81 ; John, foot note, 

106 ; John, Esq., 125 ; Messrs., 105 
Stanton, Samuel, 122 
Staundon, William, Mayor, 46 
Staveley, James, 86 
Stebenhethe, paiish of, 43 
Stephenson, Edward S., 124 
Stepney Church, 107, 108 ; Church 

School, foot note, 109 
StcTenson, John, 123 
Stint, John, 122 
Stodeye, Joan, 82, 83; John, 43, 46, 

47, 82; John de, 5, 7; Margaret, 43; 

Margery, 43; William junior, 82; 

William senior, 82 
Stodie, Sir John, 48, 74; Mayor, 11, 

42,82 
Stodies Lane, 11, 42—44 
Stockwell Common, 100 
Stokesley, William, 7 
Stoke Gomer, co. Somerset, 92 
Stainmore, 88 
Strange, Lord, 26 
Straunge, arms of, 44 
Strete, Henry aUe, 42 
Stubbs, Joseph, 124 
Stubbes, Mr., 14 

Stutfield, Charles, 123; William, 124 
Suetonius, 112 
Surrey, the Earl of, 39 
Sussex, H.R.H., the Duke of, 63 
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Sutton, arms of, 42; Edmund de, 42; 

Hamo de, 42 
Swan, Royalty, 26 
Swan Upping, 24 
Swan Warden, 26 
Sw infield. Bishop, 115 
Symund, Henry, 82 

Tapestry, ancient, 64 

Tasb, John, 122 

Tawke, C. T., 123 

Taylor, , 94; John, 122; Richard, 

122;the Water Poet, 119 

Tedworth, co. Hants, 93 

Tenterden, Lord, 40 

Terry, Christopher, 51 

Tew, William, 122 

Thames Street, 10,110 

Thirlowe, Walter, 14 

Thompson, James, F.S.A., 113; John, 
122; Sir John, Lord Mayor, 96 

Thome, John, 123 

Thorpe Castle, 123 

Three Cranes Lane, 3, 41 

Tilney, John, 43 

Tindal, Chief Justice, 40 

Tindall, John, 122 

Todd, Francis, 123 

Toumay, Looms of, 67 

Tower, Constable of, 41,81,1 18; Lieu- 
tenant of, foot note, 29, 118 

Trafford, Elizabeth, 96; Sigismond, 96 

Travis, Philip, 19 

Traynell, William, 44 

Truro, co. Cornwall, 103 

TruBcott, Eliza, 103; Sir Francis Wyatt, 
73, 77, 124, 125; Lord Mayor, 71, 
102; James, 103; Louisa, 103 

Tr)ge, John, 43 

Turk, Walter, 42 

Turner, foot note, 106; Sir William, 
Alderman, 91 

Tumham Green, co. Middlesex, 103 

Tuxford, 31 

Twyford, John, 123 

Tyndall, John, 36 

Ubank, Roger, 122 
Upgate, Robert, 44, 45 
Usbome, John, 123 
Uxbridge, 34 

Vannar, 41; Henry, 42; Henry, 

footnote, 41 
Vannars Lane, 41 
Vannere, Henry, 7, 43, 83; Margery, 

43,83 
Vbanck, Henry, 87 



Venour, William, 43; William, Alder- 
man, 44 

Veron, 17 

Vickers, Thomas, 123 

Vinetarii, 2 

Vineyards in England, 114 

Vintners' Company, the: account of, 
1 — 27; muniments of, 28 — 48; plate 
and tapestry of, 49—69; eminent 
Membersof, 70— 111 

Vintry, Ward of, some account of the, 
112—120 

Vopiscus, 113 

Walbrook, watercourse of, foot note, 

112 
Waldeck and Pyrmont, H.S.H. the 

Prince of, 77 
Waldron, William, 122 
Walker, Thomas, 123 
Wall, Mr. Anthony, 104; foot note, 

104 
Walsyngham, Thomas, 46 
Wandesford, Thomas, 46 
Ward of Bridge Without, 95; Wal- 

brook, 95 
Ware, 65, 66, 114 
Warbam, Archbishop, 39 
Warwick, Earls of, 93 
Warvn, Thomas, 47 
Waterlow, Mr., sheriff, 73 
Waters, Edmund, 40 
Watkins, William, JEsq., 124, 125 
Watson, C. Knight, 68 
Watts, foot note, 106; Mr. David Pike, 

108, 109 
Wavnflete, William, 66 
Webb, Charles, 124 ; Mary, 102; Mr., 

71 ; Mr. Benjamin, 102 ; Frederick, 

Esq.. 124, 125 ; WiUiam, 122 
Wem, Baron, 92 
Wendoure, John de, 7 
Wendover, John of, 42 
Westmacott, 108 
Westminster, 14, 114 
Wetherfteld. Henry, 121 
Weveringstrete, co. Kent, 33 
Whalley, foot note, 106 
Wheedon, Richard, 122 
White, Florence Susan, 102 ; Henry, 

Esq., 125; Mary, 102; Thomas, 14 ; 

Sir Thomas, 71, 73 ; Sir Thomas, 

Lord Mayor, 101 
Whitehead, John, 123 
Whaplett, Anthony, 121 ; Mr., 25 
Whitechapel, parish of, 104 
Whittington College, 17 
Whybet, Robert, 43 
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Wilcote,co. Wilts, 114 

Wilkynsou, Laurence, 47 

William and Mary, Statute of, 23 j 

Portraits of, 126 
Williams, Edward, 61 ; John, 123 
Williamson, editor of the GazettCy 90 ; 

Mr., 121 
Willis, Frederick, 124 ; Mr., 122 ; 

James, 123; William, 123 
Wilmot, John, 98; Mary, 98 
Wilson, Samuell, 123 
Wiltshire, George, 123 
Winchester, Bishop of, 66 
Wine, Greek, 8; Italian, 8; Red, 8, 9; 

Rhenish, 8 
Wine Tackle Porters, 24 
■ ■ Tonners, merchants, 2 
Windebanke, Secretary, 20 
Wodecoke, John, Mayor, 44 
Wollaston, Henry, 122 
Woodcock, Henry, 122 



Woodford, 102 
Woodward, Christopher, 121 
Wormell, William, 122 
Wotton, Nicholas, Mayor, 46 
Wri|?ht, James, 123; John, 126; John 

123; Thomas, 123 
Wrothe, John, 42 
Wissing, artist, 121 
Wyatt, John, 103; Louisa, 103 
Wydmere, John, 46 
Wyld, William, 122 
Wylde, Thomas, 123 
Wympler, William le, 4 
Wyncott, Robert, 86 

Yarmouth, 34 
Yogge, Maister, 16 
York, 31; Thomas of, 42 

H.R.H. the Duke of, 63 

Young, Lady Joan, 36 
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